 
Plain Language Summary
Current Introduction Number:
Int. No. 699

Prime Sponsors:
By Council Members Ung, Menin, Brooks-Powers, Krishnan, Hanif, Hudson, Joseph, Brewer, Sanchez, Louis, Won, Gutiérrez, Velázquez, Narcisse, Brannan and Lee
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Bill Title: 
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to enhancing language access for small business owners

Bill Summary:
This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov.

This bill would strengthen existing protections for immigrant small business owners, some of whom may have limited English proficiency. First, the bill would clarify and strengthen protections outlined in the Business Owner’s Bill of Rights and the Food Service Establishment Code of Conduct.  It would also enhance the oversight and reporting duties of the Food Service Establishment Inspection Ombuds Office.  Additionally, the bill would require the Department of Small Business Services (SBS) to work with all of the city agencies that inspect small businesses to increase the number of bi- and multi-lingual inspectors so that by July 1, 2024 a small business owner may request a bilingual inspector for all inspections.  Finally, the bill would require that by March 1, 2023, SBS and the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings (OATH) develop and implement a plan by that would provide a small business owner with a written translation of OATH’s final decision at the time such decision is issued.  The translation must include a disclaimer stating that it is strictly an informational document and that nothing within the translated text can be construed to create a cause of action or a defense in legal proceedings. 

Effective Date:
60 days after becoming law. 

Legislative Impact:
☒ Agency Rulemaking Required: Is City agency rulemaking required?
☒ Report Required: Is a report due to Council required?
☐ Sunset Date Included: Does the legislation have a sunset date?
☐ Council Appointment Required: Is an appointment by the Council required?
☐ Other Appointment Required: Are other appointments not by the Council required?

Note: In the full bill text online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language in proposed consolidated laws that is enclosed by [brackets] would be deleted, and language that is underlined would be new. Language in proposed unconsolidated laws, in contrast, will not have brackets or underlining because it would be entirely new. Consolidation means that the law is placed in the New York City Charter or Administrative Code.
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