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TITLE:
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass A.01433 and S.1505 that would amend the vehicle and traffic law to increase fines and impose drivers’ license penalty points for violations of truck route signs.  

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

On April 3, 2003, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Proposed Res. No. 407-A.  Proposed Res. No. 407-A calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass A.01433 and S.1505 that would amend the vehicle and traffic law to increase fines and impose drivers’ license penalty points for violations of truck route signs.  

BACKGROUND
Truck traffic in the City of New York is considerable and gives rise to numerous adverse consequences.  Truck traffic threatens the public health, safety and welfare in numerous ways, which has led the respective governments of New York State and New York City to enact and adopt numerous laws and rules aimed at mitigating and minimizing the adverse impacts of truck traffic on the City and its residents.

Truck traffic generates toxic air pollutants.  This harmful environmental condition is exacerbated by frequent, and often illegal, presence of trucks on residential streets in the City.  Truck drivers often illegally stray from designated truck routes to avoid congested highways and other commercial traffic lanes and rumble through residential streets and neighborhoods.  This activity directly exposes residents to toxic emissions and causes premature deterioration of street pavement that was not designed to accommodate truck traffic.  This illegal activity, therefore, presents both public health risks and fiscal damage in that the City is forced to expend money to prematurely repair residential streets damaged by truck through traffic. The New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law, together with New York City laws and rules, attempt to protect against these adverse consequences.   

One of the primary means of controlling the adverse impacts of truck traffic within New York City are the legal requirements that truck drivers scrupulously adhere to designated truck routes.  The law provides for the imposition of fines for deviation from designated routes.  However, the fines, which currently stand at only $50 per violation, are often written off as a cost of doing business.  The perception is that the penalty is too small an amount to deter deviation by truck drivers from their designated legal routes.  The companion bills currently pending before the New York State Legislature, A.01433 and S.1505, seek to remedy the situation by raising the penalties for deviation from designated truck routes.  The minimum fine would be increased to $250, while the maximum for repeat offenders would rise to $2,000.  Additionally, drivers would have points added to driver’s record.   

Finally, this resolution is titled as “Proposed Res. No. 407-A” to reflect the fact that the State bill numbers referenced within the resolution have changed as a result of their reintroduction in the current State legislative session.  The originally introduced Res. No. 407 referenced the previous State bills which expired at the end of the previous State legislative session on December 31, 2002.         
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