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          1  COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Good morning,

          3  everyone. Welcome to the Committee on Contracts. And

          4  this is a meeting in reference to the Equal Benefits

          5  Bill, Intro. No. 137-B. My name is Robert Jackson,

          6  I'm the Chair of the Committee.

          7                 I'd like to introduce the members of

          8  the Committee that are present this morning. Council

          9  Member Margarita Lopez from Manhattan, Council

         10  Member John Liu from Queens, Council Member Joe

         11  Addabbo from Queens, Council Member Kendall Stewart

         12  from Queens, Council Member Yvette Clarke from

         13  Queens --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Brooklyn.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Brooklyn, I'm

         16  sorry. And also joining us is the prime sponsor of

         17  the bill, Council Member Christine Quinn from

         18  Manhattan.

         19                 As you know, ladies and gents, we

         20  have held two hearings on this particular matter --

         21  I'm sorry, four hearings on this particular matter,

         22  we have heard testimony from all those that are

         23  interested in this particular matter, those in favor

         24  and some against, and there has been extensive

         25  discussions between the staff of the Committee on
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          2  Contracts, or Robert Newman and Regina Poreda, along

          3  with Council Member Quinn's staff, along with

          4  advocates and those that oppose this Intro. There's

          5  been several changes made as a result of these

          6  discussions, and the bottom line is that Intro.

          7  137-B is ready to be moved forward.

          8                 And, so, with that, I would like to

          9  call on my colleague Christine Quinn, for opening

         10  remarks.

         11                 Council Member Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. I'll

         13  be brief. As I said, we've had four hearings, so we

         14  heard it mostly before. But I want to start again by

         15  thanking you, Mr. Chair, for your leadership and

         16  commitment to these issues.

         17                 There is no doubt in my mind that

         18  this bill would not be getting voted on today, if it

         19  wasn't for the fact that you are the Chair of this

         20  Committee and you made it a priority of this

         21  Committee to make sure this bill got passed into

         22  law.

         23                 I also want to thank the staff to

         24  this Committee, Rob Newman, in particular, who have

         25  worked literally tirelessly, it's amazing anything
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          2  else could happen out of the Contracts Committee on

          3  this bill, and also thank the staff of my office, in

          4  particular, Karin Mirowitz, for all of their hard

          5  work on the bill.

          6                 The bill we voted on a couple of

          7  weeks ago had two modes of compliance:

          8                 One, that every contractor over

          9  $100,000 was required to offer domestic partnership.

         10                 The second means of compliance was an

         11  option which a group could take that would require

         12  them to offer, allow their employees to put another

         13  household member onto their insurance coverage,

         14  another kind of household member coverage, if you

         15  want, a legally domiciled household member.

         16                 We put that in modeled on a

         17  compromise that San Francisco had struck with the

         18  Archdiocese of San Francisco, because in the

         19  definition of household member is a domestic

         20  partner. There are others, as well, under that

         21  definition.

         22                 So, the goal of this bill is to make

         23  sure that every contractor covered domestic

         24  partners, and we have more than met that goal. The

         25  secondary means of compliance is a way to do it in
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          2  which other household members might also get

          3  coverage.

          4                 The religious organizations in San

          5  Francisco, and some here in New York felt that was a

          6  fair and easier way than to comply with the law

          7  because it was a broader umbrella under which the

          8  benefits are being proposed.

          9                 In negotiations after the Committee

         10  voted two weeks ago, and it's frustrating, but

         11  sometimes not surprising that opponents only come to

         12  the table after the vote when they realize that it

         13  is actually going to happen. There was a request

         14  made that the secondary mode of compliance be one

         15  that was limited only to religious groups.

         16                 Since in fact those were the only

         17  groups that had ever used it in San Francisco, and

         18  the only groups we had put it in the bill for, it

         19  seemed like a fair addition to the bill, which is

         20  why we are at version B today.

         21                 But the goal here really was to make

         22  sure that people who their salary gets paid in part

         23  or full by taxpayer money in the form of a contract,

         24  that those people for their work, they get equal pay

         25  as the married members of the companies or
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          2  organizations, and we are going to very boldly meet

          3  that goal today, and I want to thank all of the

          4  members of the Committee whose this issue may seem a

          5  little like that horror movie character it just

          6  keeps coming back. And if there's a veto, it may

          7  come back one more time, but hopefully that will be

          8  it.

          9                 So, thank you all for your support

         10  very, very much.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you,

         12  Council member.

         13                 Any other preliminary statements from

         14  any other members? Margarita Lopez?

         15                 Okay, with that, there are no

         16  speakers that signed up, let's go to roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Absolutely yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Yes. And

         23  especially as Chair of the Civil Service and Labor,

         24  yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I proudly vote

          5  yes on this important civil rights measure.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

          9  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         10  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         11                 Council Members, please sign the

         12  Committee report.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         14                 We're going to keep the record open

         15  for other Council members to record their vote.

         16  Thank you very much.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 12:00 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 5th day of May 2004.
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