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I. Introduction
On July 22, 2014, the Committee on Immigration, chaired by Council Member Carlos Menchaca, will hear and vote on Preconsidered Resolution Number ____ (“Preconsidered Res. No. ____’), which urges the President of the United States to include comprehensive immigration reform and issues of importance to African immigrants and the African Diaspora on the agenda for the 2014 U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit. Those invited to testify include immigrant advocates, community-based organizations and other interested parties. 

II. Background

As of 2010, there were approximately 1.6 million African immigrants living in the United States.
 New York State has the second largest African immigrant population in the nation, most of whom call New York City their home.
 According to the New York City Department of City Planning (“City Planning”), more than four percent of the City’s foreign-born population is from Africa.
 Treated as a single source country, City Planning identified West African immigrants as the fastest growing foreign-born population in New York City, increasing by 60 percent since 2000.
 African immigrant business owners have successfully operated many businesses that contribute to the City’s economy.
 Additionally, African immigrants deliver significant remittances to their home countries.
 

III. 2014 U.S.-African Leaders Summit

In August, President Barack Obama will host the first United States-Africa Leaders Summit (“Summit”).
 The theme of the Summit is “Investing in the Next Generation.” The Summit will highlight the Obama Administration’s commitment to Africa’s people and will allow the United States and the leaders of 48 African nations
 the opportunity to “discuss ways of stimulating growth, unlocking opportunities, and creating an enabling environment for the next generation.”
 The Summit will mark the largest event ever held by a U.S. President with the leaders of African nations in the nation’s capital.
 

The National African Immigrants and Refugees Health Advocate Program, an African immigrant advocacy organization based in Washington, D.C.,
 organized a petition urging President Obama to include immigration reform on the Summit agenda.
  The petition highlights the significant contributions Africans make to both the U.S. and African economies, and notes that the White House has engaged other countries on immigration reform.
 
Additionally, Representatives Jose Serrano and Yvette Clarke of New York City led 35 of their fellow Members of Congress in a letter to President Obama urging the President to add immigration topics to the Summit’s agenda.
 The Congress Members cited the problems faced by African immigrants as a result of current immigration policies as the need for these topics to be added to the Summit’s agenda and noted family immigrant visa backlogs, issues in the asylum and refugee processes, student visa issues, and concerns over ongoing deportation policies.

IV. Preconsidered Res. No. ___

The resolution urges the President of the United States to include comprehensive immigration reform on the agenda for the 2014 U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit. It describes the contributions that African immigrants make to both the U.S. and African economies and highlights a petition led by National African Immigrants and Refugees Health Advocate Program that provides the rationale regarding why immigration reform should be added to the Summit agenda. Finally, the resolution cites examples of the President engaging other foreign leaders on comprehensive immigration reform.

V. Conclusion

New York City is home to over three million immigrants.
 Although, the contributions made by all immigrants to New York City are well documented, it is difficult for them to survive without lawful immigration status. The lack of comprehensive immigration reform forces many immigrants to live in society’s shadows constantly in fear of deportation. Having an opportunity to discuss immigration reform at the Summit is important to the nation’s African immigrants whose population has seen tremendous growth since 2000.

Preconsidered Res. No. ___
Resolution urging the President of the United States to include comprehensive immigration reform, and issues of importance to African immigrants and the African Diaspora, on the agenda for the 2014 U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit.

By Council Member Rose


Whereas, On January 21, 2014, the White House announced that the “United States will host the first U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit in Washington, DC” which is slated for August 4-6, 2014; and


Whereas, Further, the White House announced that the summit plans to advance the Administration’s focus on trade and investment in Africa and highlight America’s commitment to Africa’s security and democratic development; and

Whereas, This summit could be greatly beneficial for both the United States and Africa, as long as leaders on all sides attend the summit with an efficient and well-structured strategy that includes clear objectives; and


Whereas, Given the significant number of African immigrants in the United States, the President should address the need for immigration reform and include it on the summit’s agenda; and


Whereas, According to the U.S. Census, the United States is home to over 1.6 million African immigrants; and


Whereas, New York State has the largest African immigrant population in the nation, many of whom call New York City their home; and

Whereas, According to the New York City Department of City Planning, approximately four percent of the City’s population are African immigrants; and 


Whereas, New York City is home to a large number of African immigrants migrating from countries including Ghana, Nigeria and Liberia; and

Whereas, For example, over 27,000 Ghanaians live in the City, the majority of whom reside in the Bronx, and Staten Island has the largest community of Liberians in the nation; and 


Whereas, The National African Immigrants and Refugees Health Advocate Program along with fellow African immigrants constructed a petition addressed to President Obama asking for the topic of comprehensive immigration reform to be included on the U.S. – Africa Leaders Summit agenda; and


Whereas, According to the petition, African immigrants contribute significantly to the United States and according to the World Bank, not only do African immigrants contribute greatly to the nation’s economy, they also deliver significant remittances back to Africa; and


Whereas,  According to the petition, the United States has a long history of engaging diaspora and foreign dignitaries on immigration in a multitude of countries, such as Mexico and South Korea; and


Whereas, For example, on May 3, 2013, President Obama delivered a speech in Mexico discussing Mexican-American relations and addressed the contributions Mexican immigrants have made in the United States and how immigration reform in essential for both countries; and


Whereas, Further, on April 25, 2014, President Obama was in South Korea, where he talked about the benefits of comprehensive immigration reform during his week-long trip throughout Asia; and


Whereas, According to advocates, if President Obama is able to discuss immigration reform in various countries throughout Latin America and Asia, he can also include this crucial topic during the 2014 U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit; and 

Whereas, On behalf of the African immigrants located in New York City and beyond, President Obama should include immigration reform, African immigrant issues, and the African Diaspora on the agenda of the 2014 U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit; now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the President of the United States to include comprehensive immigration reform, and issues of importance to African immigrants and the African Diaspora, on the agenda for the 2014 U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit.
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