Res. No. 81

..Title

Resolution calling on the City of New York to compensate the six men who were wrongly accused and incarcerated in the Central Park Jogger Case.

..Body

By Council Members Barron, Comrie, Dilan, Dromm, Jackson, Mealy, Palma, Vann, Rodriguez, Mendez, Foster, Mark-Viverito, Rose, Cabrera, Williams, Ferreras, Arroyo, James, Chin, Reyna and Wills 


Whereas, The tragic case of Trisha Meili, who is also known as the Central Park Jogger, stunned the city of New York during the spring of 1989; and


Whereas, Five innocent teenagers, Antron McCray, Kevin Richardson, Raymond Santana, Yusef Salaam and Korey Wise, were arrested and coerced by authorities into confessing to the rape and beating of Ms. Meili; and


Whereas, Steven Lopez, another innocent teenager, was also separately arrested,  falsely accused, and tried with the group for taking part in the crime; and


Whereas, With little evidence against Mr. Lopez, prosecutors agreed to drop the charges against him if he pled guilty to an unrelated robbery in Central Park; and


Whereas, Following his guilty plea, Mr. Lopez was sentenced to one and a half to four and a half years in prison; and


Whereas, The five other falsely convicted teenagers each spent between 7 and 16 years in prison; and


Whereas, In 2002 The Central Park Jogger case was re-opened when DNA left at the scene of the crime was matched to Matias Reyes, a convicted serial rapist and murderer, who ultimately confessed to being the lone attacker of Ms. Meili; and


Whereas, The new DNA evidence and Reyes’s confession eventually led the convictions of the teenagers to be overturned; and


Whereas, This revelation came too late; the teenagers, now men, had their adolescence stolen from them as they spent those years in prison; and


Whereas, The burden falls on the City of New York to financially compensate them for these lost years and their wrongful imprisonment; and 


Whereas, Although no monetary award could fully repay them, the city must make an effort to try and correct this monumental miscarriage of justice; now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the City of New York to compensate the six men who were wrongly accused and incarcerated in the Central Park Jogger Case.
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