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INTRODUCTION 
	On September 15, 2025, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, will conduct an oversight hearing to receive an update from the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) on commuter vans, for-hire vehicles (“FHVs”), and vehicle licensing in New York City (“NYC” or “City”). In addition, the Committee will hear: Int. No. 115, sponsored by Council Member Avilés, in relation to the creation of a mobile application that provides information about electric vehicle charging stations; Int. No. 139, sponsored by Council Member Brooks-Powers, in relation to adding two commissioners to the New York city taxi and limousine commission board; Int. No. 1000, sponsored by Council Member Brannan, in relation to permitting the use of commercial parking spaces by for-hire vehicles; Int. No. 1346, sponsored by Council Member Brooks-Powers, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to study the commuter van industry; and Int. No. 1347, sponsored by Council Member Brooks-Powers, in relation  to enforcing violations against unlicensed commuter vans. Those invited to testify include representatives of the TLC, commuter van owners and drivers, medallion owners and taxi drivers, industry advocates, and other interested stakeholders.
BACKGROUND
The TLC, created in 1971, is responsible for the regulation and licensing of: taxicabs, including medallion taxicabs (also known as yellow taxis or yellow cabs) and street hail liveries (also known as green or boro taxis); FHVs; commuter vans; and paratransit vehicles.[footnoteRef:1]  A medallion taxicab is the only vehicle licensed to pick up individuals who hail a vehicle on the street at any location in the City.[footnoteRef:2] The number of medallions available in the City is limited by State law.[footnoteRef:3] Currently there are 13,587 yellow taxis in the City and each vehicle must have a medallion affixed to it.[footnoteRef:4] Overall, TLC regulates more than 200,000 TLC licensees in NYC.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  NYC TLC, About, About TLC, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/tlc/about/about-tlc.page]  [2:  NYC MyCity, Business, About: Medallion Owner, Individual, available at https://nyc-business.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/description/medallion-owner-individual#:~:text=Medallion%20owners%20have%20a%20license,street%2C%20anywhere%20in%20the%20city ]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  NYC TLC, New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission 2024 Annual Report, January 2025, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/annual_report_2024.pdf]  [5:  NYC TLC, About TLC, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/tlc/about/about-tlc.page] 

TLC Board
	The TLC Board is comprised of nine members, eight of whom are unsalaried Commissioners appointed by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the City Council, along with the salaried Commissioner and Chair (“TLC Chair”).[footnoteRef:6]  Five of the eight unsalaried members, one resident from each of the five boroughs of the City, is recommended for appointment by a majority vote of the Council Members of each respective borough.[footnoteRef:7]  The TLC Chair is the head of the TLC and presides over its public meetings.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  NYC TLC, About TLC Commissioners, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/tlc/about/tlc-commissioners.page]  [7:  Id.]  [8:  Id.] 

Commuter Vans
Commuter vans offer an affordable mode of transportation for residents in areas of NYC that are underserved by traditional FHVs and mass transit.[footnoteRef:9]  Commuter vans are a subclassification of common carriers with a seating capacity of at least nine but no more than twenty passengers, and transport those passengers between a residential neighborhood and a work related central location, mass transit facility, shopping center, recreational facility, or airport.[footnoteRef:10] Commuter vans first became popular in 1980 during a New York transit strike and have continued to be a popular mode of transportation in some outer borough neighborhoods.[footnoteRef:11]  In fact, at times, such as after the attacks of September 11th and the MTA transit strike of 2005, City officials have encouraged New Yorkers to utilize commuter vans to commute.[footnoteRef:12]   [9:  NYC. Taxi and Limousine Commission, Commuter Van Decal Rule, Jul. 16, 2015, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/newly_passed_rule_commuter_van_decal.pdf]  [10:  Ad. Code § 19-502.]  [11:  Kimiko de Freytas-Tamura, New York Times, Can ‘Scooby Doo’ and the Rest of the Dollar Vans Go High-Tech?, December 11, 2019, available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/11/nyregion/dollar-van-app-nyc-dollaride.html]  [12:  Kimiko de Freytas-Tamura, New York Times, Can ‘Scooby Doo’ and the Rest of the Dollar Vans Go High-Tech?, December 11, 2019, available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/11/nyregion/dollar-van-app-nyc-dollaride.html] 

The Administrative Code requires that commuter van services get approval from the TLC in order to operate legally in the City.[footnoteRef:13]  Before TLC can approve an application to operate a commuter van service, the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) must determine that the service proposed “will be required by the present or future public convenience and necessity,” and must “specify the geographic area where service is authorized and the number of commuter vans authorized to be used in providing such service.”[footnoteRef:14]  DOT must notify all affected Council Members and Community Boards of the application for the purposes of obtaining their feedback.[footnoteRef:15] [13:  NYC. Admin. Code § 19-504.2.]  [14:  Id.]  [15:  N.Y.C Ad. Code §19-504.2(e)(3)] 

Although commuter vans are required to conduct service by prearrangement and are not allowed to respond to street hails or to pick up passengers at bus stops, often these rules do not align with the way commuter vans conduct their business in practice.[footnoteRef:16]  Over the years, commuter vans have been the source of various community complaints including passengers littering while waiting to be picked up, increased traffic congestion, and double parking.[footnoteRef:17]  Community leaders have also claimed that the City does not regularly consult with community boards regarding commuter van service applications, despite the requirement that they do so.[footnoteRef:18]  However, commuter vans continue to be popular with riders, who largely see them as a cost effective and convenient alternative form of transportation.  As of Calendar Year 2024, there were 12 authorized commuter van bases, which together operate 38 licensed vehicles with 59 licensed commuter van drivers.[footnoteRef:19]  This figure represents a significant decline from a decade ago, when there were 48 bases, 534 vehicles and 289 licensed drivers in 2014.[footnoteRef:20] [16:  Dino Grandoni, BKLYNR, The high-speed, anything-goes, sort-of-legal world of dollar vans, Apr. 3, 2014, available at http://bklynr.com/brooklyns-dollar-vans-will-not-yield/]  [17:  Id.]  [18:  Holly Tsang, Forest Hill Times,  Commuter van industry growing in Maspeth, Apr. 22, 2010, , available at http://www.foresthillstimes.com/view/full_story/7167066/article-Commuter-van-industry-growing-in-Maspeth]  [19:  NYC TLC, New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission 2024 Annual Report, January 2025, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/annual_report_2024.pdf]  [20:  NYC TLC, New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission 2014 Annual Report, January 2015, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/annual_report_2014.pdf] 

 In 2017, the City Council passed a package of legislation that affected commuter van industry operations.   The Council also passed Int. No. 925-A of 2018, which became Local Law 197 of 2018. The law amended the definition of “for-hire vehicle” to include vehicles that seat more than 20 passengers for the purposes of the enforcement authority of the TLC. It also clarified that for enforcement purposes, the definition of “commuter van” also includes vehicles that seat more than 20 passengers.[footnoteRef:21]  [21:  Local Law 197 of 2018 available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3498528&GUID=D90F1FD1-064E-40AD-BBCC-976DEBF0E0AF] 

In addition to licensed commuter vans, unlicensed commuter vans are also prevalent in some neighborhoods in the City. Unlicensed vans provide similar services as licensed vans, but operate without the safety and consumer protection safeguards that TLC-licensed commuter vans are bound by, such as insurance and inspection requirements, as well as driver licensing requirements including background checks and drug testing.[footnoteRef:22] According to the New York Times, as of 2019, nearly three-quarters of van drivers in the City were operating illegally .[footnoteRef:23]  However, TLC has stated that the number of unlicensed commuter vans in operation is unknown.[footnoteRef:24]  Overall, data from TLC’s Commuter Van Safety Study for Calendar Year 2023 indicated that over 93 percent of the 75 safety-related violations issued by TLC in Calendar Year 2023 were for violations related to unlicensed operation of a commuter van.[footnoteRef:25]  In total, in Calendar Year 2023, TLC seized four commuter vans, all of which were returned to their owners after a vehicle retention hearing at OATH.[footnoteRef:26]  In an effort to reduce the number of unlicensed commuter vans operating in the City, TLC utilizes TLC enforcement agents and partners with the New York City Police Department (NYPD) and the NYC Sheriff.[footnoteRef:27]  According to TLC, “unlicensed vans and for-hire vehicles not only add to congestion in major van corridors but pose a threat to public safety.  Removing these vehicles and keeping them off the road permanently is a strong enforcement tool, and TLC continues its van operations to further public safety.”[footnoteRef:28] [22:  35 NYCRR § 57-04 ]  [23:  Kimiko de Freytas-Tamura, New York Times, Can ‘Scooby Doo’ and the Rest of the Dollar Vans Go High-Tech?, December 11, 2019, available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/11/nyregion/dollar-van-app-nyc-dollaride.html]  [24:  Kimiko de Freytas-Tamura, New York Times, Can ‘Scooby Doo’ and the Rest of the Dollar Vans Go High-Tech?, December 11, 2019, available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/11/nyregion/dollar-van-app-nyc-dollaride.html]  [25:  NYC TLC, Commuter Van Safety Study for Calendar Year 2023, June 28, 2024, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/commuter_van_safety_study_2023.pdf]  [26:  Id.]  [27:  Id.]  [28:  Id.] 

FHVs
The category of FHVs includes liveries, corporate black cars and luxury limousines.[footnoteRef:29] Liveries, also known as community cars, only accept passengers by prearrangement.[footnoteRef:30] Similarly, black cars and luxury limousines are also limited to accepting rides through prearrangement, but must also receive more than 90 percent of payments in a non-cash method.[footnoteRef:31] Luxury limousines differ from black cars in that they may carry up to 20 passengers and have additional insurance requirements.[footnoteRef:32]  [29:  TLC, 2018 Fact Book, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/2018_tlc_factbook.pdf. ]  [30:  N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 19-516(a).]  [31:  Id. at §§ 19-502(u) and (v). ]  [32:  Id.] 

Over the last decade, the FHV industry has experienced tremendous changes, particularly with the introduction of mobile application-based (“app-based”) FHVs in the City. As a result, the number of licensed FHVs dramatically increased from approximately 39,700 in 2011[footnoteRef:33] to more than 130,000 in March 2018, with the TLC issuing licenses to approximately 2,000 new FHVs per month at that time.[footnoteRef:34] Ultimately, this led to the City Council’s passage of Local Law 147 of 2018,[footnoteRef:35] which paused the issuance of new FHV licenses, with an exception for wheelchair-accessible vehicles, and Local Law 149 of 2018, which created a new license category, High-Volume For-Hire Services (HVFHS) for TLC-licensed FHV bases that dispatch more than 10,000 trips per day.[footnoteRef:36] In 2022, TLC allowed an exemption for an additional 1,000 electric vehicle FHVs. In January 2025, TLC data indicated that the total number of active FHV licenses was 106,156.[footnoteRef:37] [33:  TLC, 2011 Annual Report, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/annual_report_2011.pdf. ]  [34:  See Testimony of Commissioner Joshi before the Committee on For-Hire Vehicles, N.Y.C. Council, Mar. 8, 2018 at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=5872328&GUID=DB0BCBEA-4B02-468F-B948-512FA842D7EE]  [35:  See Local Law 147 at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3331789&GUID=6647E630-2992-461F-B3E3-F5103DED0653&Options=Advanced&Search=]  [36:  NYC TLC, High-Volume For-Hire Services, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/tlc/businesses/high-volume-for-hire-services.page]  [37:  NYC TLC, New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission 2024 Annual Report, January 2025, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/annual_report_2024.pdf] 

Public Bathrooms for TLC Drivers
Public bathrooms are important public spaces in NYC and are crucial amenities.[footnoteRef:38]  According to a study conducted in San Francisco by the University of North Carolina Gillings School of Global Public Health, researchers estimated that each public toilet installed in San Franscico could result in reductions of billions of pathogens in the immediate area because of reductions in defecation in public spaces.[footnoteRef:39]  Particularly, they estimated that there would be fewer instances of pathogenic E.coli and Shigella.[footnoteRef:40]    Lack of proper access to restrooms can lead to a multitude of negative health and quality-of-life issues. [38:  Julie Chou, Kevin A. Gurley, and Boyeong Hong , Urban Design Forum, Review, The Need for Public Bathrooms, July 24, 2020, available at https://urbandesignforum.org/the-need-for-public-bathrooms-in-new-york-city/ ]  [39:  University of North Carolina Gillings School of Global Public Health, Improving access to public toliets can reduce health hazards in cities, September 21, 2023, available at https://sph.unc.edu/sph-news/improving-access-to-public-toilets-can-reduce-health-hazards-in-cities/]  [40:  Id.] 

 According to the Urban Design Forum, one of the first public bathrooms in the United States was built in Astor Place, Manhattan, in 1869, starting the eventual implementation of public bathrooms throughout the City.[footnoteRef:41] In the 1970s and 1980s, the City was facing financial shortfalls and began to make budget cuts, including the closure of public bathrooms.[footnoteRef:42] As a result, public bathrooms were neglected and became viewed as magnets for crime, vandalism, sexual activity, and drug use.[footnoteRef:43] Although the City’s population, economy, and tourism increased, bathroom availability has remained largely stagnant since the 1970s.[footnoteRef:44]  [41:  Julie Chou, Kevin A. Gurley, and Boyeong Hong, Urban Design Forum, Review, The Need for Public Bathrooms, July 24, 2020, available at https://urbandesignforum.org/the-need-for-public-bathrooms-in-new-york-city/]  [42:  Id. ]  [43:  Id. ]  [44:  Id. ] 

As of July 2020, there were 1,103 public bathrooms in the City.[footnoteRef:45] NYC’s Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) was the largest provider of public bathrooms in NYC, with about 662 parks having public bathrooms.[footnoteRef:46] This figure has not significantly changed over the last five-years, with the City reporting approximately 1,110 bathrooms spread across the five-boroughs.[footnoteRef:47]  [45:  Id.   ]  [46:  Id. ]  [47:  NYC Office of the Mayor, News, Mayor Adams Launches "Ur in Luck," new Effort to Make NYC Public Restrooms More Accessible, Equitable, June 3, 2024, available at https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/441-24/mayor-adams-launches-ur-luck-new-effort-make-nyc-public-restrooms-more-accessible-#/0 ] 

In 2022, the NYC Council enacted Local Law 114 of 2022, which required the Mayor, in 
Coordination with DPR and DOT, to report on feasible locations for public bathroom facilities in each of the City’s Zip Code Tabulation Areas.[footnoteRef:48] Two-years later, in June 2024, Mayor Eric Adams launched “Ur in Luck,” to further expand New Yorkers’ access to public bathrooms through the construction of  46 new DPR bathrooms and renovation of 36 existing parks bathrooms over five-years.[footnoteRef:49] The City also announced the launch of a new Google Maps layer that listed every public bathroom in the City, as well as a joint taskforce to site and fast-track approvals for 14 new self-cleaning automatic public toilets.[footnoteRef:50] In April 2025, the NYC Council enacted Local Law 58 of 2025, which would create a permanent, long-term strategic planning process for establishing and maintaining a citywide public bathroom network by requiring, every four years, a strategic planning report, with the goal of creating at least 2,120 public bathrooms by 2035.[footnoteRef:51]  Most recently, in July 2025, the City Council enacted Local Law 92 of 2025, which further amended Local Law 58 to require an update regarding the status of each active or planned capital project to install a public bathroom at a site, including information about the nature of the project, an estimated useful life of the project upon completion, the total funds allocated to the project, a strategy for maintaining sanitary conditions and operations, and the locations of the project.[footnoteRef:52] [48:  Local Law 114 of 2022 available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5570473&GUID=85B9DA11-6B8A-444A-9964-F413C6CCC324&Options=ID|Text|&Search=]  [49:  NYC, Office of the Mayor, News, Mayor Adams Launches "Ur in Luck," new Effort to Make NYC Public Restrooms More Accessible, Equitable, June 3, 2024, available at https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/441-24/mayor-adams-launches-ur-luck-new-effort-make-nyc-public-restrooms-more-accessible-#/0]  [50:  Id. ]  [51:  Local Law 58 of 2025 available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6584173&GUID=34D728D6-2FFE-493B-B0CD-706CD6EE5B13&Options=ID|Text|&Search=]  [52:  Local Law 92 of 2025, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6557657&GUID=E15E3D11-3BC2-47BB-8C9F-CB7BFB6D03B2&Options=ID|Text|&Search=bathroom] 

	Despite efforts to further expand the City’s facilities, lack of public bathrooms remains an issue for many New Yorkers, including taxi and FHV drivers who traditionally drive for long periods of time.  Overall, the shortage of parking spaces in the City may compel drivers to commit parking violations, including double parking, parking in truck-loading zones, stopping in bus lanes, or blocking bike lanes, all of which carry fines.
Advocacy groups, such as the New York State Federation of Taxi Drivers, have called on TLC and DOT to issue special parking placards to taxi and FHV drivers to allow them to park in ticketable locations for up to 10 minutes to use the restroom.[footnoteRef:53]  According to a report by Gothamist, TLC has stated that they are working with DOT to identify locations where the City can build FHV relief stands.[footnoteRef:54]  However, public transit advocacy group Riders Alliance, has urged that any parking placards issued to drivers should specifically define where they can be used and that they should not block bus stops, lanes, or shelters.[footnoteRef:55] [53:  Catalina Gonella, Gothamist, NYC taxi drivers call for ‘bathroom placard’ to relieve cabbies, February 2, 2025, available at: https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-taxi-drivers-call-for-bathroom-placard-to-relieve-cabbies]  [54:  Id.]  [55:  Id.] 


TLC’s Electric Fleet
In 2022, TLC released a report titled: Charged Up! TLC’s Roadmap to Electrifying the For-Hire Transportation Sector in New York City, which outlined TLC’s commitment to transitioning the majority of its licensed fleet to electric vehicles (EVs) by 2030 and provided a guide to electrification.[footnoteRef:56] According to TLC estimates, in Fiscal Year 2022, TLC-licensed vehicles produced around 600,000 tons of CO2, representing approximately 4 percent of total emissions from the City’s transportation sector.[footnoteRef:57] Overall, TLC has stated in the 2022 Charged Up! Report that the FHV industry faces several unique hurdles to electrification of its fleet, including “high daily mileage driven due to high trip volumes, drivers living in the outer boroughs and in environmental justice communities, as well as the various charging needs of industry stakeholders.”[footnoteRef:58] The report focuses on the cost of EVs, charging infrastructure coverage, and EV-centric regulations.[footnoteRef:59] [56:  NYC TLC, Charged Up! TLC’s Roadmap to Electrifying the For-Hire Transportation Sector in New York City, 2022, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/Charged_Up!_TLC_Electrification_Report-2022.pdf]  [57:   Id. ]  [58:  NYC TLC, Charged Up! TLC’s Roadmap to Electrifying the For-Hire Transportation Sector in New York City, 2022, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/Charged_Up!_TLC_Electrification_Report-2022.pdf]  [59:  Id. ] 

In September 2024, TLC released another report titled: Electrification in Motion, An Update on New York City’s Electric For-Hire Vehicle Fleet, which aimed to build on TLC’s goals of moving towards more EVs in their fleet.[footnoteRef:60] Overall, in 2024, greater than 14 million EV TLC vehicle trips saved a combined 19,000 metric tons of CO2 emissions, which is equivalent to powering nearly 3,800 homes for a full year.[footnoteRef:61] As of the report, a total of 10,000 TLC-licensed EVs were registered on City streets.[footnoteRef:62]  [60:  NYC TLC, Electrification in Motion, An Update on New York City’s Electric For-Hire Vehicle Fleet, September 2024, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/electrification_in_motion_report_2024.pdf ]  [61:  Id. ]  [62:  Id. ] 

Most recently, as of February 2025, there were 12,415 EVs in the FHV fleet.[footnoteRef:63] The February 2025 FHV License Review notes that the “growth of EVs in the TLC-licensed fleet has led to an increase in charger utilization citywide, and private sector charging providers continue working to expand charging options.”[footnoteRef:64] Despite federal funding being frozen for EV charging, charging plans in New York continue to move forward, with Revel receiving millions of dollars in the form of a loan to build 267 new charging stalls in the City, and the DOT opening two new charging locations in 2025 in the Bronx and South Brooklyn.[footnoteRef:65]  [63:  NYC TLC, February 2025 For-Hire Vehicle License Review, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/license-pause-report-2025-02.pdf ]  [64:  Id. ]  [65:  Id.] 

CONCLUSION
	The Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure expects to receive an update from TLC on the status of the commuter van industry in the City and how the Commission is addressing illegal commuter vans. In addition, the Committee would like to learn more about the City’s changing transportation landscape and how it is affecting TLC’s licensed industries, including FHVs. 




LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS

Int. No. 115, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a mobile application that provides information about electric vehicle charging stations

This bill would require the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications (DoITT), also known as the Office of Technology and Innovation (OTI), to create a mobile app with information about the locations of each electric vehicle charging station imposed on a map of the city, as well as the voltage, charging level, and electric vehicle connector types provided by each station, whether each station can be used to charge e-bikes, and, to the extent the city has or can reasonably obtain such information, a real time display indicating whether each station is available or in use. The app would allow users to filter the electric vehicle charging stations based on such information.
This bill would take effect immediately.
Int. No. 139, A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to adding two commissioners to the New York city taxi and limousine commission board

This bill would increase the size of the Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) board from nine to eleven commissioners. The two additional commissioners would be required to hold a valid TLC driver license and would be appointed by the Mayor, with the advice and consent of the Council.    
This bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law. 






Int. No. 1000, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to permitting the use of commercial parking spaces by for-hire vehicles

This bill would require that the Department of Transportation promulgate rules to authorize for-hire vehicles to park or stand in commercial parking meter areas for up to thirty minutes, four times per day. 
This bill would take effect 180 days after it becomes law. 

Int. No. 1346, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to study the commuter van industry

This bill would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to study the role of the commuter van industry in the city’s transit system, including gathering data on the licensed and unlicensed vans that make up New York City’s commuter van industry. DOT would be required to study the service areas and ridership of commuter vans, survey commuter van passengers about their use of commuter vans and other forms of transportation, including public transit, and report on areas where commuter vans interfere with buses, pedestrians, and delivery zones. DOT would be required to conduct this study every four years.
This bill would take effect immediately.  
Int. No. 1347, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to enforcing violations against unlicensed commuter vans

This bill would require the taxi and limousine commission, in collaboration with the police department and department of transportation, to develop and maintain a checklist of applicable rules and regulations concerning the safe operation of commuter vans. When an officer stops and identifies a vehicle as an unlicensed commuter van, the officer would be required to examine the checklist to determine what, if any, additional laws, rules, and regulations have been violated, and issue the maximum monetary penalty permitted by law for each such violation.
This bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.











Int. No. 115
 
By Council, Avilés, Powers, Restler, Brewer, Hanif, Ung, Hudson, Nurse, Narcisse, Ayala, Gennaro, Cabán, Ossé, Farías, Salaam, Williams, Riley, Louis and Schulman
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a mobile application that provides information about electric vehicle charging stations
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-159.7 to read as follows:
§ 19-159.7 Electric vehicle charging mobile application. a. Definition. For the purpose of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Bicycle with electric assist. The term “bicycle with electric assist” has the same meaning as in section 102-c of the vehicle and traffic law or successor provision.
Electric vehicle. The term “electric vehicle” means a vehicle that can be powered by an electric motor that draws electricity from a battery and is capable of being charged from an external source.
Electric vehicle charging station. The term “electric vehicle charging station” means a location that contains an external source of power that may be used to charge an electric vehicle.
Mobile application. The term “mobile application” means a type of application software designed to run on a mobile device, such as a smartphone or tablet computer.
b. Mobile application. No later than 180 days following the effective date of the local law that added this section, the department of information technology and telecommunications, in conjunction with the department and any other relevant agency, shall create a mobile application that provides information regarding all publicly accessible electric vehicle charging stations in the city and allows users to filter the electric vehicle charging stations based on such information. Such information shall include, at a minimum:
1. The locations of each electric vehicle charging station imposed on a map of the city;
2. The voltage and charging level of each electric vehicle charging station;
3. The electric vehicle connector types provided by each station;
4. Whether each electric vehicle charging station can be used to charge bicycles with electric assist; and
5. To the extent the city has or can reasonably obtain such information, a real time display indicating whether each electric vehicle charging station is available or in use.
c. Such mobile application shall not:
1. Retain internet protocol addresses or data regarding the operation system of the device on which it is installed;
2. Have access to data or information stored on the mobile device;
3. Have access to microphones, cameras, or Bluetooth on the mobile device; or
4. Be able to activate or deactivate Wi-Fi on the mobile device.
d. Data collected by such mobile application shall not be retained for more than 6 months from the date of collection. Identifying information, as defined by section 23-1201, collected by such mobile application shall not be shared except with the affirmative consent of the user. The user’s consent to share personal identifying information shall not be required as a condition to access or use the mobile application.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 139
 
By Council Members Brooks-Powers and Louis
 
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to adding two commissioners to the New York city taxi and limousine commission board
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
 Section 1. Subdivision a of section 2301 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 12 for the year 1971, is amended to read as follows:
a. The commission shall consist of [nine] 11 members to be appointed by the mayor with the advice and consent of the city council; at least 2 of said members shall hold a valid driver license issued by the commission; [five] 5 of said members, [one] 1 resident from each of the [five] 5 boroughs of New York city, shall be recommended for appointment by a majority vote of the [councilmen] council members of the respective borough. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 1000
 
By Council Members Brannan, Farías, Narcisse, Banks, Brewer, Nurse, Ossé, Louis and Zhuang
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to permitting the use of commercial parking spaces by for-hire vehicles
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
 Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19.170.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 167 for the year 2021, is amended by adding a new definition of “for-hire vehicle” in alphabetical order to read as follows:
For-hire vehicle. The term “for-hire vehicle shall have the same meaning as set forth in subdivision g of section 19-502.
§ 2. Subdivision b of section 19.170.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 167 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
b. The department shall regulate commercial parking meter areas with a parking meter, mobile payment system, a parking reservation system, or other means as determined by the department. No person shall park a commercial vehicle, a for-hire vehicle, or a service vehicle, whether attended or not, in a commercial parking meter area:
1. without first purchasing the amount of parking time desired from a parking meter, mobile payment system, parking reservation system, or other means as determined by the department; or
2. in excess of three hours, unless otherwise indicated by a posted sign.
§ 3. Section 19.170.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 167 for the year 2021, is amended by adding a new subdivision g to read as follows:
g. The department shall promulgate rules to authorize for-hire vehicles to park or stand in commercial parking meter areas at individual intervals of up to thirty minutes, four times per day.
§ 4. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 1346
 
By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Williams, Narcisse, Banks and Louis
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to study the commuter van industry
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-529.8 to read as follows:
§ 19-529.8 Commuter van industry study. a. The commissioner of transportation shall conduct a study to assess the role of the commuter van industry in the city’s transit system. For the purposes of this section, the term “commuter van” is understood to include both licensed and unlicensed commuter vans. The commissioner of transportation shall conduct such study within 1 year of the effective date of the local law that added this section and every 4 years thereafter. As part of such study, the commissioner of transportation shall independently gather data on the commuter van industry and use such data to:
1. Estimate the total number of commuter vans in operation, disaggregated by licensed and unlicensed commuter vans;
2. Estimate the total daily number of commuter van passengers;
3. Profile selected areas served by commuter vans and evaluate the characteristics of commuter van patterns in each area, including routes, ridership, service and stop frequency, an estimation of the number of daily commuter van trips, and an estimation of the number of commuter vans in operation in each selected area;
4. Map the locations of marked commuter van stops;
5. Identify select areas where commuter vans interfere with travel lanes, bus lanes, bus stops, delivery zones, crosswalks, and the flow of pedestrians, and identify locations where additional marked commuter van stops would likely reduce commuter van interference with other street uses;
6. Conduct surveys of commuter van passengers and operators in select geographic areas to understand ridership patterns and other modes of transit used by commuter van passengers, including public transit;
7. Assess enforcement strategies to promote compliance with commuter van requirements; and
8. Investigate any other aspects of the commuter van industry that the commissioner of transportation deems relevant.
b. Within 60 days following the completion of each study required pursuant to subdivision a of this section, the commissioner of transportation shall publish a report on the findings of such study on the department’s website and submit such report to the mayor and the speaker of the city council.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 1347
 
By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Williams, Narcisse, Banks and Louis
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to enforcing violations against unlicensed commuter vans
 
 Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-504.5 to read as follows:
§ 19-504.5 Enforcement against unlicensed commuter vans and unauthorized commuter van services. a. The commission shall, in collaboration with the police department and the department of transportation, develop and maintain a checklist of state and local laws, rules and regulations which apply to the operation of an unlicensed commuter van or concern the safety and well-being of bystanders or such van’s occupants. This checklist shall include any applicable laws, rules and regulations concerning the licensure of the vehicle, the authorization of the commuter van service, the licensure of the driver, and any applicable insurance or inspection requirements. 
b. Any officer authorized to enforce the commission’s rules and regulations governing commuter vans shall, upon stopping and identifying a vehicle as an unlicensed commuter van, examine the checklist developed pursuant to subdivision a of this section and determine which, if any, such laws, rules and regulations have been violated, and any notice of violation issued shall be for the maximum monetary penalty permitted by law for each such violation.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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