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          1  SANITATION AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MCMAHON:  Good morning,

          3  everyone.  My name is Michael McMahon, and I am

          4  Chairman of the Sanitation, Solid Waste Committee,

          5  and today the Committee will consider passage of

          6  Intro. 485- A.

          7                 Intro. 485- A codifies the agreement

          8  between the Mayor and the City Council regarding

          9  recycling.  This bill temporarily authorizes

         10  alternate week recycling pick- ups throughout the

         11  City of New York, until March 31, 2004.  On April

         12  1st, 2004, when we will return to weekly recycling

         13  pick- ups, glass will also be collected.  As of that

         14  date, New York City's ground- breaking, curb- side

         15  recycling program that had been reduced due to

         16  budgetary constraints, and I will also say, due to a

         17  lack of belief in recycling, the program will be

         18  back to its original, mandated strength.

         19                 Plastics and juice containers, as

         20  agreed to as part of last year's budget agreement,

         21  will be collected as of July 1, 2003.  Christmas

         22  tree recycling that had been suspended last year

         23  will be re- instated this year.  Yard waste special

         24  collection, suspended last year, will be re-

         25  instated in the fall of 2004.
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          2                 Let me just say that I think that

          3  June 27th, 2003 will be a day that will always be

          4  marked as the rebirth or renaissance of the

          5  recycling program in the City of New York. While it

          6  is true that we are embarking on somewhat of a bumpy

          7  road over the next nine months for recycling,

          8  certainly, come April 1st, 2004, we will be able to

          9  celebrate the full reinstitution of recycling in the

         10  City of New York.  And this is critical, because as

         11  always, the City of New York has dealt with a very

         12  serious solid waste management problem and crises.

         13  And those of us from Staten Island certainly know

         14  what it is like to live next to and part of that

         15  crises, by having the Fresh Kills Landfill as our

         16  unwanted neighbor for 50 years.  The landfill is now

         17  closed, and we know there were those before us who

         18  can take credit for that.  But it has always been my

         19  assignment, and I think Council Member Lanza will

         20  agree, that it is our assignment to keep the gate of

         21  the landfill locked.  And to make sure that that

         22  same unwanted neighbor is not visited upon any other

         23  parts of the City, to make sure that the City has a

         24  valid, workable, feasible, and environmentally

         25  friendly plan that reduces, reuses, and recycles.
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          2  And that is what we are doing today, to make sure

          3  that as we move forward on other parts of a solid

          4  waste management plan, that recycling is an integral

          5  part of any plan.

          6                 Unfortunately, there are some non-

          7  believers out there in the world, who do not

          8  understand that recycling cannot only save money and

          9  reduce the amount of garbage that we have to deal

         10  with, but also, have an incredibly positive impact

         11  on our environment.  However, maybe today we mark

         12  not only the reinstitution of recycling, but a very

         13  welcome seat change and opinion from the

         14  Administration.  And I say not only this

         15  Administration, but all prior Administrations have

         16  never really bought into recycling like the City

         17  Council has, going back to the prior Council, which

         18  passed the original law in 1989.  So, we are here,

         19  thanks to their good work, and the former members of

         20  the Council, under Speaker Peter Vallone's

         21  leadership.  But we are here now leading the charge,

         22  and we are very, very ecstatic that the Bloomberg

         23  Administration now has adopted and sees with the

         24  vision that we see that recycling is important, and

         25  that it is critical to any solid waste management
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          2  plan.  And we welcome this spirit of cooperation and

          3  teamwork from the Administration as we move forward.

          4

          5                 I want to, just for the record,

          6  reflect that my colleagues are here; Jose Serrano

          7  from the Bronx, David Yassky from Brooklyn, Madeline

          8  Provenzano is visiting with us today, also from the

          9  Bronx, David Weprin from Queens, and Andrew Lanza,

         10  my colleague from Staten Island.  And before I ask

         11  any colleagues to speak, I just want to thank the

         12  staff of the City Council Committee on Sanitation

         13  and Solid Waste, lead by Carmen Cognetta, as well as

         14  Roberto, Michael, Veronica, and wait somebody's

         15  missing, oh, and Andrew.  And also very, very

         16  pointedly thank the Speaker of the City Council,

         17  Gifford Miller, and especially his Deputy Chief of

         18  Staff, Marcel Van Ooyen who has a passion for

         19  recycling that may equal, surpass even mine, and is

         20  a true believer.  And it is thanks to his hard work

         21  that we were able to hammer out this deal at the

         22  last moment, and I think, will ensure the viability

         23  of recycling for this generation and future

         24  generations to come.

         25                 So, having said that, I would ask any
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          2  of my colleagues if they have any comment they would

          3  like to make.  We have no witnesses this morning.

          4  So if any of my colleagues, I think having

          5  introduced all my colleagues,-- I am also pleased to

          6  say that Robert Jackson is here, and we, of course,

          7  we all congratulate him and the Campaign for Fiscal

          8  Equity for really championing the children of our

          9  City and education.  And it is a well- deserved

         10  victory, and we are grateful for your leadership on

         11  that.

         12                 So, if any members have anything to

         13  say, Council member Yassky?  Okay, so at this point,

         14  oh yes, I am sorry, for technical purposes, Counsel

         15  Carmen Cognetta has to read into the record the

         16  statement regarding SEEKER (phonetic) and the

         17  environmental impacts.

         18                 MR. COGNETTA:  Yes, Carmen Cognetta,

         19  Counsel to the Committee.  For the record, we

         20  received a letter from Robert Alden, Deputy

         21  Commissioner of Bureau of Legal Affairs of the

         22  Department of Sanitation that the Bureau of Legal

         23  Affairs has prepared a memo, which we have a copy

         24  of, which explains the conclusion that the adoption

         25  of Intro. No. 485- A, Proposed Modification to the
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          2  Administration and Management of the City's

          3  recycling program is properly exempt, under Title

          4  II, from Environmental Review under the State

          5  Environmental Quality Review Act and City

          6  Environmental Quality Review Procedures.  The letter

          7  and memorandum will be placed in the file for the

          8  record.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MCMAHON:  Okay, and also,

         10  just before we call the vote, to also state that

         11  officially, for the record, as we have done

         12  informally, we are calling upon the Administration

         13  in the spirit of cooperation and also understanding

         14  that this, the bumpy road that we will have for the

         15  next nine months is going to cause a lot of

         16  confusion amongst the citizens of the City.  And we

         17  are asking for a moratorium on the fining, or the

         18  issuance of violations for recycling mistakes that

         19  the people may make, especially given the fact that

         20  we will have once every two- week pick- up, for nine

         21  months, and we have asked for that.  And we have

         22  also asked for an adequate education program to be

         23  undertaken.  I understand from statements from the

         24  Administration that they are planning to do a

         25  mailing into every household, and we welcome that,
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          2  we hope that it will be done right away.  And we

          3  will be trying to introduce a bill next week to look

          4  at a moratorium on the issuance of violations and

          5  mandating education, so we will report back to all

          6  of you on that next week.

          7                 At this point, the Chair

          8  wholeheartedly,-- Oh yes, Council Member Provenzano?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Thank

         10  you, Mr. Chair, I kind of crashed this party, but.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MCMAHON:  You are always

         12  welcome.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  I have a

         14  secret desire to be on the Sanitation Committee,

         15  that is why.  But my passion, I think, also equals

         16  yours and Marcel's as far as recycling and

         17  sanitation, and it is the one thing that I am like

         18  mildly insane about, you could talk to my family

         19  about that.

         20                 We also, in my district, have a

         21  history of two landfills, one which fortunately we

         22  are turning into a golf course, but one is just

         23  sitting there still as a memory of a past life, so.

         24  I think what we are doing is a good thing, and I

         25  look forward to getting into the full recycling
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          2  restoration.  But my one fear, and we have discussed

          3  this, and I certainly go along with your thought on

          4  the moratorium, is, for some reason or other, and I

          5  do not totally understand it, people get so confused

          6  with recycling.  And when my seniors come to me, or

          7  call me, and come to my office and tell me about the

          8  guy who puts on the big, long glove and sticks his

          9  hand in the garbage to see what he could come out

         10  with that does not belong there, I see that as a

         11  real problem.  You know, it is like, are we

         12  recreating Russia or it is, there is something

         13  totally scary about that, and I would hope that in

         14  the future maybe we could address that.  It just

         15  does not seem, to me, to be that important, that you

         16  have to search through people's garbage to come up

         17  with a summons.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MCMAHON:  No, I agree,

         19  Councilwomen Provenzano and, first let me say, we

         20  welcome you here, and we welcome you on this

         21  Committee.  This has been an issue for this

         22  Committee, and we will continue to work with the

         23  Administration to, through our powers of oversight,

         24  to try to convince them that recycling is important.

         25    We do have to make sure it is done properly.  We
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          2  cannot contaminate the stream of what we collect.

          3  But at the same time, to give out tickets and to go

          4  through people's garbage is not the type of world

          5  that we want to live in either.  There has to be a

          6  balance and common sense enforcement, and I know,

          7  that working together with the Mayor's Office and

          8  their representatives, that we are hopeful that we

          9  can strike a balance that will serve this program

         10  and the people of the City of New York.   I see some

         11  of the Mayor's representatives here, and

         12  Commissioner Doherty's representative is here.

         13  Again, not to understate in the broader picture what

         14  a great victory this is and how important their

         15  belief in going forward, at this point, with

         16  recycling is, but if we do not enforce it properly,

         17  then it is really not a victory.  So, we will work

         18  very hard to make sure of that in the future.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  On that same

         20  subject, I have also gotten many complaints about

         21  the offensive nature of sanitation inspectors or

         22  whoever, going through people's garbage. And they

         23  look at it as an invasion of privacy because there

         24  may be other things in the garbage that could be

         25  subject to information. And when I first came onto

                                                            11

          1  SANITATION AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

          2  the Council, one of the two biggest complaints I got

          3  were that people getting, being offended by that, as

          4  well as getting summonses for watering their lawn

          5  more than two hours, every other day.  But I solved

          6  that problem, with a little help from above, but I

          7  do not think they will be getting those summonses

          8  for watering their lawn this summer.

          9                 But I just wanted to add my agreement

         10  with Council Member Provenzano that it is a problem,

         11  and it is something that we should address.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MCMAHON:  Okay, and also

         13  just a reminder that we had been asked this year to

         14  increase the fines for recycling, and the Council

         15  refused to do that.  So, I think that that is just,

         16  I just bring that up as a reminder when, as a

         17  talking point when you talk to your constituents.

         18                 We will push for information; we will

         19  try to make a flyer available to all the Council

         20  members to make sure that you can hand it out in

         21  your district offices, as well.  We certainly, we

         22  will get a copy of the Administration's that they

         23  mail, and we will do the best we can.

         24                 Having said that, we will now call

         25  the vote.  And I will state unequivocally that the
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          2  Chair, wholeheartedly and passionate with Van Ooyen

          3  passion for recycling, recommends a yes vote.  I

          4  vote, aye, in the affirmative.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Serrano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO:  Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Mr. Chairman,

         11  may I explain my vote?  I will vote for this bill

         12  because I am very excited and enthusiastic about the

         13  earlier return of glass recycling.  I do have very

         14  grave concerns about the every other week recycling,

         15  for two reasons.  One is, I believe, it will result

         16  in a lot less material being put into recycling.  We

         17  have seen that already with paper, the confusion

         18  generated by what is recyclable and what is not has

         19  decreased in the amount of paper.  But also because

         20  of the fines, I also want to join in with my, our

         21  colleagues, Council Members Provenzano and Weprin in

         22  my strong concern about fines.  I will say I have

         23  not yet been among those accusing the Administration

         24  of deliberate ticket blitz.  But if we see fines

         25  being handed out to homeowners for recycling, then

                                                            13

          1  SANITATION AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

          2  there is no doubt in my mind that will be an unfair

          3  ticket blitz.  That what they are doing is, if we

          4  see fines in the next, over the next few months, it

          5  will be because a trap has been set, and homeowners

          6  got caught in it.  And I very, very strongly urge

          7  the Administration not to do that.  People can

          8  remember every other, you know, every Tuesday is

          9  recycling day, and to ask them to remember which is

         10  recycling week, really is asking a lot.  And while,

         11  if you believe in recycling, as we do, you have to

         12  make it mandatory and there has to be fine.  Unless

         13  you have really made sure that people know what is

         14  going on, it is not fair to hold them responsible.

         15  So, I guess I just would strongly urge the

         16  Administration not to penalize homeowners unfairly,

         17  and they will hear about it, as we know, if they do.

         18    So, Mr. Chair, I vote yes, thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Mr. Chair,

         21  may I be excused to comment on my vote?  I do not

         22  need to explain that.  I, obviously, vote yes as far

         23  as the recycling is concerned.  But since my

         24  colleagues are commenting on the whole situation as

         25  far as fines, I more personally would love to see
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          2  our enforcement personnel, focus on individuals that

          3  are putting their household garbage into the litter

          4  baskets on the corner.  That is devastating to our

          5  community, because the baskets are overflowing and

          6  as a result of that, the litter is, the wind is

          7  taking it all in our streets.

          8                 Also, rather than sticking their hand

          9  in someone's garbage to see if they are recycling

         10  properly, education is the key, as you indicated,

         11  and I would love to see a more educational program

         12  put into place.  In fact, we should do that as far

         13  as ourselves, to hold seminars in our community on

         14  recycling so people can come.  But I would love to

         15  see our enforcement personnel basically patrol our

         16  streets, and if people are littering, then give them

         17  a ticket for littering, and dropping soda cartons,

         18  and Chinese food things in the street, and other

         19  things like that. Because, obviously, our education

         20  system is not working to the point where, I believe,

         21  we do need to set an example and give people, even

         22  if it is a small fine of $25.00.  You know, if you

         23  pay enough of those, you are going to stop

         24  littering, or if you have more than one or two when

         25  you go to pay, then you pay more.  I would love to
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          2  see our enforcement involved in those type of

          3  activities first, more so than the others.

          4                 Thank you, so I adamantly vote yes as

          5  far as recycling on a continuous basis, thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:

          8  Congratulations, Mr. Chairman, I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 6 in the

         10  affirmative, 0 in the negative, and no abstentions,

         11  the item is adopted. Council members please sign the

         12  Committee Report.  Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MCMAHON:  Okay, I thank

         14  you all very much.  Reminding you also that we are

         15  resuming Christmas Tree pick up, and if you recall,

         16  last year, that was really a big issue and that is

         17  something also to tell our constituents.

         18                 And on the issues you raised, Council

         19  Member Jackson, we have over the last few months

         20  raised the fine for that littering in the wire

         21  baskets, if you will, when people put their

         22  household waste in there, and also for repeat

         23  offenders of the littering law.  So that is where we

         24  have to urge sanitation to enforce, and I agree that

         25  these are things that really affect the quality- of-
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          2  life, and we will continue to work with the

          3  Administration and their able staff to improve the

          4  quality- of- life of the City of New York.

          5                 And I thank you all very much, and I

          6  hereby adjourn this meeting.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 11:32 a.m.)
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