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   Catherine Torres, Director and Deputy Chief of Staff 

COMMITTEE ON MENTAL HEALTH, MENTAL RETARDATION, 

ALCOHOLISM, DRUG ABUSE, AND DISABILITY SERVICES

HON. MARGARITA LÓPEZ – CHAIRPERSON
PRECONSIDERED. RES.  NO.:
By: Council Members López and McMahon
SUBJECT:                                 
Resolution opposing the Governor’s Budget proposal to close the Institute for Basic Research in Staten Island that serves children and adults with serious and persistent mental disabilities in the City and State of New York, and calling for the immediate restoration to the budget of all funds necessary to keep the Institutes’ valuable research programs and treatment programs operating   

April 28, 2003

On Monday, April 28, 2003, the Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and Disability Services, chaired by Council Member Margarita López, will hold a Hearing to discuss Reconsidered Resolution No.,   opposing Governor Pataki’s proposal to close The Institute for Basic Research located in Staten Island. The Institute for Basic Research is a world-renowned research facility that has developed ground-breaking protocols for detection, prevention and treatment of diseases of the mind. On April 7, 2003, the Committee held a hearing to consider a similar Resolution, Res. No. 771 and voted in favor of its passage. Res. No 771 condemns Governor Pataki’s proposed budget cuts to close psychiatric centers throughout the State, but inadvertently omitted the Institute For Basic Research in Staten Island.  Attached hereto is a copy of Preconsidered Resolution No.    .

BACKGROUND

The New York State Budget Proposal for Fiscal Year 2003-2004 (Governor’s plan) proposed by Governor Pataki slashes many programs throughout the State, affecting in large part the ability of New York City to adequately serve the needs of residents with serious and persistent mental health, mental retardation, developmental disabilities, substance abuse, and other psychiatric disorders.
   The Governor’s plan calls for the closing of a total of five psychiatric centers: the Elmira, Middletown, Hutchings, Bronx and Bronx Children’s Psychiatric Centers.  In addition, the Executive budget seeks to close the Nathan S. Kline Institute, a nationally prominent psychiatric research facility, and consolidate parts of this facility with the New York Psychiatric Institute and the Institute for Basic Research in Staten Island.  

PRECONSIDERED RESOLUTION NO. 

The Preconsidered Resolution would oppose the Governor’s budget proposal to close the  Institute for Basic Research (the “Institute”)  in Staten Island. 

The Resolution would emphasize that the Governor’s Plan completely ignores the adverse impact that this closure will have on the mental health of children and adults with serious and persistent mental illness and developmental disabilities.  The Resolution would further point to the    ground-breaking discoveries that have been developed by the Institute, including major discoveries, that have helped prevent and effectively diagnose and treat diseases of the mind, such as: discovering the genetic defect that leads to Phenylketonuria (PKU); developing a diet that prevents or alleviates mental retardation; developing the test to identify the fragile X syndrome, which is the most common cause of mental retardation, allowing family members of known carriers to discover if they are likely to have a child with fragile X; developing a test to detect and prevent fetal alcohol syndrome; pinpointing the gene for Alzheimer disease; and developing the first test tube model of lesions that cause dementia in Alzheimer disease.   

The Resolution would highlight the extensive services and educational programs that the Institute provides for children and adults with developmental disabilities and their families.  The Resolution would underscore that the Governor’s plan demonstrates a callous disregard for the civil rights of children and adults with mental illness and developmental disabilities.  Furthermore, the Resolution would highlight the potential result for irreparable harm to thousands of mentally ill New Yorkers, if the Governor’s Plan is implemented.  


Finally, the Resolution would conclude by calling for the restoration of all funds necessary to keep the Institute’s valuable research and treatment programs in place.

� See Press Release, PEF Preps Lawsuit to Block Psychiatric Center Closings, 3/17/03.
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