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Good Morning,  
 
My name is Jumaane D. Williams, the Public Advocate for the City of New York. Thank you to Chair 
Ariola and committee members for holding today's hearing. 
 
As climate change continues to impact our city in unpredictable ways, we have a responsibility to be 
informed, prepared, and protected from dangerous weather. As we saw in 2024, this weather is not 
confined to one specific challenge. In April, a 4.8 magnitude earthquake shook the city.1 In August, a 
flash flood caused widespread flooding across the city, resulting in residents in need of rescue, abandoned 
vehicles, and power outages.23 Two months later, the lack of expected rainfall resulted in the driest 
October in the city’s recorded history, forcing New Yorkers to conserve daily water usage.4 This drought 
also caused wildfires in and around the city, endangering residents and impacting our air quality with 
orange and polluted skies.5 We know that these fires, which are magnified by drought conditions, are 
usually the result of accidental ignition. At the end of last year, I published a report on the danger of fires 
caused by lithium-ion batteries and will continue to call for safety measures that prevent these dangerous 
blazes. 
 
Altogether, these occurrences are not an anomaly but a growing issue that demands our attention and 
preparedness. Flash floods present the most frequent and dangerous of these natural occurrences, greatly 
impacting communities with lower elevation levels in Southeastern Queens, South Brooklyn, and the 
Bronx.6 These high risk areas are compounded by basement units which may not be properly secured 
against heavy rainfall. According to the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, there are more than 4,000 
below ground units that are at risk of major flooding, events which are not only dangerous and costly but 
potentially life threatening.7 
 
New solutions must also include neighborhoods that may not be coastal but are disproportionately 
impacted by flash flooding. Interior sections of Brooklyn and Queens, like Hollis, Queens, are in need of 
a thorough reassessment due to groundwater levels and predevelopment conditions. The flooding caused 

7 https://assets.bwbx.io/documents/users/iqjWHBFdfxIU/rujBlRi49.yc/v0 
6 https://dcp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=1c37d271fba14163bbb520517153d6d5 
5 https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2024/11/14/new-york-city-wildfires-brush/76292335007/ 
4 https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2024/11/02/nyc-drought-watch-october-mayor-adams/ 
3 https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/07/weather/new-york-city-storm-flooding.html 

2 
https://nypost.com/2024/08/06/us-news/flash-flooding-traps-drivers-on-nyc-roads-after-storms-dump-4-of-rain-on-b
ig-apple/ 

1 https://www.reuters.com/world/us/magnitude-55-earthquake-strikes-new-york-new-jersey-emsc-2024-04-05/ 

1 CENTRE STREET    NEW YORK NY   10007    TEL 212 669 7200    
 FAX 212 669 4701    ADVOCATE.NYC.GOV 

 



 
PUBLIC ADVOCATE FOR THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

Jumaane D. Williams 

by Hurricane Ida in 2021 was so severe in Hollis that two people drowned.8 To ensure that this does not 
happen again, our investments in stormwater infrastructure must be precise and focus on prevention. 
While I support any effort made to keep people safe from our changing climate, we should view shelters 
as a last resort and prevention as a duty. 
 
As these natural disasters grow more frequent, it is essential that we preempt them with careful planning. 
This includes comprehensive emergency action plans for residents who may be forced to evacuate their 
homes, investments in safe housing and storm protection infrastructure, and the careful maintenance of 
our city’s water and sewage systems. I look forward to working with city officials this year to address our 
current shortcomings and implement the necessary solutions.  
 
Thank you.  
 

8 
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/investigations/why-some-queens-neighborhoods-clobbered-by-ida-may-not-be-priorit
ized-for-climate-funds/3849034/ 
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