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..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the rules of construction for unspecified ranges of civil penalties
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 52 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 1155 to read as follows:
§ 1155. Default civil penalty within unspecified range. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the term “unspecified range of penalties” means any provision setting forth a range of civil penalties that meets all of the following criteria:
1. The minimum penalty is greater than zero; 
2. The maximum penalty is either specified or unspecified; and
3. The provision does not set forth any aggravating, mitigating, or other factors to guide discretion regarding which penalty amount within the range to impose in a particular situation.
b. For any unspecified range of penalties set forth in this charter, the default civil penalty for a first violation shall be the lowest amount in the range. No agency or officer may impose a civil penalty greater than the default civil penalty for a violation unless the agency establishes by rule the aggravating factors that would justify the imposition of a greater penalty.
§ 2. Chapter 1 of title 1 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 1-115 to read as follows:
§ 1-115 Default civil penalty within unspecified range. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the term “unspecified range of penalties” means any provision setting forth a range of civil penalties that meets all of the following criteria:
1. The minimum penalty is greater than zero; 
2. The maximum penalty is either specified or unspecified; and
3. The provision does not set forth any aggravating, mitigating, or other factors to guide discretion regarding which penalty amount within the range to impose in a particular situation.
b. For any unspecified range of penalties set forth in the code, the default civil penalty for a first violation shall be the lowest amount in the range. No agency or officer may impose a civil penalty greater than the default civil penalty for a violation unless the agency establishes by rule the aggravating factors that would justify the imposition of a greater penalty.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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