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          1  LANDMARKS, SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Welcome to the

          3  Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and

          4  Maritime Uses. I am Jessica Lappin, the Chair,

          5  joined by Council Member Oddo from Staten Island,

          6  Council Member Martinez from Manhattan, Council

          7  Member Palma from the Bronx and Council Member

          8  Mendez from Manhattan.

          9                 We have one item on the agenda today.

         10  I just wanted to note there were originally three

         11  items, one in Council Member Arroyo's district, a

         12  school that has been deferred and one that was an

         13  early childhood center in Council Member Gentile's

         14  district, the SCA has sent us a letter withdrawing

         15  that from the agenda.

         16                 So, I'd like to open the public

         17  hearing on the item in Council Member Oddo's

         18  district, Camelot Counseling Center, 20075140. We

         19  have here to testify today Angelo Mascia, from the

         20  New York City Health and Hospital's Corporation

         21  representing the Sea View Hospital. Please, if you

         22  can introduce yourself and begin.

         23                 MR. MASCIA: Good morning. My name is

         24  Angelo Mascia. I'm the Executive Director of Sea

         25  View Hospital Rehabilitation Center and Home.
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          2                 To my right is Keith Pack, the

          3  facility's Director up at Sea View.

          4                 The Health and Hospitals Corporation

          5  would like to execute a long-term sublease with

          6  Camelot Counseling Centers for the group building

          7  and a parcel of land to operate a 24-bed women's

          8  treatment program on the campus of Sea View.

          9                 Camelot is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit

         10  corporation which has been providing treatment for

         11  the chemical dependency to the Staten Island

         12  community since 1973, and in 1992, opened the

         13  community's first chemical dependency residential

         14  facility for young male adults.

         15                 Camelot has been selected by the New

         16  York City -- New York State, I'm sorry, Office of

         17  Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services to establish

         18  a residence on Staten Island for the treatment of

         19  women who suffer from alcoholism and substance

         20  abuse.

         21                 The Dormitory Authority of the State

         22  of New York, known as DASNY, performed a feasibility

         23  study which concluded that with renovations Sea

         24  View's group building could accommodate a

         25  residential treatment program. The design,
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          2  construction and financing necessary to renovate the

          3  group building will be managed by DASNY.

          4                 DASNY has approved a $4.5 million

          5  renovation to the building on the Sea View Campus.

          6  As part of the enabling legislation of the Health

          7  and Hospitals Corporation, we held a public hearing

          8  on October 3rd where over a dozen speakers spoke in

          9  favor of the project, and we're here today to seek

         10  your approval to continue the process.

         11                 If you have any questions, we will

         12  answer them now.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Council Member

         14  Oddo, do you want to make a statement?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         16  Chair.

         17                 Let me just tell my colleagues, this

         18  is a long time in coming. I first started working on

         19  this project in the first year I was elected in

         20  1999. In fact, it was so long ago that several of

         21  the meetings we had with the City and the State were

         22  held in what was then called the Public Hearing room

         23  which is now the bull pen, and unfortunately, this

         24  project has had some starts and stops.

         25                 It's very rare in my community, and
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          2  I'll be very frank, when you want to put a home for

          3  disabled children, unfortunately, sometimes Staten

          4  Island has reacted in a great deal of ignorance, so

          5  it's very rare when you have elected officials, a

          6  community board, a particular community open its

          7  arms for a home dealing with either drug or alcohol

          8  dependency.

          9                 This is, it's a great location, it's

         10  on the grounds of the Sea View Campus, it will be

         11  run by Camelot, Luke Nasta, who heads it, I've known

         12  him for 15 years, and worked with him. It's a great

         13  program. It's Staten Islanders taking care of Staten

         14  Island, and it's a good thing.

         15                 I'm just grateful that finally, after

         16  all these years, we've been able to work it out. And

         17  my appreciation goes out to Angelo and everyone at

         18  Sea View and every one at HHC for help in finally

         19  making this a reality.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you. I

         21  wanted to note we've been joined by Council Members

         22  Barron and Comrie.

         23                 Just one question, are there any

         24  other facilities like this on Staten Island for

         25  women at this point?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Separate solely

          3  for women and alcohol dependency, I don't believe a

          4  separate facility.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Great. Thank you

          6  very much. We can close the public hearing, there is

          7  no one else here to testify.

          8                 We're going to vote on a motion to

          9  file the withdrawal for the site plan for the

         10  440-seat childhood center in Council Member

         11  Gentile's district, and then vote on this item in

         12  Council Member Oddo's district. And I'd like to ask

         13  the Council to call the roll.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Lappin.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         20  Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm sorry,

         22  Madam Chair, I didn't quite hear what you said?

         23                 You said that we're going to vote

         24  for?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I explained at
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          2  the beginning of the meeting that the item in

          3  Council Member Arroyo's district has been deferred,

          4  and that the SCA submitted a letter asking, I'm

          5  sorry, withdrawing the item, the Childhood Center in

          6  Council Member Gentile's district. So, we're voting

          7  on a motion to file the withdrawal for the Fort

          8  Hamilton Parkway Early Childhood Center, and we're

          9  voting on the Camelot Counseling Center in Council

         10  Member Oddo's district.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay.

         12                 Can I ask why the one in Fort

         13  Hamilton was withdrawn?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: The local Council

         15  Member, who is on her way, and the Speaker --

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: No, no, the

         17  Fort Hamilton.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Oh, in response

         19  to some of the concerns that Council Member Gentile

         20  and the Council have raised that have not been

         21  worked out, the SCA voluntarily withdrew the item.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So, that's a

         23  permanent withdrawal, or it's a deferral?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: They reserved the

         25  right to submit it for consideration at a later
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          2  date.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay. All

          4  right, then I'll vote aye to accept the withdrawal

          5  letter, and aye for the Camelot Counseling Center in

          6  Staten Island, Council Member Oddo's district.

          7                 Is that correct? Thank you.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          9  Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         12  Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I had a quick

         14  question before. They left.

         15                 The facility, is it for women only in

         16  Staten Island in that area, or is it open to --

         17                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: If you can come

         18  back to the mic, thank you.

         19                 MR. MASCIA: Okay, Angelo Mascia, from

         20  Sea View Hospital.

         21                 The Camelot actually has services in

         22  all five boroughs of the City. So, it could be used

         23  for people from all over the City, not just the

         24  Staten Island community.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Okay. Aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          4  Mendez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          7  Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         10  Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         13  eight in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         14  no abstentions. The item is passed to the full Land

         15  Use Committee.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Meeting

         17  adjourned.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         19  Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         22  nine in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         23  abstentions.

         24                 (Hearing concluded at 11:21 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 20th day of November 2006.
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