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Local 32BJ is pleased to submit this testimony in support of the Worker Fatality 

Bill, Int. No. 865, which would require the Department of Consumer and Worker 

Protection (DCWP) to establish and maintain an online public database of worker 

fatalities.  Establishing a centralized repository of information on worker deaths, 

including mortality rates by industry and occupation, will facilitate efforts to 

strengthen health and safety practices to better protect vulnerable workers.   

 

32BJ is the largest property services union in the country, representing around 

85,000 property service workers in the New York City metro area and 175,000 up 

and down the East Coast. Our members are the cleaners, door-people, security 

guards and other building service workers who keep our homes, workplaces, 

airports, schools, and transportation hubs clean and safe. 32BJ and its members 

fight to make life better for all working families in our state and strive for 

communities where all people are treated with fundamental dignity and respect.   

 

32BJ has long prioritized the health and safety of our members and unorganized 

building service workers, many of whom work in dangerous settings and are 

vulnerable to injury and even death. Among our membership, security officers 

and airport workers face especially high risks.   

 

Security guards employed by contractors are the first line of response to a wide 

range of social and economic crises, confronting the symptoms of substance 

addiction, housing insecurity, and mental illness that increasingly play out in 

public spaces. i  Contracted security has become the primary defense against 

property-related crimes, including retail loss prevention, securing office spaces 

and warehouses, and deterring theft in the city’s residential communities and 

business districts.  Security officers are especially vulnerable because they often 

work alone, and because the sector is plagued by high turnover rates fueled by 

low wages and benefits.  32BJ and its members have made significant progress 

towards raising wages, benefits and training standards, but further investments are 

needed to stabilize the sector.  Increased data will help illustrate the need for 

higher standards and what is at stake by a failure to make the needed reforms.  

 

Our members who work at John F. Kennedy and La Guardia airports face safety 

and security risks ranging from unruly passengers to weapon interception to 

machinery-related injuries. These conditions have only worsened in the wake of 

the pandemic.ii In a recent investigation into aviation-related injuries, the Wall 

Street Journal found that one airline saw ground handling-related injuries increase 

by as much as 64% compared to 2019.iii Airport workers are also among those 



 

 

 

most at risk for heat-related illness,iv which is an increasing concern as New York 

summers get hotter and longer.v Recent work-related fatalities include a worker 

crushed by an overturned forklift at Boston Logan Airport,vi a worker who was 

crushed between a tug and an airport jet bridge in Austin, Texas, vii and a worker 

who was ingested into a plane’s engine in Montgomery, Alabama.viii   

 

Thankfully, no 32BJ airports members have suffered a workplace fatality in 

recent years, but our members’ experiences have made us acutely aware of the 

risks and critical need to establish better health and safety protections, shore up 

wages and benefits to retain experienced workers, and provide the training 

workers need to protect themselves and the airports.   

 

Weak reporting requirements and incomplete data, however, hinder efforts to 

identify hazardous conditions and practices and effectively tailor interventions.  

The U.S. Government Accountability Office, for example, has noted that efforts 

to address the incidence of airport ramp accidents “have been hindered by a lack 

of data on the nature, extent, and cost of ramp accidents and the absence of 

industrywide ground handling standards.”ix   One obstacle to more comprehensive 

data collection was employers’ unwillingness “for competitive reasons to publicly 

disclose the data.”x   

 

By creating a central database of worker fatality data that is not dependent on 

employer reporting, Int. No. 865 will support efforts by the city, workers, and 

their unions to address these issues and better safeguard workers’ lives. This 

measure will be enormously valuable not only to 32BJ and its members, but to 

countless other vulnerable workers and labor organizations.  
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Laborers’ Local 1010 is the premier Paving and Road Building Union of New York City. Our 

members work together to build streets, bridges, and highways throughout the five boroughs of 

NYC. Local 1010, an affiliate of the NYS Laborers’, representing 40,000 men and women across 

the state, is a proud affiliate of the Laborers’ International Union of North America (LIUNA). It 

is of the utmost importance for the Laborers’ Union that accountability and transparency of NYC 

agencies, be utilized for the benefit and safety of the public, our members, and NYC contractors. 

 

I am providing this testimony today to state Laborers’ Local 1010’s support of Intro 865, 

introduced by Council Member Carmen De La Rosa, a local law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, as it relates to workplace fatalities data and 

collection.  

 

The tracking and reporting of workplace fatalities has become increasingly harder to verify, and 

in turn has taken away the sacrifice these workers haven unfortunately given. Unfortunately, it 

has become abundantly clear that finding the data on these workplace fatalities is very difficult 

and differs from agency to agency, as there is no one central agency to track these workplace 

fatalities. Relying on media reports, word of mouth, and social media posts is a disservice to the 

men and women who have given their life in the line of duty.  

 

Having workplace fatalities statistics in one centralized place will help advocates identify trends 

and allow employers/labor unions/advocates/policy makers to target specific industries or 

practices that need improvement. The data will not only help employ a more proactive approach 

but also will lead to improved safety standards, as well as resource allocation, focusing on high-

risk areas to implement preventive measures. 



 

The centralized listing of workplace fatalities will also lead to raising awareness amongst 

employers, employees, and the public about the importance of fostering a culture of vigilance 

and care amongst each other.  

 

There is also a disproportionate impact on Latinos and immigrants as 85% of workplace fatalities 

are made up from those two groups. Gathering and analyzing data on fatalities among Latino 

workers can inform targeted interventions, training programs, and safety regulations that are 

culturally and linguistically appropriate. With such a high number of fatalities being immigrant 

workers, once these fatalities do occur, people on construction sites then tend to leave, with no 

one to take the burden for the unfortunate fatalities that have occurred.  

 

With all the data under Intro 865 being compiled into one centralized location, we can take a 

preventive and more proactive approach with information that is more accessible, timely, and 

accurate. Thank you. 










	DCWP - Carlos Ortiz
	NYC Central Labor Council - Brendan Griffith
	Uniformed Sanitationmen's Association Local 831
	Mason Tenders District Council - Michael McGuire
	SEIU Local 32BJ - Manny Pastreich
	Local 1010, LIUNA
	zzzApperance Cards



