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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to community board review of transportation pilot projects.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Title 19 by adding new section 19-101.2.
INTRODUCTION


On October 8, 2009, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 1077.  This legislation would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, to require that the Department of Transportation (“DOT”), at least sixty days before implementation of a transportation pilot program, present plans of such pilot program to the Community Board in whose district(s) the pilot program will be located. The presentation would include, at a minimum, the cost of such project, a map showing the streets affected by such project, all traffic studies related to such project and the anticipated start and end dates for such project. 

The affected Community Board would have the opportunity to comment and make recommendations on the proposed pilot program and DOT would consider such comments and recommendations and where appropriate, revise the pilot program. After the comment period, and at least thirty days prior to implementation of such pilot project, DOT would forward notice to the affected Community Board that it will be going forward with the original pilot project or submit an amended pilot project plan. Invitees include New York City Department of Transportation Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, transportation advocates and other interested parties.  
BACKGROUND

DOT oversees one of the most complex transportation systems in the world.
 With more than 5,800 miles of street, sidewalks and highways and nearly 800 bridge and tunnel structures under its control, the DOT’s responsibilities are substantial and vital to the public’s overall safety.
 The DOT performs many of its functions through the use of projects and pilot programs.
 Examples of current transportation projects and pilot programs include reducing traffic congestion through Midtown Manhattan, providing more curbside parking for parking and loading on Kent Avenue in Brooklyn, calming traffic, enhancing the streetscape and improving pedestrian safety on Allerton Avenue in the Bronx and improving pedestrian safety at Jackson Avenue in Queens.
 The DOT has indicated that, “pilot projects are generally presented at Community Board meetings where the public can ask questions and provide feedback” (emphasis added).
 Thus, it appears that the DOT does not necessarily present all transportation pilot projects and programs to the locally affected Community Board(s).

Throughout New York City’s five boroughs, local Community Boards play a vital role in improving the quality of life of all New Yorkers.
 The 59 Community Boards are each made up of 50 unsalaried members appointed by the Borough President and local Council Member.
 Community Boards conduct regular meetings and discuss the City’s budget, land-use, quality of life and other community issues.
 While Community Boards are advisory bodies and cannot compel a City agency to perform a particular task, Community Boards are generally successful in solving problems that they address.


The purpose of this legislation is to ensure that DOT, before implementing a transportation pilot program, take into account the comments and recommendations from the Community Board and local residents, which may result in the project being improved and being more beneficial to the DOT and the public. 
ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 1077 would add a new section 19-101.2 to the Administrative Code, entitled “Community board review of pilot projects.” Subdivision a of new section 19-101.2 would define the term “affected community board” for purposes of this section to mean the Community Board or Boards in whose district a pilot project is to be located, in whole or in part. Subdivision b of new section 19-101.2 would state that at least sixty days before the implementation of a pilot program, DOT shall present its plans for such pilot at the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of each respective affected Community Board. Subdivision b would further state that such presentation shall include, at a minimum, the cost of such project, a map showing the streets affected by such project, all traffic studies related to such project and the projected start and end dates for such project. Subdivision c of new section 19-101.2 would provide that after such presentation(s), the affected Community Board may make recommendations or comments on such pilot project. Subdivision d of new section 19-101.2 would state that the department shall consider such recommendations and comments and may incorporate changes, where appropriate, into its pilot project plan. Subdivision e of new section 19‑101.2 would provide that DOT shall forward to the affected Community Board either an amended pilot project plan or notice that it will proceed with its original pilot project plan at least thirty days before implementing such pilot program. 
Section two of Int. No. 1077 would provide that this local law take effect sixty days after its enactment.
Int. No. 1077
 

By Council Members Gentile, Vacca, Brewer, Comrie, Dilan, Fidler, James, Koppell, Palma, Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Stewart, Weprin and Gerson
 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to community board review of transportation pilot projects.
 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

Section 1.  Chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-101.2 to read as follows:
§19-101.2  Community board review of pilot projects.  a.  For the purposes of this section, the following term "affected community board" shall mean the community board or boards in whose district a pilot project is to be located, in whole or in part.
b.  At least sixty days before the implementation of a pilot program, the department shall present its plans for such pilot at the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of each respective affected community board.  Such presentation shall include, at a minimum, the cost of such project, a map showing the streets affected by such project, all traffic studies related to such project and the projected start and end dates for such project.
c.  After such presentation(s), the affected community board may make recommendations or comments on such pilot project.
      
d.  The department shall consider such recommendations and comments and may incorporate changes, where appropriate, into its pilot project plan.
e.  The department shall forward to the affected community board either an amended pilot project plan or notice that it will proceed with its original pilot project plan at least thirty days before implementing such pilot program.  
      §2.  This local law shall take effect sixty days after it is enacted into law. 
 

PH

LS # 7580

9.11.09 - 3:50 pm

� N.Y. City Dep’t of Transportation, About DOT: Who Are We?, http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/dotdoes.shtml (last visited Oct. 1, 2009). 


� Id. 


� Id. 


� N.Y. City Dep’t of Transportation, About DOT: Current Projects, http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/currentproj.shtml (last visited Oct. 1, 2009). 


� Id. 


� Mayor’s Community Affairs Unit, Community Boards, http://www.nyc.gov/html/cau/html/cb/main.shtml (last visited Oct. 1, 2009). 


� Id. 


� Id. 


� Mayor’s Community Affairs Unit, Community Boards: Responsibilities, http://www.nyc.gov/html/cau/html/cb/main.shtml (last visited Oct. 1, 2009).





PAGE  
7

