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OVERSIGHT:  2003: Facilitating Governmental Operations and Fulfilling Democracy's Mandate.
INTRODUCTION


The Committee on Governmental Operations is conducting a meeting to identify and deliberate upon issues that the Committee may wish to address throughout the year.  Some of the issues on which the Committee has recently deliberated include:

· Analyzing and improving the responsiveness and accountability of City government;

· Reviewing and promoting effectiveness among City agencies responsible for the handling of government information and the delivery of intragovernmental services (“meta-agencies”);

· Enhancing the democratic process as it functions in the City;

· Assessing and bettering the operational and managerial efficiency of municipal government, including implementing organizational modifications;

· Reviewing the City’s Civil Service, including studying managerial initiatives and compensation schedules;

· Preserving the City’s public information and records, including reviewing the collection of statistics and the standards for collecting such statistics;

· Analyzing population and demography generally, including governmental efforts at redistricting and rezoning;

· Overseeing and facilitating the relationship between the City and the State and Federal governments and any international entities;

· Reviewing and implementing reorganizations in the executive and legislative branches of government; and

· Reviewing accounting standards of governmental agencies.

EFFICIENCY AND INTRAGOVERNMENTAL SERVICES IN CITY GOVERNMENT

The Committee on Governmental Operations continues to review governmental organization with an eye toward increasing both efficiency and accountability.  By addressing the organizational challenges of City agencies, the Committee can assist in implementing legislative proposals for change. Some of the agencies that fall within the jurisdiction of the Committee are: 

· The Law Department;

· The Board of Standards and Appeals; and

· The Department of Citywide Administrative Services.

PUBLIC ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

The City of New York has made several improvements in increasing access to public information.  Recently, the Committee passed Proposed Introductory Number (“Pro. Int. No.”) 119-A mandating that all government reports be available online shortly after completion.  However, the City is still regarded as having inadequate standards for the availability and dissemination of public information.

The Committee on Governmental Operations has jurisdiction over the following agencies, whose primary responsibilities include the management of government information or the delivery of intergovernmental services:

· The Department of Records and Information Services (“DORIS”);

· The Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications (“DoITT”);

· The Financial Information Services Agency (“FISA”); and

· The Commission on Public Information and Communication (“CoPIC”).

The Committee currently has legislation before it regarding the control and custody of city records, Pro. Int. No. 102-A and Int. No. 217 (at the request of the Mayor).  The question of public accessibility to city records is at the heart of good government discussions of the freedom of information and the openness of the democratic process.  The Committee will soon be revisiting these important pieces of legislation.
One of the best methods for improving citizen participation in municipal governance, however, is to ensure the existence of a reliable connection between and among government agencies, and between government and the public. Indeed, a well-organized infrastructure helps foster community empowerment and is a worthy objective for the Committee; it also serves as the perfect segue into the Committee’s next area of substantive matter jurisdiction, the democratic process.

THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS


The Committee has held many oversight hearings and passed much legislation dealing with the City’s voting process, and intends to do more of the same in 2003.  As witnessed during the most recent municipal elections, the democratic process is the foundation through which the City’s diverse communities express their feelings on a variety of issues.  The year 2003, with its approaching Council elections, provides a strong backdrop for oversight into the City’s political process. Moreover, there are published reports that the Administration may create another Charter Revision Commission to study the feasibility of instituting non-partisan elections in New York City
.  

Agencies over which the Committee has jurisdiction in this capacity are as follows:

· The New York City Board of Elections;

· The New York City Campaign Finance Board (“CFB”); 

· The Voter’s Assistance Commission (“VAC”); and

· The New York City Community Boards.
TAX POLICY CONSEQUENCES AND ACCOUNTING STANDARDS


The current fiscal crisis has demanded an overhaul of City tax policy and the recent corporate accounting scandals may require a review of the City’s own internal accounting standards.  Understanding the factors that have brought us to this point and the foreseeable consequences of such changes may require the Committee to examine the matter.  

Agencies over which the Committee has jurisdiction in this capacity are as follows:
· The New York City Tax Commission; and

· The Financial Information Services Agency (“FISA”).
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