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I. Introduction

Today, the Committee on Civil Rights, chaired by Council Member Darlene Mealy, will hold a hearing on Proposed Introduction No. 1186-A (“Int. 1186-A,”) a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to amending the definitions of sexual orientation and gender in the New York City human rights law. Int. 1186 was originally heard at a hearing of this committee on June 19, 2017, at which the Committee received testimony from representatives of the New York City Commission on Human Rights, and various advocates, stakeholders, and members of the public. 
I. Background
Since the definitions of sexual orientation and gender in the City’s human rights law were drafted, society’s understanding of sexual orientation, gender, and gender identity has evolved. According to the American Psychological Association, “research over several decades has demonstrated that sexual orientation ranges along a continuum, from exclusive attraction to the other sex to exclusive attraction to the same sex.”
 Moreover, new research has challenged the common assumption that every individual possesses some type or category of sexual attraction. Asexuality is an emerging identity category, and one prominent study has suggested that up to one percent of the population reports feeling no sexual attraction to others.

Int. 1186-A would update the language in the Human Rights Law, to better capture the current understanding of sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression. 

Analysis of Legislation

Section one of Int. 1186-A amends subdivision 20 of section 8-102 of the Administrative Code, which defines certain terms used in the Human Rights Law, by amending the definitions for the terms “sexual orientation” and “gender.”
Int. 1186-A would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.
II. Conclusion
The Committee looks forward to discussing the aforementioned proposed legislation, which relates to issues of vital importance to the rights of New Yorkers.
Proposed Int. No. 1186-A

By Council Members Dromm, Chin, Mendez, Johnson, Vacca, Menchaca, Torres and Rodriguez

A LOCAL LAW

..Title

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to amending the definitions of sexual orientation and gender in the New York city human rights law  

..Body 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Subdivision 20 of section 8-102 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 39 for the year 1991, is amended to read as follows:   


20. The term "sexual orientation" means an individual’s actual or perceived romantic, physical or sexual attraction to other persons, or lack thereof, on the basis of gender. A continuum of sexual orientation exists and includes, but is not limited to, heterosexuality, homosexuality, [or] bisexuality, asexuality, and pansexuality.

§ 2.  Subdivision 23 of section 8-102 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 3 for the year 2002, is amended to read as follows:  
23. The term "gender" shall include actual or perceived sex [and shall also  include  a  person's  gender  identity,  self-image, appearance, behavior or expression, whether or not that gender identity, self-image, appearance, behavior or expression is different from that traditionally associated with the legal], gender identity, and gender expression including a person’s actual or perceived gender-related self-image, appearance, behavior, expression, or other gender-related characteristic, regardless of the sex assigned to that person at birth.



§ 3.  This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law. 
LS #5628
DA/ZH

12/01/2017
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