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T H E C O U N C I L

Briefing Paper of the Human Services Division
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COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Hon. Joel Rivera - Chairperson

M 510:
By: Mayor

S. 2472
By: Padavan

A. 4806
By: Lafayette

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the number of intersections at which traffic control signal photo-monitoring devices may be installed and reporting upon the use of traffic-control signal photo-monitoring system and to amend chapter 746 of the laws of 1988, amending the vehicle and traffic law, the general municipal law and the public officers law, relating to the civil liability of vehicle owners for traffic control signal violations, in relation to the effectiveness thereof; and to amend local law number 46 of the city of New York for the year 1989, amending the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to civil liability of vehicle owners  for traffic control signal violations, in relation to the duration of the application of provisions of such code, such chapter and such law.

BACKGROUND:

 Currently, State and local law provide for a demonstration program that authorizes the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) to use traffic-control signal photo-monitoring devices to enforce traffic-control indications laws (i.e., traffic-light laws). The program currently allows traffic-control signal photo-monitoring devices to be placed at no more than fifty intersections within the City at any one time.  By law, the program sunsets on December 1, 2004.   Prior to the sunset of the program, State and local law require the City to submit a report to the Governor, the Assembly Speaker and the President Pro tem of the Senate no later than March 1, 2004 on the results of the use of the red light camera system.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

The proposed legislation would amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law and the Administrative Code, authorizing DOT to increase the number of intersections that photo devices can be used from fifty to one hundred and fifty.  In addition, it would extend the expiration of the pilot program from December 1, 2004 until December 1, 2008.  Finally, the legislation would extend the due date of the report on the results of the red light camera program from March 1, 2004 to March 1, 2008.  

According to the Mayor's Memorandum in Support, New York City's "Red Light Camera Program" has proven to be an effective traffic safety measure that prevents injuries and the loss of life caused by vehicles that run red lights. 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Immediately. 

