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February 25, 2013
PRECONSIDERED INT.     :  
By Council Member Miller (by Request of the Mayor).

TITLE:                                              To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to health insurance coverage for surviving family members of certain deceased employees of the department of environmental protection
STATUTORY BACKGROUND:

Currently, section 12-126(b)(2)(i) of the Administrative Code of the City of New York provides health insurance benefits to a surviving spouse or domestic partner, and dependent children of police officers, firefighters, uniformed members of the correction or sanitation department, emergency medical technician, advanced emergency medical technician and employees whose duties required the direct supervision of employees whose duties are those of an emergency medical technician or advanced emergency medical technician of the fire department of the city of New York while in performance of duty on or after September 11, 2001.  Benefits are provided if the employee was killed as the natural and proximate result of an accident or injury sustained while in the performance of duty. The health insurance benefits are provided to a surviving spouse or domestic partner until he or she dies, and are provided to dependent children until age 19, or, if enrolled full-time as an undergraduate at an accredited degree-granting institution of higher education, until the completion of the educational program, or age 23, whichever occurs first.  
The section also provides that the Mayor has the discretion to extend such benefits to surviving spouses, domestic partners and eligible dependent children of employees of the fleet services division of the Police Department who died in the line of duty  on or after October 1, 1998 and before April 30, 1999;  the surviving spouses, domestic partners and children of employees of the roadway repair and maintenance division of the Department of Transportation who died on or after September 1, 2005 and before September 28, 2005; and the surviving spouses, domestic partners and children of employees of deceased employees of the Bureau of Wastewater Treatment of the Department of Environmental Protection who have died on or after January 8, 2009 and prior to January 10, 2009.  The cause of death would still be required to be a natural and proximate result of an accident or injury sustained while in the performance of duty. 

 In addition, this section provides that any individual in active service covered by section 126(b)(2)(i) shall be deemed to have died in the line of duty if such death occurs while the individual was ordered to active duty, other than for training purposes, pursuant to Title 10 of the United States Code, with the United States armed forces.
APPLICATION OF LAW

On February 3, 2014, Aron Thomas, an employee of the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Supply was shot and killed at a department facility in Kingston, NY allegedly by a coworker. 

The inclusion of survivors of the Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Supply would be within the purview of 12-126(b)(2)(i) of the Code that grants authority to the Mayor to use his or her discretion to extend benefits to the spouses, domestic partners and eligible dependent children of employees of the specified agencies who died during the course of their employment. 

This preconsidered legislation would extend health insurance coverage to Aron Thomas’s widow and any eligible children, thus helping to ease the financial burdens of his family and demonstrating the City’s appreciation of this employee’s dedicated service to the people of this City.
PRECONSIDERED INT. ____
Section 1 of the legislation  would amend section 126(b)(2)(i) to include the surviving spouses, domestic partners and children of employees of deceased employees of the Bureau of Water Supply who died on or after February 2, 2014 and prior to February 4, 2014.  The cause of death would still be required to be a natural and proximate result of an accident or injury sustained while in the performance of duty. 

Section 2 of the legislation would provide that this proposed local law would take effect immediately, and would be retroactive to and deemed to have in full force and effect on and after February 3, 2014.

