Staff:
Terzah N. Nasser

Counsel to the Committee

Benjamin J. Goodman

Legislative Policy Analyst

[image: image1.png]



THE COUNCIL
REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

ROBERT NEWMAN, LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

Erik Martin Dilan, Chair

May 16, 2006

INT. NO. 330:
By:
Council Member Comrie.

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to licensing of demolition contractors and providing for the registration of demolition contracting businesses.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 26 by adding a new article 11 and amends title 27 by amending section 27-167.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On May 16, 2006, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 330, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to licensing of demolition contractors and providing for the registration of demolition contracting businesses.  The Council is concerned about the qualifications and performance of individuals and businesses directly engaged in demolition work throughout the City.  In recent years there have been a number of incidents related to demolition work that was performed in a careless or hazardous manner.  Such incidents resulted in injuries to persons, property damage or both.  This legislation would establish new mandates for the licensing of demolition contractors and the registration of demolition contracting businesses.

Bill section one adds a new Article 11 to Subchapter 2 of Chapter 1 of Title 26 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (“Admin. Code”).  Article 11 makes it unlawful for any demolition work to be performed unless such work is performed under an individual licensed as a demolition contractor in accordance with this new article.  This article imposes new requirements that all applicants for a demolition contractor license be either i) a registered architect, ii) a licensed professional engineer or iii) have had at least 7 years experience in demolition work in which at least 2 of those 7 years were in a supervisory capacity.  The fee to obtain an initial demolition contractor license will be $250 and the annual renewal fee will be $100.

Article 11 also imposes a new requirement that businesses engaged in demolition work register with the New York City Department of Buildings (DOB) as a “demolition contracting business” and would be subject to an initial registration fee of $500 and an annual renewal fee of $100.

A violation of any of the provisions of Article 11 or of any Rules promulgated pursuant to these provisions would subject the violator to a civil penalty of not more than $25,000 which may be imposed after a notice and an opportunity for a hearing.

Bill section 2 imposes a new requirement that no demolition permit shall be issued to anyone who is not an individual licensed as a demolition contractor pursuant to new Article 11 of Subchapter 2 of Chapter 1 of Title 26 of the Admin. Code as described above in bill section one.

Bill section three provides for an effective date of 180 days after the bill is enacted into law.
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