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I. INTRODUCTION

On March 10, 2026, the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management (“the Committee”), chaired by Council Member Justin Sanchez, voted on Int. No. 416-A, in relation to a pilot program regarding cleanliness and snow and ice removal from bus shelters, bike share stations, and public communications structures, sponsored by Council Member Justin Sanchez. The Committee previously heard Int. No. 416 at a hearing on January 30, 2026.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  See, Int. 416-2026, in relation to a pilot program regarding cleanliness and snow and ice removal from bus shelters, bike share stations, and public communications structures, NYC Council (last accessed Mar. 4, 2026), available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7824694&GUID=80F26EAF-CFF9-4272-B5CB-44193750D4FF&Options=ID|Text|Attachments|&Search=416-2026. ] 

II. BACKGROUND
Under the NYC Administrative Code, it is unlawful for any person to litter, sweep, throw, or cast ashes, garbage, paper, dust, or other refuse of any kind, into or upon any street or public place, vacant lot, air shaft, areaway, backyard court, park, or alley.[footnoteRef:2] Property owners, regardless of whether they are a public or private party, are responsible for keeping the sidewalks (including areas like tree pits, grass strips, etc.) and gutter areas (18 inches from the curb into the street) along the building perimeter clean and free from obstruction and nuisance.[footnoteRef:3] Property owners are generally responsible for injuries resulting from the negligent maintenance of sidewalks.[footnoteRef:4] The Admin. Code also prohibits anyone from allowing swill, brine, offensive animal matter, noxious liquid, or other filthy matter of any kind to fall onto a public space.[footnoteRef:5] Dirty street conditions correlate with increasing rat populations, as piles of discarded refuse provide opportunities for harborage, and in the case of organic refuse, can serve as a readily available food supply.[footnoteRef:6]  [2:  NYC Admin. Code, § 16-118.]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 7-210; see also, Committee Report of the Committee on Transportation, Nov. 12, 2002, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=437904&GUID=9EEBA9C3-CAB0-4BBF-AF48-C27AEFA4A08A&Options=ID|Text|&Search= (detailing that the “result of the evolution of the “Prior Notice Law” coupled with the basic law pertaining to the duties and obligations of property owners with relation to sidewalks is that the City of New York is paying out many millions of dollars per year to claimants and plaintiffs alleging injuries proximately sustained from defective or unsafe conditions on sidewalks”).]  [5:  NYC Admin. Code, § 16-118(6).]  [6:  Jonathan L. Richardson et al., Increasing rat numbers in cities are linked to climate warming, urbanization, and human population, Science Advances (Jan. 31, 2025), Vol 11, Issue 5. https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.ads6782 ] 

Enforcement agents from the Department of Sanitation (“DSNY”) patrol at specified times, and when they observe a dirty sidewalk or an 18-inch violation in front of or adjacent to a property, a Notice of Violation is issued to the property owner.[footnoteRef:7] Enforcement routing times are limited to 2 one-hour periods per day: residential enforcement is conducted from 8-9 a.m. and 6-7 p.m., and commercial enforcement varies by location.[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  Sidewalks and Gutters, DSNY (last accessed Aug. 20, 2025), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/what-we-do/cleaning/sidewalks-gutters.page; see also, Sidewalk Cleaning, NYC 311 (last accessed Aug. 20, 2025), available at: https://portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-02443. ]  [8:  Sidewalks and Gutters, DSNY, supra, n. 11; see also, Int. 0011-2024, in relation to expanding the commercial citywide routing system for sidewalk cleanliness violations and technical amendments thereto, including to repeal and reenact subdivision c of section 16-118.1, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6500693&GUID=D6195869-177F-4E3F-966A-A1884ADB1C1F&Options=ID|Text|&Search=0011-2024. ] 

[bookmark: _Int_zPkkEmh0]In NYC, property owners are also responsible for clearing snow and ice from the sidewalks adjacent to their properties.[footnoteRef:9] The City does not clear snow or ice from sidewalks in front of residential or commercial properties, nor from alleys.[footnoteRef:10] The City also does not clear snow or ice blocking access to sidewalks, vehicles, or driveways, even if the blockage was caused by plowing.[footnoteRef:11] Property owners, including all City agencies, are responsible for a continuous path at least four feet wide on the sidewalk and pedestrian ramps leading to the crosswalk,[footnoteRef:12] as well as sidewalks at bus stops without a bus shelter, and the areas around fire hydrants,[footnoteRef:13] within the following timeframes: [9:  NYC Department of Sanitation, “Snow Operations FAQ” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/what-we-do/snow-response/snow-operations-faq.page (last visited Feb. 13, 2026).]  [10:  NYC 311, “Snow or Ice on Sidewalk” available at: https://portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-01397 (last visited Feb. 13, 2026).]  [11:  Id.]  [12:  NYC 311, “Snow or Ice on Sidewalk,” available at: https://portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-01397#:~:text=Snow%20Clearing%20Rules,shovel%20snow… (last visited Feb. 20. 2026); NYC Department of Sanitation, “Snow Planning,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/what-we-do/snow-response/snow-planning.page (last visited Feb. 17, 2026); NYC Department of Sanitation, “Snow Operations FAQ” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/what-we-do/snow-response/snow-operations-faq.page (last visited Feb. 13, 2026).]  [13:  NYC Department of Sanitation, “Snow Operations FAQ” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/what-we-do/snow-response/snow-operations-faq.page (last visited Feb. 13, 2026).] 

· Snowfall ends between 7:00 AM and 4:59 PM: Clear within 4 hours;
· Snowfall ends between 5:00 PM and 8:59 PM: Clear within 14 hours; and
· Snowfall ends between 9 PM and 6:59 AM: Clear by 11:00 AM.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  NYC Department of Sanitation, “Snow and Ice Removal from Sidewalks” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/what-we-do/snow-response/snow-laws.page (last visited Feb. 13, 2026).] 

Property owners who do not comply with these rules can face fines of $100 to $250 from DSNY.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Id.] 

DSNY’s snow plowing begins when snowfall exceeds two inches.[footnoteRef:16] Plow operators follow assigned routes.[footnoteRef:17] DSNY treats bike lanes concurrently with roadways.[footnoteRef:18] After roadways and bike lanes are addressed, DSNY clears snow and ice from pedestrian overpasses, step streets, bus stops, and crosswalks.[footnoteRef:19] Following the blizzard in NYC on February 22-23, 2026, DSNY reported that sanitation workers and emergency snow shovelers had begun clearing pedestrian infrastructure such as bus stops and crosswalks, and that such work was substantially greater than what had been done in response to prior snowstorms.[footnoteRef:20] [16:  Id. ]  [17:  Id.]  [18:  Id.]  [19:  Id. ]  [20:  Id. ] 

JCDecaux, the NYC Department of Transportation’s (“DOT”) bus shelter contractor, is responsible for maintaining and clearing bus shelter interiors.[footnoteRef:21] On February 27, 2026, the Council’s Committee on Disabilities, Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, and Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, held an oversight hearing focused on pedestrian and transit accessibility during winter weather events.[footnoteRef:22] Representatives from DOT stated that JCDecaux cleared approximately 3,400 bus shelters of snow and ice within 4 days following the January 25-26 winter storm and within 2 days following the February 22-23 winter storm, and that no liquidated damages had been assessed in response to these efforts.[footnoteRef:23] DOT also noted their coordination with JCDecaux before every forecasted storm to ensure accessibility at bus shelters, and that JCDecaux and its subcontractors typically conduct a “first pass” on every bus shelter then review conditions to identify additional necessary clean up.[footnoteRef:24] Members of the public testified regarding the tough conditions that snow and ice accumulations created for bus riders, and recommended creating stronger accountability mechanisms for the City’s snow removal efforts to ensure bus stops and shelters have a path clear of snow and ice.[footnoteRef:25]  [21:  NYC Department of Sanitation, 2025-2026 Snow Plan Borough of Brooklyn, (Sept. 25, 2025), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/downloads/what-we-do/snow-response/snow-planning/2025-26/snow-plan-brooklyn-2025-2026.pdf (last visited Feb. 17, 2026).]  [22:  Oversight - Pedestrian and Transit Accessibility During Winter Weather Events, Legistar (last accessed Mar. 5, 2026), available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7874965&GUID=98A2A9A4-76DC-4271-BA33-A46F097D764E&Options=&Search=. ]  [23:  Id.]  [24:  Id.]  [25:  Id.] 

Citi Bike operates as a public-private partnership between the City, represented by DOT, and Lyft.[footnoteRef:26] Under the governing agreement, Lyft must remove snow within a 6-foot radius of all Citi Bike stations and clear any snow inadvertently plowed against them.[footnoteRef:27] However, riders, journalists, and elected officials raised concerns about the condition of Citi Bike stations following the January 25-26 snowstorm, noting that many stations remained covered in snow and ice long after the storm.[footnoteRef:28] While much of the criticism focused on Lyft’s failure to meet its contractual snow-removal obligations, some observers argued that the City bore responsibility due to its longstanding reluctance to fine Lyft or strictly enforce the terms of the agreement.[footnoteRef:29] At the Committee’s oversight hearing on February 27, 2026, DOT representatives noted Lyft’s work to clear approximately 30,000 docks of snow and ice can be time consuming and labor intensive, and that the agency prioritizes assisting Lyft with these efforts at the Citi Bike stations which are most used.[footnoteRef:30] DOT also noted Lyft’s quicker response time following the February 22-23 winter storm, compared to the January 25-26 winter storm.[footnoteRef:31] [26:  Id.]  [27:  Id. ]  [28:  Annie Weinstock, “Opinion: The City, Not Just Lyft, Deserves Blame for Citi Bike’s Winter Mess,” NYC Streetsblog, (Feb. 10, 2026), available at https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2026/02/10/the-city-not-just-lyft-deserves-blame-for-citi-bikes-winter-mess (last visited Feb. 17, 2026); Oversight - Pedestrian and Transit Accessibility During Winter Weather Events, Legistar (last accessed Mar. 5, 2026), available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7874965&GUID=98A2A9A4-76DC-4271-BA33-A46F097D764E&Options=&Search=.]  [29:  Annie Weinstock, “Opinion: The City, Not Just Lyft, Deserves Blame for Citi Bike’s Winter Mess,” NYC Streetsblog, (Feb. 10, 2026), available at https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2026/02/10/the-city-not-just-lyft-deserves-blame-for-citi-bikes-winter-mess (last visited Feb. 17, 2026). ]  [30:  Oversight - Pedestrian and Transit Accessibility During Winter Weather Events, Legistar (last accessed Mar. 5, 2026), available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7874965&GUID=98A2A9A4-76DC-4271-BA33-A46F097D764E&Options=&Search=.]  [31:  Id. ] 


III. LEGISLATION
Int. No. 416-A would require that by May 1, 2026, DSNY, DOT, and the New York City Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications (DoITT) establish a 2-year pilot program to encourage cleanliness and removal of snow and ice in public spaces. Under the pilot program, DSNY would be required to notify DOT or DoITT if DSNY observes dirty conditions or accumulation of snow or ice at any bus shelter, bike share station, and public communications structure. After receiving DSNY's notification, DOT or DoITT would be required to instruct the structure's operator to remedy the condition, in accordance with their respective agreement with the City. If the operator does not remedy the condition, DOT or DOITT would be required to take the relevant enforcement action, such as the issuance of penalties or assessment of liquidated damages, according to their respective agreement with the City. This bill would also require that by November 1, 2028, DSNY, DOT, and DoITT submit a report on the pilot program to the Mayor and the Council.
This local law would take effect immediately.




UPDATE

On Tuesday, March 10, 2026, the Committee adopted Int. No. 416-A by a vote of 8 in the affirmative, 0 in the negative, and 0 abstentions. 
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Int. No. 416-A

By Council Members J. Sanchez, Schulman, Louis, Thomas-Henry, Hanif, Wong, Nurse, Avilés, Ossé, Zhuang and Morano

..Title
A Local Law in relation to a pilot program regarding cleanliness and snow and ice removal from bus shelters, bike share stations, and public communications structures 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. a. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Bike share program. The term “bike share program” has the same meaning as set forth in section 19-194 of the administrative code of the city of New York.
Bike share station. The term “bike share station” means a row of docks for the locking and unlocking of bicycles in a bike share program.
Operator. The term “operator” means a person that is responsible for keeping clean, or removing snow or ice from, a bus shelter, bike share station, or public communications structure pursuant to an agreement with the city.
Public communications structure. The term “public communications structure” means a kiosk or structure on a sidewalk that provides public access to the internet and other digital services, including a public pay telephone.
Public pay telephone. The term “public pay telephone” has the same meaning as set forth in section 6-01 of title 67 of the rules of the city of New York.
b. No later than May 1, 2026, the department of sanitation, the department of transportation, and the department of information technology and telecommunications shall establish a pilot program relating to cleanliness and snow and ice removal at bus shelters, bike share stations, and public communications structures. Such pilot program shall have a duration of no less than 2 years. As part of such pilot program, the department of sanitation shall notify:
1. The department of transportation, whenever the department of sanitation observes dirty conditions or the accumulation of snow or ice at a bus shelter or a bike share station; and
2. The department of information technology and telecommunications, whenever the department of sanitation observes dirty conditions or the accumulation of snow or ice at a public communications structure.  
c. Upon receipt by the department of transportation or the department of information technology and telecommunications of such a notification, such department shall notify the operator of such bus shelter, bike share station, or public communications structure of such dirty conditions or accumulation of snow or ice, and shall instruct such operator to remedy such conditions or accumulation in accordance with the provisions of an agreement between the city and such operator. If such operator fails to remedy such conditions or accumulation in accordance with such provisions, such department shall take enforcement action as prescribed in such agreement, including the issuance of penalties or assessment of liquidated damages.  
d. No later than November 1, 2028, the department of sanitation, the department of transportation, and the department of information technology and telecommunications shall submit a report to the mayor and the speaker of the council regarding the pilot program, including any recommendations regarding cleanliness of and snow and ice removal from bus shelters, bike share stations, and public communications structures. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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