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TITLE:
A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on pesticide use by city agencies.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Subdivision b of Section 17-1208.

INTRODUCTION

The Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Joel Rivera, will meet at 1:00 p.m. on October 11, 2007 for a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 612-A, a local law that would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York in relation to reporting on pesticide use by City agencies. Expected to testify are representatives of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) and concerned members of the community.

BACKGROUND

Local Law 37 of 2005, enacted in April 2005, phases out the use of pesticides that are harmful to humans from application upon property owned or leased by the City.
 This law regarding pesticide use by city agencies first prohibited, with some exceptions, the application of the most toxic pesticides and subsequently banned the use of other chemicals over time.
 The law also mandated that city agencies that use pesticides keep records of their pesticide use, including the dates and locations of pesticide application, the pests to be controlled, the method of pesticide application, the name and quantity of the pesticide used, the United States Environmental Protection Agency registration number of the pesticide, the active ingredients in the pesticide, the name and phone number of the city agency or contractor responsible for the application, proof that notice was provided to and any applicable waiver granted by DOHMH.
 On February 1st each year, these city agencies are required to submit this information in a report to the Commissioner of DOHMH and to the City Council.

PROPOSED INT. NO. 612-A


Section 1 of Proposed Int. No. 612-A amends Subdivision b of Section 17-1208 of the Administrative Code. As amended, Subdivision b would require city agencies that are subject to Subdivision a of Section 17-1208 to submit a report on pesticide use to the commissioner of DOHMH, in a form and manner prescribed by the commissioner, every February 1st. Every May 1st beginning May 1, 2008, DOHMH would be required to submit a report to the Speaker of the Council including the information received from each city agency and a summary of such information. The summary would have to include, at a minimum: the number of times each pesticide was used, the total amount of each pesticide used and the Toxicity Category for each pesticide as determined by the United States Environmental Protection Agency. This information would have to be disaggregated by agency.

Section 2 of Proposed Int. No. 612-A provides that this local law take effect immediately.







� NYC Admin. Code § 17-201 et seq (2006).


� NYC Admin. Code § 17-203.


� NYC Admin. Code § 17-208(a).


� NYC Admin. Code § 17-208(b).
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