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The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Preston Niblack, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No:  859-A
Committee:
Health

Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the provision of language assistance services in pharmacies.
Sponsor:  The Public Advocate (Ms. Gotbaum) and Council Members Brewer, James, Lui, Palma, Sanders, Jr., Gerson, White Jr., Gioia, Arroyo, Mendez, Gonzalez, Eugene, Rivera, Ferreras, Jackson, Baez, Mark-Viverito, Weprin, Reyna, Sears, Barron, Koppell, de Blasio


Summary of Legislation: This legislation amends the administrative code by adding a new subchapter that will require chain pharmacies to provide free, competent oral interpretation services to each limited English proficient (LEP) individual filling a prescription at such chain pharmacy in the LEP individual’s primary language for the purposes of counseling such individual about his or her prescription medications or when soliciting information necessary to maintain a patient medication profile, unless the LEP individual is offered and refuses such services. 
Every chain pharmacy also would have to provide free, competent oral interpretation of prescription medication labels, warning labels and other written material to each LEP individual filling a prescription at such chain pharmacy, unless the LEP individual is offered and refuses such services. The oral interpretation services may be provided by a pharmacy staff member or a third-party paid or volunteer contractor. Such services must be provided on an immediate basis but do not need to be provided in-person or face-to-face.
The legislation would require every chain pharmacy to provide free, competent translation of prescription medication labels, warning labels and other written material to each LEP individual filling a prescription whose primary language is one of the pharmacy’s primary languages, in addition to providing all materials in English. Pharmacies can provide dual- and multi-language medication labels, warning labels or other written materials to LEP individuals, as long as one of the languages included is the LEP individual’s primary language. Every chain pharmacy also would have to conspicuously post, at or adjacent to the prescription counter, a notification of the right to free language assistance services for LEP individuals. 

Proposed Int. 859-A would state that any chain pharmacy that violated the oral or written translation requirements of the legislation would be liable for a civil penalty between $250 and $2,500 for the first violation and $500 to $5,000 for each succeeding violation. A chain pharmacy that did not post the required signage would be liable for a civil penalty between $200 and $500 for the first violation and $300 to $1,000 for each succeeding violation. The Department of Consumers Affairs (DCA) would be given hearing authority under the legislation. DCA would be able, upon due notice and hearing, to impose civil penalties for the violation of any provision of the legislation. All proceedings would have to be conducted in accordance with rules promulgated by the DCA commissioner. 

Effective Date:  This local law would take effect two hundred and seventy days after enactment into law, provided that the Department of Consumer Affairs may promulgate any rules necessary for implementing and carrying out the provisions of this local law prior to its effective date.
Fiscal Year in which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2011

Fiscal Impact Statement:
	
	Effective FY10
	FY Succeeding

Effective FY11
	Full Fiscal

Impact FY11

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Net
	$0
	$0
	$0


Impact on Revenues: There would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation.

Impact on Expenditures: There would be no impact on expenses resulting from the enactment of this legislation.
Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
N/A
Source of Information:

Department of Consumer Affairs
Estimate Prepared By:

Latonia Mckinney, Deputy Director

Rocco D’Angelo, Supervising Legislative Financial Analyst 

History:
Int. 859 was introduced on October 23, 2008, and referred to the Committee on Health. On May 4, 2009 the Committee on Health held a hearing on Int.859-A, which was amended and laid over. On August 18, 2009, the Committee on Health will consider the legislation as Proposed Int. 859-A.
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