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INT. NO. 360:                       
By Council Members Rivera, Foster, James, Liu, McMahon, Seabrook, Sears, Vallone Jr., Lanza and Oddo.
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to raising the legal age to buy tobacco to twenty-one years.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends §17-620 of Chapter 7 of title 17.

INTRODUCTION

On October 19, 2006, the Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Joel Rivera, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 360, a local law that would raise the legal age to buy tobacco to twenty-one years. Expected to testify are representatives of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the American Lung Association of New York, the American Cancer Society, Altria Group, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company and others.
INT. NO. 360

Section 1 of Int. No. 360 would set forth the legislative intent of the legislation. Specifically, Section 1 would indicate that, according to the American Lung Association, ninety percent of smokers begin smoking before age twenty-one. Section 1 would also note that each year, more than 440,000 deaths in the United States are attributed to the accumulated effects of smoking. In addition, Section 1 would point out that the 2000 National Youth Tobacco Survey found that people who begin smoking at an early age are more likely to develop severe levels of nicotine addiction than those who start at a later age. Of adolescents who have smoked at least 100 cigarettes in their lifetime, Section 1 would indicate that most of them report that they would like to quit, but are not able to do so. Moreover, Section 1 would also point out that a 1994 Report of the United States Surgeon General, titled, “Preventing Tobacco Use Among Young People,” found that tobacco use in adolescence is associated with a range of health-compromising behaviors, including being involved in fights, carrying weapons, engaging in high-risk sexual behavior, and using alcohol and other drugs. 

Section 1 would indicate that in raising the legal age to buy tobacco to twenty-one years, the Council seeks to augment existing tobacco prevention and control programs in order to help prevent the initiation of smoking by teenagers and improve the general heath of all New Yorkers.
Section 2 of Int. No. 360 would amend §17-620 of Chapter 7 of Title 17 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by prohibiting any person operating a place of business wherein tobacco products are sold or offered for sale from selling such products to individuals under twenty-one years of age, rather than under eighteen years of age, which is the age limit currently provided in such section. Moreover, Section 2 of Int. No. 360 would also amend the signage requirement contained in §17-620, so that such signs would state that the “SALE OF CIGARETTES, CIGARS, CHEWING TOBACCO, POWDERED TOBACCO, OR OTHER TOBACCO PRDOCUTS, ROLLING PAPER OR PIPES, TO PERSONS UNDER TWENTY-ONE YEARS OF AGE IS PROHIBITED BY LAW” (the current requirement provides that such signs refer to persons under eighteen years of age). 

Section 3 of Int. No. 360 would provide that the effective date of the proposed local law would be sixty days after its enactment into law.
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