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[bookmark: _Hlk209175733]INT. NO. 1397-A:	By Council Members Gennaro, Restler, Brannan, Louis and Narcisse
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, the New York city building code, and the New York city mechanical code in relation to establishing resilient construction standards for tanks in stormwater flood risk areas, requiring the department of buildings to provide information about flood risks on a portal maintained by the department, and requiring a study to make recommendations for new regulations related to the prevention of stormwater flooding
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds Section 26-3602
BUILDING CODE:	Adds Section G307.2.1
MECHANICAL CODE:	Amends Section 107.5

1. INTRODUCTION

On December 4, 2025, the New York City Council Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency, and Waterfronts (the “Committee”), chaired by Council Member James F. Gennaro, held a hearing to vote on Int. No. 1397-A, sponsored by Council Member Gennaro, in relation to establishing resilient construction standards for tanks in stormwater flood risk areas, requiring the department of buildings to provide information about flood risks on a portal maintained by the department, and requiring a study to make recommendations for new regulations related to the prevention of stormwater flooding. The Committee first heard Int. No. 1397 on October 22, 2025. 

1. LEGISLATION
Int. No. 1397-A
While the City has implemented building restrictions and design guidelines for buildings vulnerable to coastal flooding in Federal Emergency Management Agency (“FEMA”) coastal flood zones for over 10 years,[footnoteRef:1] the City is just beginning to create flood-related building restrictions in areas susceptible to pluvial flooding. In conjunction with the 2024 City of Yes for Housing Opportunity Zoning Amendment,[footnoteRef:2] Local Law 127 of 2024 prohibited basement or cellar ancillary dwelling units (“ADUs”) from being built within the 10-year rainfall flood risk area[footnoteRef:3]—the area of the City susceptible to pluvial flooding “where there is a 10 percent change or greater of rainfall-induced flooding in any year” as mapped by DEP in accordance with Local Law 124 of 2024.[footnoteRef:4] This package of laws marked the first time NYC created major building restrictions addressing the risks to life and property associated with pluvial flooding.  [1:  In 2013 and 2014, in response to Hurricane Sandy, New York City enacted several laws that added and amended flood resistant construction standards, including adding and amending Appendix G of the building code. NYC Department of Buildings, “Amendments to Appendix G, Flood-Resistant Construction” (2014) https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/2014_NYCCC_Flood_Zones.pdf. ]  [2:  Res. No. 689 of 2024, approving with modifications the decision of the City Planning Commission on Application No. N 240290 ZRY, for an amendment of the text of the Zoning Resolution (L.U. No. 181), https://nyc.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6888427&GUID=4B132BCA-7483-462C-8588-B6B921596C48&Options=&Search=%5D. ]  [3:  Local Law 127 of 2024, https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7020614&GUID=AF231786-4BAE-447A-B419-D4DE13931CE2&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=1128-2024. ]  [4:  Local Law 124 of 2024, https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6635504&GUID=6FFAAF05-8FF6-4313-B5EA-4BF8547663CF&Options=&Search=. ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk210647785]As part of a larger initiative to improve stormwater resiliency, the City was awarded a $468,000 Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (“BRIC”) grant from FEMA to develop building code provisions that address safety risks and potential damage from pluvial flooding.[footnoteRef:5] However, in April of 2025, the federal administration canceled previously approved BRIC grant funding for nearly 2,000 projects across the U.S.[footnoteRef:6] Over $351 million in BRIC funding slated for storm mitigation projects across NYC, including the $468,000 grant to develop building code provisions to address pluvial flooding, was rescinded.[footnoteRef:7] On July 16, 2025, a coalition of states, including New York, filed a lawsuit contending that FEMA lacked the legal authority to cancel the BRIC program or redirect its funding, and on August 5, 2025, a federal judge issued a preliminary injunction preventing the federal government from redirecting BRIC funding to other programs.[footnoteRef:8] In the meantime, development in NYC continues without consistent, required design requirements that account for pluvial flood risk.[footnoteRef:9] [5:  Steve Kastenbaum, “FEMA Cuts Threaten NYC’s Ability to Protect Against Future Flash Flooding,” City & State New York, July 17, 2025, https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2025/07/fema-cuts-threaten-nycs-ability-protect-against-future-flash-flooding/406806/; “Building a Green New York City with Zoning and Codes,” NYC Mayor’s Office of Climate & Environmental Justice, https://www.nyc.gov/content/climate/pages/building-a-green-new-york-city-with-zoning-and-codes (last accessed Oct. 6, 2025). ]  [6:  Id. ]  [7:  Id. ]  [8:  Id.; Mary Bart, “Federal Judge Blocks FEMA from Diverting BRIC Funds Amid 20-State Lawsuit,” Association of State Floodplain Managers, Aug. 7, 2025, https://www.floods.org/news-views/fema-news/federal-judge-halts-femas-termination-of-bric-program-amid-20-state-lawsuit/. ]  [9:  See generally id.; Mary K. Jacob, “NYC on Track to Deliver 50K New Homes by Year’s End – With Hopes They’ll Relieve High Rents,” New York Post, Sep. 24, 2025, https://nypost.com/2025/09/24/real-estate/nyc-on-track-to-deliver-50k-new-homes-by-years-end/;  Press Release, Real Estate Board of New York, “Q2 2025Construction Pipeline Report Shows Improving Overall Activity But Few Large Proposed Residential Projects,” July 23, 2025, https://www.rebny.com/press-release/q2-2025-construction-pipeline-report-shows-improving-overall-activity-but/. ] 

Int. No. 1397-A would require the Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability, in consultation with the Department of Environmental Protection, and the Department of Buildings (DOB) to conduct a study to develop construction code amendments to address stormwater flood risks. This bill would also require DOB to indicate on its building information system online portal whether a property is within the 10-year rainfall flood risk area, and provide a link to information about the risks of stormwater flooding to properties. Finally, this bill would amend Appendix G of the Building Code to require that above-ground tanks in the 10-year rainfall flood risk area be elevated to account for the risks of stormwater flooding.
This bill would take effect immediately.


UPDATE

	On December 4th, 2025 the Committee adopted Int. No. 1397-A by a vote of 7 in the affirmative, 0 in the negative, with 0 abstentions and 2 absences. 



Int. No. 1397-A

By Council Members Gennaro, Restler, Brannan, Louis and Narcisse

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, the New York city building code, and the New York city mechanical code in relation to establishing resilient construction standards for tanks in stormwater flood risk areas, requiring the department of buildings to provide information about flood risks on a portal maintained by the department, and requiring a study to make recommendations for new regulations related to the prevention of stormwater flooding
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

1


Section 1. The title of chapter 36 of title 26 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 87 for the year 2025, is amended to read as follows: 
FLOODING ADAPTATION INFORMATION [SESSIONS]
§ 2. Chapter 36 of title 26 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new section 26-3602 to read as follows:
§ 26-3602 Building-level flood information. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
10-year rainfall flood risk area. The term “10-year rainfall flood risk area” has the same meaning as set forth in subdivision a of section 24-809.
Department. The term “department” means the department of buildings.
b. For each property included in the New York city building information system, and any successor portal, the department shall provide on each property profile overview: (i) information indicating whether a building is located within the 10-year rainfall flood risk area; and (ii) a link to the webpage created by the department pursuant to subdivision c of this section.
c. The department shall create a webpage on the website of such department with information about the 10-year rainfall flood risk area including but not limited to:
1. General flood risks to property associated with stormwater flooding; 
2. A link to the 10-year rainfall flood risk area map published by the department of environmental protection in accordance with section 24-809; and
3. Construction, retrofit, and design guidance for stormwater flood mitigation strategies applicable to buildings.
[bookmark: _Hlk214988313]§ 3. Section G307.2 of appendix G of the New York city building code, as amended by local law number 126 for the year 2021, is amended to add a new section G307.2.1:
G307.2 Above-ground tanks. Above-ground tanks in special flood hazard areas shall be:

1. Elevated to or above the design flood elevation specified in ASCE 24, Table 7-1; or

2. Designed, constructed, installed, and anchored to prevent flotation, collapse and lateral movement resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, including the effects of buoyancy, during conditions of flooding to the design flood elevation, in accordance with ASCE 24.

[bookmark: _Hlk214988364]G307.2.1 10-year rainfall flood risk area. Above-ground tanks in the 10-year rainfall flood risk area, as defined in Section 24-809 of the Administrative Code, shall be elevated not less than 2 feet (610 mm) above the adjacent ground surface. 

Exception: An in-kind replacement of an existing above-ground tank located in a cellar or basement shall not be required to be elevated. 

§ 4. Section G307.3 of appendix G of the New York city building code, as amended by local law number 126 for the year 2021, is amended to add a new section G307.3.1:
G307.3 Tank inlets and vents. In special flood hazard areas, tank inlets, fill openings, outlets and vents shall be:

1. Installed at or above the design flood elevation specified in ASCE 24, Table 7-1, or designed to prevent the inflow of floodwater and outflow of the contents of the tanks during conditions of flooding to the design flood elevation, in accordance with ASCE 24; and

2. Anchored to prevent lateral movement resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, including the effects of buoyancy, during conditions of flooding to the design flood elevation, in accordance with ASCE 24.

[bookmark: _Hlk215003169]G307.3.1 10-year rainfall flood risk area. Tank inlets, fill openings, outlets, and vents in the 10-year rainfall flood risk area, as defined in Section 24-809 of the Administrative Code, shall be elevated not less than 2 feet (610 mm) above the adjacent ground surface. 

Exception: An in-kind replace of such tank inlets, fill openings, outlets, and vents located in a cellar or basement shall not be required to be elevated. 

	§ 5. Section 107.5 of the New York city mechanical code, as amended by local law number 126 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
107.5 Fuel-burning and fuel-oil storage equipment plans. Construction documents for fuel-burning and fuel-oil storage equipment shall contain plans that include the following data and information:

1. Diagrams of all distribution piping, including vent and fill piping for oil systems, and all safety cut-off and relief devices and valves in piping; indications of the sizes of distribution piping to be used and the fire-resistive ratings of the shafts or spaces containing distribution piping where required to be fire rated.

2. Diagrammatic floor plans showing the size, location, material for all fuel oil and transfer distribution piping and related equipment.

3. Floor plans or partial floor plans showing the location, operating pressure, layout, size, and listing information for all fuel-burning equipment, tanks, vents, and chimneys. The plans shall also indicate the method or means of providing air to the equipment space, including duct and opening sizes or means of direct venting.

4. Plans indicating the location and type of any relevant smoke and heat detectors, alarm and fire extinguishing systems.

5. Seismic protection and restraint details for piping and equipment as required by Chapter 16 of the New York City Building Code.

6. Details indicating the location, size and materials for all breechings; the thickness and type of insulation materials; and the clearances from combustible walls, partitions, and ceiling; and the fire-resistive ratings of rooms and spaces containing the equipment.

7. Details describing the type, material, listing information, height, and termination distances to adjacent proper-ties and structures for chimneys and vents.

8. Details showing structural supports for fuel-burning equipment where required.

9. A statement as to the kind or grade of fuel to be used.

10. Plans indicating the location, arrangement, size, load, and maximum capacity of the burning, storage and fuel-pumping equipment.

11. In special flood hazard areas, and in 10-year rainfall flood risk areas as defined in Section 24-809 of the Administrative Code, construction documents shall comply with Appendix G of the New York City Building Code

[bookmark: _Hlk214987098]§ 6. The office of long-term planning and sustainability, in consultation with the department of buildings and the department of environmental protection, shall conduct a study to develop recommendations for requirements to be added to the New York city building code and any other construction or design guidelines to address the risks of stormwater flooding to buildings within New York city, including recommendations for flood elevation regulations. No later than July 1, 2028, such office shall post on its website and submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report on the findings of such study.
§ 7. This local law takes effect January 1, 2028, except that section six of this local law takes effect immediately.
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