Int. No. 529
By Council Members Espinal, Rodriguez, Richards, Chin, Constantinides, Dickens, Johnson, Koo, Mendez, Barron and Rosenthal 
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to strengthening the licensing requirements in the sight-seeing bus industry.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 20-372 of the New York city administrative code is amended by adding new subdivisions 11 and 12 to read as follows:


11. “Sight-seeing bus driver” shall mean any natural person who operates a sight-seeing bus in the city of New York.


12. “Sight-seeing bus driver license” shall mean a license issued by the commissioner to a sight-seeing bus driver for the purpose of operating a sight-seeing bus.


§ 2. Section 20-383 of the New York city administrative code is amended by adding new subdivisions e and f to read as follows:


e. In addition to any of the powers that may be exercised by the commissioner pursuant to this subchapter or chapter one of this title, the commissioner, after due notice and an opportunity to be heard, may suspend or revoke a sight-seeing bus driver license upon the occurrence of any one or more of the following:
1. the occurrence of fraud, misrepresentation, or false statements contained in the application for such license;

2. the operation of a sight-seeing bus by a driver who does not have a motor vehicle driver license in full force and effect;

3. the operation of a sight-seeing bus by a driver who does not have a commercial vehicle driver license that is valid for the operation of such bus pursuant to the state vehicle and traffic law in full force and effect;

4. the operation of a sight-seeing bus by a driver who has been convicted of three or more traffic infractions pursuant to the state vehicle and traffic law within the past five years.

f. Any person whose license was revoked pursuant to subdivision e of this section may reapply for a sight-seeing bus driver license three years after such license was revoked.

§ 3. Subchapter 21 of chapter 2 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 20-373.1 to read as follows:

§ 20-373.1 Sight-seeing bus driver license. a. It shall be unlawful for a sight-seeing bus driver to operate a sight-seeing bus unless the sight-seeing bus driver shall have first obtained a sight-seeing bus driver license from the commissioner.
b. It shall be unlawful for the owner of a sight-seeing bus licensed pursuant to section 20-373 of this subchapter to permit the operation of any sight-seeing buses in its fleet by a person who does not have a sight-seeing bus driver license, a motor vehicle driver license in full force and effect, and a commercial vehicle driver license that is valid for the operation of such bus pursuant to the state vehicle and traffic law in full force and effect.

c. In order to obtain or renew a sight-seeing bus driver license, a sight-seeing bus driver shall file an application with the commissioner for such sight-seeing bus driver license. Such application shall be made in a style and manner as prescribed by the commissioner and shall contain such information as the commissioner may require to establish the applicant’s eligibility for a sight-seeing bus driver license under this subchapter.

d. No sight-seeing bus driver license shall be issued to any person who:

1. is under the age of eighteen;

2. does not possess a currently valid motor vehicle driver license;

3. does not possess a currently valid commercial vehicle driver license that is valid for the operation of such bus pursuant to the state vehicle and traffic law;

4. has had  his or her motor vehicle driver license or commercial vehicle driver license suspended or revoked two or more times within the past five years;
5. has been convicted of three or more traffic infractions pursuant to the state vehicle and traffic law within the past five years; or
6. has been convicted of  any alcohol and drug-related offense pursuant to article 31 of the state vehicle and traffic law within the past three years. 
e. Any person licensed by this chapter who is convicted of a traffic infraction pursuant to the state vehicle and traffic law or an alcohol and drug related offense pursuant to article 31 of the state vehicle and traffic law shall report such conviction to the commissioner within 14 days. 

f. Service of a violation, and any related notices, on a sight-seeing bus driver shall constitute service on the sight-seeing bus business that authorized the operation of the sight-seeing bus by virtue of employment, lease, or any other arrangement and shall afford the sight-seeing bus business the opportunity to participate in any hearing held on such violation.

g. A sight-seeing bus driver license shall be valid for a term of one year. There shall be a fee of thirty-five dollars for such license. The commissioner shall establish the expiration date for such license by rule.

h. The commissioner may refuse to issue a sight-seeing bus driver license or to renew such a license based upon a determination that such sight-seeing bus driver has engaged in conduct that would constitute a basis for the suspension or revocation of a sight-seeing bus driver license as set forth in subdivision e of section 20-383 of this subchapter.

§ 4. This local law shall take effect one hundred and twenty days after enactment into law.
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