MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:     A LOCAL LAW in relation to the date of issuance and publication by the Mayor of a ten-year capital strategy, the date of submission by the Mayor of the proposed executive budget and budget message, the date of submission by the Borough Presidents of recommendations in response to the Mayor’s executive budget, the date of publication of a report by the director of the independent budget office analyzing the executive budget, the date by which the Council hearings pertaining to the executive budget shall conclude, the date by which if the expense budget has not been adopted, the expense budget and tax rate adopted as modified for the current fiscal year shall be deemed to have been extended for the new fiscal year until such time as a new expense budget has been adopted, the date by which if a capital budget and a capital program have not been adopted, the unutilized portion of all prior capital appropriations shall be deemed reappropriated, the date of submission by the Mayor of an estimate of the probable amount of receipts, the date by which any person or organization may submit an official alternative estimate of revenues, the date by which if the Council has not fixed the tax rates for the ensuing fiscal year, the commissioner of finance shall be authorized to complete the assessment rolls using estimated rates, and related matters, relating to the fiscal year two thousand fourteen
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:
This bill would change the dates for various actions relating to the budget process for Fiscal Year 2014, including the date by which the Mayor must submit the proposed executive budget and budget message, the date by which the Council must conclude its hearings on the executive budget, and the date for budget adoption, and changes other dates for related actions accordingly.

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:
This legislation would provide for an extension of the date for the Mayor’s submission of the executive budget and the other charter mandated actions required as part of the budget process. Specifically, this legislation extends the date for submission of the executive budget from not later than April 26th  to not later than May 2nd and extends the date for completion of budget hearings from May 25th to June 6th. Furthermore, the date for adoption of the Fiscal Year 2014 budget is moved from June 5th to June 12th. Steps are currently being taken to complete the Mayor’s 2014 Executive Budget; however, additional time may be necessary to refine the budget proposal prior to submission.

Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.

Respectfully submitted,

Patrick A. Wehle
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