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I. Introduction
On Tuesday, June 30, 2026, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Relations, chaired by Deputy Speaker Dr. Nantasha Williams, will consider the following legislation:
· Resolution Number (Res. No.) 5, sponsored by The Speaker (Council Member Julie Menin) and Council Member David Carr, which would commemorate the 250th anniversary of the United States of America; and
· Res. No. 15, sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, which would declare July 2 annually in the City of New York as Freedom Day to commemorate the anniversary of the vote of the Second Continental Congress to declare independence from Great Britain in 1776.
Additionally, the Committee will hear and consider the following legislation:
· Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2108), sponsored by Council Member Rita Joseph, which would call on the New York State Legislature to introduce and pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation to amend the Education Law, in relation to requiring instruction on the history, contributions, and experiences of people of African descent in public schools;
· Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2123), sponsored by Council Member James Gennaro, which would commemorate the pivotal political and military role of New York City in the birth of the United States of America 250 years ago;
· Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2124), sponsored by Council Member Christopher Marte, which would celebrate the historical documents that contributed to the birth of the United States of America and are on display at the New York Public Library as part of the nation’s 250th anniversary events; 
· Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2140), sponsored by Council Members Virginia Maloney, Kevin Riley, Amanda Farías, Christopher Marte, Farah Louis, and The Speaker (Council Member Menin), which would declare June 13 as New York Knicks Day in the City of New York to celebrate the contributions of the world-class basketball team to the City’s culture and civic identity; and
· Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2142), sponsored by The Speaker (Council Member Menin) and Council Members Maloney, Farías, Marte, Riley and Louis, which would celebrate the “Knicks in five” as the New York Knicks win the 2026 NBA Championship.
II. Background
Res. No. 5-2026
The Declaration of Independence was originally drafted by the “Committee of Five,” consisting of John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Roger Sherman, and Robert Livingston of New York.[footnoteRef:1] With Jefferson then serving as the main author of the document, the Second Continental Congress approved the final version of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.[footnoteRef:2] The Declaration of Independence was subsequently signed by 56 individuals from state delegations.[footnoteRef:3] Fifty years later in a June 24, 1826, letter to Washington, D.C., Mayor Roger Weightman, Jefferson wrote of the importance of the anniversary of the declaration of the colonies’ independence, saying “[f]or ourselves, let the annual return of this day forever refresh our recollections of these rights, and an undiminished devotion to them.”[footnoteRef:4] In February 2022, New York State Governor Kathy Hochul signed into law the New York State 250th Commemoration Act, which created a commission to facilitate a statewide celebration, noting that New York State played “an immense role” in the preparation for and execution of the American Revolution.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  Scott Bomboy, “On this day, the Declaration of Independence is officially signed,” National Constitution Center (August 2, 2023), available at https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/on-this-day-the-declaration-of-independence-is-officially-signed (last visited June 11, 2026).]  [2:  Id.]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  “Declaring Independence: Drafting the Documents,” Library of Congress, available at https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/rcwltr.html (last visited June 26, 2026).]  [5:  New York State Senate, Senate Bill S.4410C, available at https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S4410 (last visited June 11, 2026).] 

Res. No. 15-2026
On July 2, 1776, the members of the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia and voted unanimously to approve a resolution submitted by delegate Richard Henry Lee of Virginia that declared “[t]hat these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.”[footnoteRef:6] Second Continental Congress delegate John Adams wrote then that he believed that July 2 would “be celebrated, by succeeding Generations, as the great anniversary Festival” and that it “ought to be solemnized with Pomp and Parade with shews, Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from one End of this continent to the other from this Time forward forever more.”[footnoteRef:7] Two days later, the Second Continental Congress approved the final version of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  Scott Bomboy, “When is the real Independence Day: July 2 or July 4?” National Constitution Center (July 2, 2024), available at https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/when-is-the-real-independence-day-july-2-or-july-4 (last visited June 11, 2026).]  [7:  Id.]  [8:  Scott Bomboy, “On this day, the Declaration of Independence is officially signed,” supra.] 

Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2108)
New York State (“State”) Education Law §801 directs the Board of Regents to prescribe courses in patriotism, citizenship, and human rights, with particular attention to genocide, slavery and the Underground Railroad, the Holocaust, and the Irish famine of 1845-1850,[footnoteRef:9] yet no comparable statewide mandate exists for the history, contributions, and experiences of people of African descent.[footnoteRef:10] Research indicates that omitting race and history from curricula harms Black students and other students of color, while inclusive curricula benefit all students.[footnoteRef:11] In December 2025, Governor Hochul signed legislation directing a statewide survey of Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander history instruction and establishing an advisory committee to support that content in schools, affirming the State’s recognition that identity-specific historical instruction warrants dedicated legislative action.[footnoteRef:12] At the New York City (NYC) level, the 2022 Racial Justice Charter Amendments—approved by NYC voters and codified as Charter §3403—require a biennial Preliminary Citywide Racial Equity Plan establishing a framework to address racial disparities across public services, including education.[footnoteRef:13] As the nation approaches the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence,[footnoteRef:14] the need for an honest and comprehensive accounting of the history, struggles, and contributions of people of African descent to American civic and cultural life becomes even more urgent.[footnoteRef:15] [9:  N.Y. Educ. Law §801]  [10:  EdTrust, “Advancing Black History in Education: Bright Spots from New York State,” (Feb. 19, 2025), available at https://newyork.edtrust.org/advancing-black-history-in-education-bright-spots-from-new-york-state-2/ (last visited June 12, 2026). ]  [11:  Thurgood Marshall Institute LDF, “Black Educators as Essential Workers for Educational Equity: TMI Report,” (Mar. 2025), available at https://tminstituteldf.org/black-educators-as-essential-workers-for-educational-equity/ (last visited June 12, 2026). ]  [12:  Office of NYS Governor Kathy Hochul, “Governor Hochul Signs Legislation to Assess Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander History Education and Establish Advisory Committee to Support AANHPI Content in Schools,” (Dec. 16, 2025), available at https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-legislation-assess-asian-american-native-hawaiian-and-pacific-islander (last visited June 12, 2026). ]  [13:  N.Y.C. Charter §3403]  [14:  The White House, “Freedom 250,” (n.d.), available at https://www.whitehouse.gov/freedom250/ (last visited June 12, 2026). ]  [15:  ASALH, “About Black History Month,” (n.d.), available at https://asalh.org/about-us/about-black-history-month/ (last visited June 12, 2026). ] 

Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2123)
From the years leading up to the American Revolution to the years afterward when NYC served as the first capital of the new nation and the site of the inauguration of the nation’s first president, NYC was at the center of the new nation’s civic and political life.[footnoteRef:16] New Yorkers actively protested British authority in the colonies on October 23, 1765, with the arrival of British ships bringing the stamps approved by Parliament under the Stamp Act.[footnoteRef:17] In 1773, New Yorkers protested the arrival of tea in the colonies, even prior to the famous Boston Tea Party.[footnoteRef:18] At a July 9, 1776, gathering in the Commons (now City Hall Park), General George Washington announced that the Continental Congress, had been “impelled … to declare the United Colonies of North America, free and independent STATES.”[footnoteRef:19] In mounting its exhibition entitled Declaring America: 1776 and Beyond, The New York Public Library (NYPL) notes that the exhibition focuses on NYC’s “unique role as a literal and intellectual battleground in the riveting first months of the American Revolution.”[footnoteRef:20] The City’s unique role stemmed in part from its location in the colony of New York, which was considered to be geographically indispensable during the Revolutionary War because it connected the Northern and Southern colonies and facilitated communications and the movement of supplies and soldiers.[footnoteRef:21] On November 22, 1783, a seven-year British occupation finally ended with NYC’s liberation by Continental Army troops.[footnoteRef:22] [16:  “First Capital of the Nation,” New York State official website, available at https://empirestateplaza.ny.gov/first-capital-nation (last visited June 26, 2026).]  [17:  “The Early Rebellion in New York,” Fort Stanwix National Monument New York website, available at https://www.nps.gov/fost/blogs/the-early-rebellion-in-new-york.htm (last visited June 12, 2026).]  [18:  Id.]  [19:  “Summer of 1776,” Fraunces Tavern Museum website, available at https://www.frauncestavernmuseum.org/summer-of-76 (last visited June 12, 2026).]  [20:  “Declaring America: 1776 and Beyond,” supra.]  [21:  “Summer of 1776,” supra.]  [22:  “British Occupation of New York City,” George Washington’s Mount Vernon website, available at https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/british-occupation-of-new-york-city (last visited June 12, 2026).] 

Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2124)
In honor of the 250th anniversary of the birth of the United States, the NYPL is presenting an exhibition entitled Declaring America: 1776 and Beyond, from June 15, 2026, to January 10, 2027.[footnoteRef:23] The exhibition begins with a variety of remarkable documents that represent “Revolutionary City” and that eventually led to an order by General Washington to gather to hear the Declaration of Independence read aloud on July 9, 1776, at the southern tip of Manhattan.[footnoteRef:24] In 1896, NYPL trustee John Stewart Kennedy bought and donated to the NYPL a copy of the Declaration of Independence, handwritten by Jefferson, which will be on public display from July 1 to July 7.[footnoteRef:25] The  gives all New Yorkers the unique opportunity to see firsthand many original documents that gave rise to our democracy and which, as the NYPL notes, allows all of its visitors “to explore America’s remarkable beginnings, complex legacies, and promises fulfilled and unfulfilled.”[footnoteRef:26] [23:  “Declaring America: 1776 and Beyond,” The New York Public Library website, available at https://www.nypl.org/events/exhibitions/declaring-america-1776-beyond (last visited June 12, 2026).]  [24:  “Revolutionary City: The Road to Revolution,” The New York Public Library website, available at https://www.nypl.org/events/exhibitions/galleries/revolutionary-city-road-revolution (last visited June 12, 2026).]  [25:  “Save the Date to Connect with History: Special Display of the Library’s Manuscript Copy of the Declaration of Independence,” The New York Public Library website, available at www.nypl.org/blog/2025/08/22/special-display-manuscript-copy-declaration-independence (last visited June 12, 2026).]  [26:  Id.] 

Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2140)
Some 2026 NYC fans still remember when the Knicks won their first National Basketball Association (NBA) Championship, beating the Los Angeles Lakers in an exhausting seven-game series on May 8, 1970,[footnoteRef:27] and some NYC fans proudly remember when the Knicks won their second NBA Championship, again beating the Los Angeles Lakers, this time in five games on May 10, 1973.[footnoteRef:28] Both of those now-iconic Knicks championship teams boasted the legendary skills of Hall of Famers, including team captain Willis Reed, Walt “Clyde” Frazier, Bill Bradley, and Dave DeBusschere; Hall of Famer Earl “The Pearl” Monroe joined the Knicks in time for the winning 1973 season.[footnoteRef:29] Then, there were near-misses in 1994 and 1999.[footnoteRef:30] More than two decades later during the 2026 NBA Finals, all NYC institutions seemed to become Knicks fans—from a subway entrance near Madison Square Garden newly decorated in Knicks’ orange and blue, to the Empire State Building and 15 other buildings and bridges lit up at night in orange and blue, to the public libraries making e-books and audiobooks about basketball and the Knicks instantly accessible, to the Knicks-based art and exhibits on display at NYC’s finest museums.[footnoteRef:31] The 2026 champions can now also take their place in Knicks lore as the latest stars to grace the court at Madison Square Garden. [27:  ‘When the Garden was Eden’: Remembering the 1970s New York Knicks,” Museum of the City of New York (November 17, 2020), available at https://www.mcny.org/event/when-garden-was-eden-remembering-1970s-new-york-knicks (last visited June 22, 2026).]  [28:  Dan Treacy, “Last time Knicks won NBA championship: Revisiting 1973 Finals roster led by Walt Frazier, Willis Reed,” The Sporting News (June 13, 2026), available at https://www.sportingnews.com/ca/nba/new-york-knicks/news/last-time-knicks-won-nba-championship-1973-finals-roster/484fc727408cac29d45a85d6 (last visited June 22, 2026).]  [29:  Id.]  [30:  Joe Vardon, “Knicks win first NBA championship since 1973, topping Spurs in Game 5,” The Athletic (June 13, 2026), available at Knicks win first NBA championship since 1973, topping Spurs in Game 5 - The Athletic (last visited June 22, 2026).]  [31:  Emily Burack, “How New York City Institutions Are Celebrating the Knicks,” Town&Country (June 8, 2026), available at https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/sporting/a71526502/how-new-york-city-celebrating-the-knicks/ (last visited June 22, 2026).] 

Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2142)
On June 13, 2026, in San Antonio, the New York Knicks came from behind to finish off the San Antonio Spurs in Game 5 to win the NBA Championship by a final score of 94-90, making a dream come true for millions of NYC fans, many of whom had spent a lifetime awaiting a Knicks’ championship title.[footnoteRef:32] This win marked the Knicks’ first championship since 1973 and their third NBA championship in team history.[footnoteRef:33] NYC fans celebrated their newest heroes—Jalen Brunson, Ogugua “OG” Anunoby, Karl-Anthony Towns, Josh Hart, Mitchell Robinson, Mikal Bridges, hometown hero Jose Alvarado, and more—at a ticker-tape parade down the Canyon of Heroes to City Hall on June 18th, which was the first ticket-tape parade in Knicks’ history.[footnoteRef:34] [32:  Vardon, supra.]  [33:  Id.]  [34:  Chelsia Rose Marcius, “What to Know About the Ticker-Tape Parade for the Knicks,” The New York Times (June 18, 2026), available at What to Know About the Ticker-Tape Parade for the Knicks - The New York Times (last visited June 22, 2026).] 








Res. No. 5

Resolution commemorating the 250th anniversary of the United States of America

By The Speaker (Council Member Menin) and Council Members Carr, Louis, Morano and Ariola

Whereas, On July 2, 1776, the members of the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia and voted unanimously to approve a resolution submitted by delegate Richard Henry Lee of Virginia that declared “[t]hat these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved”; and
Whereas, After the vote on July 2, the delegates began to edit the draft of a document that was designed to explain their actions to the public and that was originally written by the Committee of Five, consisting of John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Roger Sherman, and Robert Livingston of New York, who did not stay in Philadelphia to sign the finished document, but later, after serving in many official capacities, administered the oath of office to President George Washington in New York City (NYC); and
Whereas, The delegates took two days to edit the document, whose primary author became Thomas Jefferson, and approved the final version of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776; and
Whereas, Subsequently, 56 individuals from state delegations signed the Declaration of Independence; and 
Whereas, The signers representing New York were William Floyd, a 41-year-old land speculator born in Brookhaven, New York; Philip Livingston, a 60-year-old merchant born in Albany, New York; Lewis Morris, a 50-year-old plantation owner born in West Chester County, New York; and Francis Lewis, a 63-year-old wealthy merchant and political radical, born in Wales, whose Whitestone, Queens, estate was pillaged and whose wife was imprisoned by the British during the Revolutionary War after the Battle of Brooklyn in August, 1776; and 
Whereas, Fifty years later in a June 24, 1826, letter to Washington, D.C., Mayor Roger Weightman, Jefferson wrote of the importance of the anniversary of the declaration of the colonies’ independence, saying “[f]or ourselves, let the annual return of this day forever refresh our recollections of these rights, and an undiminished devotion to them”; and
Whereas, It is fitting that the 250th anniversary of an independent U.S. be celebrated as Jefferson imagined 200 years ago when he wrote about “an undiminished devotion” to the unalienable rights of the people of a new nation; and
Whereas, The United States (U.S.) Congress passed Public Law 114-96 in July 2016 to establish the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission (“the Commission”), finding “that July 4, 2026, the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States, as marked by the Declaration of Independence in 1776, and the historic events preceding that anniversary—(1) are of major significance in the development of the national heritage of the United States of individual liberty, representative government, and the attainment of equal and inalienable rights; and (2) have had a profound influence throughout the world”; and
Whereas, The Commission created America250, a bipartisan initiative that has designed a multifaceted celebration to engage Americans in programming and events at the local, state, and national levels; and
Whereas, In February 2022, New York State (NYS) Governor Kathy Hochul signed into law the New York State 250th Commemoration Act (“the Act”), which created a commission to facilitate a statewide celebration; and
Whereas, The justification for the Act noted that NYS played “an immense role” in the preparation for and execution of the American Revolution; and
Whereas, The justification for the Act also noted that the American Revolution was “imperfect and many, including women, African Americans, and Native Americans, did not benefit from its ideals of liberty and freedom”; and
Whereas, The justification for the Act further explained that “the struggle to fully realize the ideals of the Revolution has continued over the past 250 years as is evident in New York's leading role in such revolutionary civil rights movements as the women’s rights and abolitionist movements, the underground railroad, and the LGBTQ movement” and that the 250th anniversary “offers a great opportunity to educate and inspire the people” of NYS regarding the ongoing struggle to form a more perfect union; and
Whereas, In celebration locally, NYC residents may take part in and enjoy parades, street festivals, fireworks displays, museum exhibitions, cultural programs, a spectacle of tall ships and naval vessels, and more; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York commemorates the 250th anniversary of the United States of America. 
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Res. No. 15

Resolution declaring July 2 annually in the City of New York as Freedom Day to commemorate the anniversary of the vote of the Second Continental Congress to declare independence from Great Britain in 1776

By Council Members Ariola, Morano, Carr, Louis, Salaam and Paladino

Whereas, On July 2, 1776, the members of the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia and voted unanimously to approve a resolution submitted by delegate Richard Henry Lee of Virginia that declared “[t]hat these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved”; and
Whereas, Second Continental Congress delegate John Adams wrote then that he believed that July 2 would “be celebrated, by succeeding Generations, as the great anniversary Festival” and that it “ought to be solemnized with Pomp and Parade with shews, Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from one End of this continent to the other from this Time forward forever more”; and
Whereas, After the vote on July 2, the delegates began to edit the draft of a document that was designed to explain their actions to the public and that was originally written by the Committee of Five, consisting of John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Roger Sherman, and Robert Livingston of New York, who did not stay in Philadelphia to sign the finished document, but later, after serving in many official capacities, administered the oath of office to President George Washington in New York City; and
Whereas, The delegates took two days to edit the document, whose primary author became Thomas Jefferson, and approved the final version of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776; and
Whereas, Subsequently, 56 individuals from state delegations signed the Declaration of Independence; and 
Whereas, The signers representing New York were William Floyd, a 41-year-old land speculator born in Brookhaven, New York; Philip Livingston, a 60-year-old merchant born in Albany, New York; Lewis Morris, a 50-year-old plantation owner born in West Chester County, New York; and Francis Lewis, a 63-year-old wealthy merchant and political radical, born in Wales, whose Whitestone, Queens, estate was pillaged and whose wife was imprisoned by the British during the Revolutionary War after the Battle of Brooklyn in August, 1776; and 
Whereas, For many years after the signing of the Declaration of Independence, there were arguments between the Federalists and the Republicans over how to celebrate the nation’s independence until the Federalists lost power in the early 1800s; and
Whereas, In a June 24, 1826, letter to Washington, D.C., Mayor Roger Weightman and the last letter that Thomas Jefferson ever wrote, Jefferson remarked on the importance of the anniversary of the declaration of the colonies’ independence, saying “[f]or ourselves, let the annual return of this day forever refresh our recollections of these rights, and an undiminished devotion to them”; and
Whereas, Founding Fathers Thomas Jefferson and John Adams both died days later on July 4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of the nation’s independence; and
Whereas, It is fitting that July 2, the date of the original vote, be celebrated along with the traditional July 4 holiday as the birthday of an independent United States; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York designates July 2 annually in the City of New York as Freedom Day to commemorate the anniversary of the vote of the Second Continental Congress to declare independence from Great Britain in 1776. 
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Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2108)

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to introduce and pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation to amend the Education Law, in relation to requiring instruction on the history, contributions, and experiences of people of African descent in public schools

By Council Member Joseph

Whereas, The New York City (“NYC” or “City”) public school system is the largest in the United States (U.S.), serving more than 900,000 students enrolled in nearly 1,600 schools; and
Whereas, New York State (“NYS” or “State”) Education Law § 801 requires the Board of Regents to prescribe courses of instruction in “patriotism, citizenship, civic education and values, our shared history of diversity, the role of history of diversity, the role of religious tolerance in this country, and human rights issues, with particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of genocide, slavery (including the freedom trail and underground railroad), the Holocaust, and the mass starvation in Ireland from 1845 to 1850,” reflecting a recognition that discrete subject areas of historical significance warrant dedicated instructional mandates; and
Whereas, The history of people of African descent is a vast, continuous narrative that extends far beyond enslavement and Reconstruction, deeply rooted in Africa’s ancient civilizations, which made foundational contributions to human society, science, and global trade; and
Whereas, The history of people of African descent further includes the civil rights and Black liberation movements, and the profound contributions of people of African descent to American science, medicine, politics, law, literature, and the arts – contributions that are integral to the civic, cultural, and intellectual life of NYC and the U.S.; and
Whereas, Yet, there is no statutory mandate requiring comprehensive instruction on the history, contributions, and experiences of people of African descent, leaving Black history instruction inconsistently implemented across the State; and
Whereas, In December 2025, Governor Kathy Hochul signed legislation codified at NYS Education Law § 805, authorizing a statewide survey of instruction on Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander history and establishing an advisory committee to support that content in schools, further affirming the importance of identity-specific historical instruction; and
Whereas, Research consistently demonstrates that gaps in racially-affirming and historically-accurate curriculum contribute to disparate educational outcomes for Black students, and that inclusive curriculum benefits all students by fostering a more complete understanding of American history and civic identity; and
Whereas, NYC’s Preliminary Citywide Racial Equity Plan, developed pursuant to Charter § 3403 and the 2022 Racial Justice Charter Amendments, establishes a governmentwide framework to address long-standing racial disparities across public policy, services, and practices – including education – and a binding State instructional mandate on the history of people of African descent would directly strengthen the City’s equity commitments in the classroom; and
Whereas, As the U.S. prepares to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 2026, this historic milestone presents a singular opportunity to reaffirm the founding ideals of liberty and equality for all – ideals that cannot be fully honored without an honest and comprehensive accounting of the history, struggles, and contributions of people of African descent, whose labor, resistance, and ingenuity helped build the very nation whose founding ideals they were so long denied; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to introduce and pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation to amend the Education Law, in relation to requiring instruction on the history, contributions, and experiences of people of African descent in public schools.
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Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2123)

Resolution commemorating the pivotal political and military role of New York City in the birth of the United States of America 250 years ago 

By Council Member Gennaro 
Whereas, Colonists in New York City (NYC) launched one of the first active protests of British authority in the colonies when about 2,000 New Yorkers protested the October 23, 1765, arrival of British ships bringing the stamps approved by Parliament under the Stamp Act (March 1765); and
Whereas, On October 31, 1765, the day before the stamp tax was to be put into effect, NYC’s Sons of Liberty brought together another 2,000 protesters, who rioted and destroyed British property in response to the unpopular provisions of the Stamp Act; and
Whereas, When a second British ship brought stamps in January 1766, NYC protesters boarded the ship and burned the stamps; and
Whereas, After the repeal of the Stamp Act, many New York colonial leaders took a more moderate approach to protesting British Parliament actions in the lead-up to the Revolutionary War, including simply ignoring the onerous requirements of the Quartering Act; and
Whereas, Some NYC residents took a more aggressive approach, as evidenced by the January 1770 Battle of Golden Hill, when an armed scuffle broke out between Sons of Liberty members and British soldiers quartered in NYC; and
Whereas, In 1773, New Yorkers protested the arrival of tea in the colonies even prior to the famous Boston Tea Party and staged their own smaller “tea party” in April 1774 when they boarded an East India Company ship and dumped tea into the harbor; and
Whereas, Several years later, the adoption of the final version of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, led to an order by General George Washington for his Continental Army troops to gather at 6:00 on the evening of July 9, 1776, to hear the Declaration of Independence read aloud at the Commons (now City Hall Park); and
Whereas, In 1766, the Commons had been the site of the first Liberty Pole, which was a mast topped by a vane with the word “liberty,” built by New Yorkers who wanted to break free of British rule; and
Whereas, A decade later at the July 9, 1776, gathering in the Commons, Washington announced that the Continental Congress, had been “impelled by the dictates of duty, policy and necessity… to dissolve the Connection which subsisted between this Country, and Great Britain, and to declare the United Colonies of North America, free and independent STATES”; and
Whereas, Immediately, Manhattan printer John Holt printed 500 copies of the Declaration of Independence as broadsides and spread them throughout NYC as the Revolutionary War was officially begun; and
Whereas, In mounting its exhibition entitled Declaring America: 1776 and Beyond, which commemorates the 250th anniversary of the birth of the United States (U.S.), The New York Public Library (NYPL) notes that the exhibition focuses on “New York City’s unique role as a literal and intellectual battleground in the riveting first months of the American Revolution” ; and
Whereas, One reason for the unique role played by NYC is its location in the colony of New York, which was considered to be the most important colony geographically during the Revolutionary War because it served as the connection between the Northern and Southern colonies for the purposes of communications and the movement of supplies and soldiers; and
Whereas, As John Adams had written to George Washington in January 1776, New York was “the Nexus of the Northern and Southern Colonies, as a Kind of Key to the whole Continent, as it is a Passage to Canada to the Great Lakes and to all the Indians Nations” and further that “No Effort to secure it ought to be omitted”; and
Whereas, Within the New York colony, NYC’s location as a major seaport, with access to rivers for transportation, made NYC a valuable asset to the British military forces as they launched their fight against the colonies; and
Whereas, The British made known their intentions with the arrival of a British fleet, beginning on June 29, 1776, and eventually numbering more than 300 ships in Staten Island’s harbor and nearby, leading to the Continental Army’s defeat in the August 27, 1776, at the Battle of Long Island and the capture of NYC on September 15, 1776; and 
Whereas, The seven-year British occupation finally ended with NYC’s liberation by Continental Army troops led by Washington and Governor George Clinton, the first governor of New York, on November 22, 1783; and
Whereas, Following the American Revolution, NYC took center stage as the new nation’s first capital from 1785 to 1790 and hosted the first presidential inauguration when Washington was sworn in on April 30, 1789, as the nation’s first president by the Chancellor of New York, Robert R. Livingston, who had been one of the original five drafters of the Declaration of Independence; and
Whereas, The inauguration took place on the gallery balcony outside the Senate Chamber of Federal Hall, overlooking Wall and Broad Streets, so that, according to the First Federal Congress, “the greatest number of the people of the United States and without distinction, may be witnesses to the solemnity”; and
Whereas, It is fitting that all New Yorkers celebrate the nation’s 250th anniversary with great pride stemming from our role in the very beginning of that long history; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York commemorates the pivotal political and military role of New York City in the birth of the United States of America 250 years ago. 
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Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2124)

Resolution celebrating the historical documents that contributed to the birth of the United States of America and are on display at the New York Public Library as part of the nation’s 250th anniversary events 

By Council Member Marte 
Whereas, In honor of the 250th anniversary of the birth of the United States (U.S.), The New York Public Library (NYPL) is presenting an exhibition, entitled Declaring America: 1776 and Beyond, which the NYPL notes “will focus on New York City’s unique role as a literal and intellectual battleground in the riveting first months of the American Revolution, trace the central role of protest throughout American history, and showcase contemporary artworks that grapple with enduring questions tied to the nation’s democratic ideals”; and
Whereas, The exhibition will be housed from June 15, 2026, through January 10, 2027, in the grand and historic Stephen A. Schwarzman Building on Fifth Avenue, which opened to the public in 1911; and
Whereas, The exhibition begins with the gallery “Revolutionary City,” which displays documents that explore escalating tensions between Great Britain and the Thirteen Colonies, culminating in an order by General George Washington to gather to hear the Declaration of Independence read aloud on July 9, 1776, at the southern tip of Manhattan; and
Whereas, Those remarkable documents include the Olive Branch Petition sent to King George III by the Second Continental Congress in July 1775 in an attempt to reconcile peacefully; John Locke’s Two Treatises of Government (printed in 1698), which was a philosophical underpinning for the American Revolution; Thomas Paine’s Common Sense (1776), which was published and read throughout the colonies and which called for a necessary break from Great Britain; a 1765 stamp, which was a product of the British Parliament’s notorious Stamp Act; a 1770 broadside, entitled “To The Public” and written by a New York Son of Liberty, protesting the housing of British troops in New York City and leading to the Battle of Golden Hill (in what is now the Financial District), the first bloody battle between colonists and British troops of the American Revolution, occurring two months before the Boston Massacre; a December 17, 1773, letter from Samuel Adams, sent via Paul Revere to update New Yorkers and Philadelphians about the Boston Tea Party; a November 26, 1775, letter from an 18-year-old Alexander Hamilton to John Jay, a New York delegate to the Second Continental Congress; a June 21, 1776, letter to George Washington from Benjamin Franklin, who was then serving on the Second Continental Congress’s Committee of Five to draft the Declaration of Independence; and
Whereas, In addition to Franklin, the Committee of Five was made up of Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Roger Sherman, and Robert Livingston, who was born and bred in New York City (NYC), graduated from King’s College (now Columbia University), served in many official government roles, and administered the oath of office to President Washington in NYC on April 30, 1789; and
Whereas, After weeks of work by Jefferson, who became the primary author of the Declaration of Independence, delegates took two days to debate and edit the document and approved the final version on July 4, 1776; and
Whereas, In 1896, NYPL trustee John Stewart Kennedy bought and donated to the NYPL a collection of historical documents, including a copy of the Declaration of Independence, handwritten by Jefferson and believed to be the one that Jefferson sent to George Wythe, his mentor and former law professor; and
Whereas, The NYPL’s copy of the Declaration of Independence shows Jefferson’s underlining of parts of the original draft that were removed before its adoption, including a rebuke of the slave trade, noting that King George III “has waged cruel war against [human nature] itself, violating it’s [sic] most sacred [rights] of life & liberty in the persons of a distant people, who never offended him, captivating & carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in their transportation thither”; and
Whereas, The NYPL’s extraordinary handwritten copy of the Declaration of Independence will be on display for public viewing by reservation from July 1 to July 7, 2026; and
Whereas, Declaring America: 1776 and Beyond gives all New Yorkers the unique opportunity to see firsthand many original documents that gave rise to our democracy and which, as the NYPL notes, allows all of its visitors “to explore America’s remarkable beginnings, complex legacies, and promises fulfilled and unfulfilled”; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York celebrates the historical documents that contributed to the birth of the United States of America and are on display at the New York Public Library as part of the nation’s 250th anniversary events. 
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Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2140)

Resolution declaring June 13 as New York Knicks Day in the City of New York to celebrate the contributions of the world-class basketball team to the City’s culture and civic identity

By Council Members Maloney, Riley, Farías, Marte, Louis, and The Speaker (Council Member Menin)

Whereas, On June 13, 2026, in San Antonio, the New York Knickerbockers (“the Knicks”) won the National Basketball Association (NBA) Championship for the third time in the team’s history and the first time in 53 years, besting the San Antonio Spurs in Game 5 of the Finals series; and
Whereas, During the Finals, all New York City (NYC) institutions seemed to become Knicks fans, from a subway entrance near Madison Square Garden newly decorated in Knicks’ orange and blue, to the Empire State Building and 15 other buildings and bridges lit up at night in orange and blue, to the public libraries making e-books and audiobooks about basketball and the Knicks instantly accessible, to the Knicks-based art and exhibits on display at NYC’s finest museums; and
Whereas, All New Yorkers across the boroughs enjoyed the Knicks-themed food treats that abounded, including orange and blue bagels and cupcakes, frosted cookies and doughnuts, and ice cream and Italian ices; and
Whereas, Old and young New Yorkers alike were decked out in orange and blue, from jerseys to face paint to new tattoos to nail polish; and
Whereas, Some 2026 NYC fans still remember when the Knicks won their first NBA Championship, beating the Los Angeles Lakers in an exhausting seven-game series on May 8, 1970; and
Whereas, Some NYC fans proudly remember when the Knicks won their second NBA Championship, again beating the Los Angeles Lakers, this time in five games on May 10, 1973; and
Whereas, Both of those now-iconic Knicks championship teams boasted the legendary skills of Hall of Famers, including team captain Willis Reed, Walt “Clyde” Frazier, Bill Bradley, and Dave DeBusschere; and
Whereas, Reed was chosen as the NBA’s Most Valuable Player (MVP) for 1969-1970 as well as the NBA Finals MVP in 1970 and again in 1973; and
Whereas, Hall of Famer Earl “The Pearl” Monroe joined the Knicks in time for the winning 1973 season and made it into the starting five along with Reed, Frazier, Bradley, and DeBusschere, who had become household names across the five boroughs; and 
Whereas, Frazier, Bradley, and Monroe all attended 2026 Finals games, passing down their legacy as one class of Knicks icons to the new class of 2026; and
Whereas, Frazier, still a color commentator for the Knicks, watched from the sidelines in his always-fashionable attire, which consisted of extravagant and creative orange-and-blue tailor-made suits for the 2026 Finals; and 
Whereas, Monroe has gone on to give back to New Yorkers by supporting the Earl Monroe New Renaissance Basketball School, a charter high school in the Bronx, which is opening a new campus in the poorest Congressional district in the United States, to “hopefully serve enough people who [will] go on to do great things,” according to Monroe; and
Whereas, In a recent interview in The New York Times, Monroe noted that he and his teammates were “part of the fabric of what the city was all about, and that was a good thing” and that “[w]e were Knicks … [b]ut we were New Yorkers as well”; and
Whereas, Of the time between the last championship season in 1973 and now, Joe Vardon wrote in The Athletic that “[t]here were the near-misses in 1994 and 1999 … Names that will be a part of Knicks lore forever … Bernard King and Patrick Ewing and John Starks … Charles Oakley and Allan Houston and Jeremy Lin and Carmelo Anthony”; and
Whereas, Those Knicks will take their place in the annals of team history alongside the legends of 1970 and 1973; and 
Whereas, The newest class can now also take a place in Knicks lore as the latest stars to grace the court at Madison Square Garden, known as “the world’s most famous arena,” and deliver a championship to NYC; and 
Whereas, It is fitting for all New Yorkers to remember and celebrate what the Knicks have meant to NYC and especially to NYC sports fans since 1946 when they were founded as part of the new Basketball Association of America, now the NBA; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York declares June 13 as New York Knicks Day in the City of New York to celebrate the contributions of the world-class basketball team to the City’s culture and civic identity.
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Preconsidered Res. No. (T2026-2142)

Resolution celebrating the “Knicks in five” as the New York Knicks win the 2026 NBA Championship

By The Speaker (Council Member Menin) and Council Members Maloney, Farías, Marte, Riley and Louis

Whereas, On June 13, 2026, in San Antonio, the New York Knickerbockers (“the Knicks”) came from behind to finish off the San Antonio Spurs in Game 5 to win the National Basketball Association (NBA) Championship by a final score of 94-90, making a dream come true for millions of New York City (NYC) fans, many of whom had spent a lifetime awaiting a Knicks’ championship title; and
Whereas, In the days leading up to the June 13th victory, New Yorkers and Knicks fans across the country were chanting and posting “Knicks in five”; and
Whereas, This win marked the Knicks’ first championship since 1973 and their third NBA championship in team history; and
Whereas, The Knicks won all three games in San Antonio and set an NBA Finals record in Game 4 at Madison Square Garden when they picked themselves up from a 29-point deficit, culminating in a shot by team captain Jalen Brunson, tipped in by Ogugua “OG” Anunoby, a one-for-the-books play to win the game 107-106, with 1.2 seconds left on the clock; and
Whereas, Brunson was named the Finals Most Valuable Player (MVP), an honor that was clinched by his breathtaking performance in Game 5 when he scored 45 points, including 15 in the fourth quarter to help overcome a 10-point Spurs advantage, and which was awarded after Game 5 as his father, Rick, a former NBA player and a current Knicks assistant coach, looked on proudly; and
Whereas, Both Brunson and Anunoby earned lasting places in Knicks history for their relentless drive and often remarkable scoring in Games 4 and 5; and
Whereas, The series victory was a true team effort, with several outstanding performances across the Knicks’ roster, including by Karl-Anthony Towns, Josh Hart, Mitchell Robinson, Mikal Bridges, and hometown hero Jose Alvarado, the only born-and-bred New Yorker currently on the Knicks’ roster; and
Whereas, The Knicks were victorious despite the Spurs’ own impressive team of talented players, including NBA Defensive Player of the Year Victor Wembanyama and guard Stephon Castle, who hounded the Knicks at every turn quarter after quarter; and
Whereas, In his first year with the team, Knicks’ coach Mike Brown, having won four championship titles as an assistant coach with other teams, now joins only Red Holzman as a Knicks’ championship coach; and
Whereas, After Game 5, Brown noted that “[t]here are a couple of franchises that are pretty iconic just because of the history that they have, the location that they’re in, sometimes even the building that they’re in” and that “New York is definitely one of the few that you could say” all three things about; and 
Whereas, NYC fans could be seen everywhere in the five boroughs during the NBA Finals sporting the Knicks’ iconic blue and orange jerseys and team colors, which pay homage to the flag of the Dutch founders of New Amsterdam in the early 1600s and later to the NYC flag; and
Whereas, During the games, NYC fans came together to cheer for the Knicks by the thousands on giant screens at official watch parties from outside Madison Square Garden to Bryant Park to Central Park, but also at smaller community gatherings across the five boroughs in bodegas, local bars, pizzerias, laundromats, barbershops, and even one funeral parlor; and
Whereas, NYC fans had one final chance to celebrate their newest heroes at a ticker-tape parade down the Canyon of Heroes to City Hall on June 18th, which was the first ticket-tape parade in Knicks’ history; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York celebrates the “Knicks in five” as the New York Knicks win the 2026 NBA Championship. 
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