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INT. NO. 722
BY: Council Members Michels and Marshall; also Council Members Leffler, Linares and O’Donovan

TITLE:
In relation to a corner name, W. Haywood Burns Corner, Borough of Manhattan.

INTENT:
This proposed local law would name the southwest corner of Convent Avenue and West 143rd Street as W. Haywood Burns Corner.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:



The following biographical information is derived from material that was provided by the City University of New York Law School at Queens College, the law firm of Van Lierop, Burns and Schaap and from “Lawyers You’ll Like, Putting Human Rights First”, by Michael Steven Smith, published in 1999 by Smyrna Press.



W. Haywood Burns was born in 1940.  He was a Harvard Scholar in Residence at Cambridge University in England in 1962 and 1963 and he received his Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree from the Yale University Law School in 1966.  Following his graduation from law school, W. Haywood Burns became an Associate at the law firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton and Garrison.  



From September, 1966 to September, 1967, he was a Law Clerk to Hon. Constance Baker Motley, a United States District Court Judge for the Southern District of New York.  From September, 1967 through December, 1969, W. Haywood Burns was employed as the Assistant Counsel for the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. and from January, 1970 through December, 1973 he was the Director of the National Conference of Black Lawyers.  



W. Haywood Burns’ love of teaching led him to accept the following teaching positions:


٠
Visiting Professor of Law, State University of New York at Buffalo, 1974 – 1975


٠
Associate Professor of Law, New York University School of Law, 1976 – 1977


٠
Adjunct Professor, New York Law School


٠
Greenberg Professor of Urban Legal Studies, City College, City University of New York


٠
Vice Provost and Dean for Urban and Legal Programs, City College, City University of New York


٠
Director, The Max E. and Filomen M. Greenberg Center for Legal Education and Urban Policy, City College, City University of New York


٠
Chair, Urban Legal Studies Program, City College, City University of New York, 1977 - 1987 


٠
Adjunct Professor of Law, City University of New York Law School at Queens College, 1984 – 1987


٠
Dean and Professor of Law, City University of New York Law School at Queens College, 1987 – 1994


٠
Visiting Professor, Yale Law School, 1994 – 1995


On page 41 of his book, referred to above, Michael Steven Smith poignantly describes some of the achievements of the life of W. Haywood Burns and the irony of the circumstances of W. Haywood Burns’ death in 1996.


“He represented Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in the Poor People’s Campaign in the 1960s.  King was murdered in Memphis but Haywood came through unscathed. He represented Angela Davis, successfully defending her in a frame-up charge of murder and kidnapping.  He organized the defense of the Attica brothers, charging Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller with the responsibility for “human tragedy that ranks in the annals of national disgrace with My Lai.”  He was an anti-apartheid fighter in the 1980s and the 1990s when things in South Africa were pretty rough.  He helped found the National Conference of Black Lawyers to “represent the Black Revolution”.


“But such is the irony of history that in Cape Town, South Africa, after the dust had settled, our friend, comrade and mentor, former National Lawyers Guild president and City University of New York law professor, and partner in the Harlem law firm of Van Lierop, Burns and Schaap, Haywood Burns, was killed by a truck running a stop sign."


W. Haywood Burns was survived by his wife, Jennifer Dohrn and his children Seth Rubin, Jeremiah Burns and Amilcar, Haydee and Ata Dohrn-Melendez, his brothers Junious Leon Burns and Joseph L. Teel and his sister Nancy Arlene Clark.


The corner to be named through enactment of this proposed local law is across from the office of the law firm in which he was a partner.


Manhattan Community Board No. 9 supports this legislation.
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