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TITLE:
To amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to ensuring that handheld computers used to enforce parking laws, rules and regulations access information from the department of transportation’s sign information system.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 14-118.3 to title fourteen.
INTRODUCTION


On October 8, 2008, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 786.  Int. No. 786 would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York to require the handheld computers used by New York City Police Department (“NYPD”) traffic enforcement agents to access information from the Department of Transportation’s sign information management system.  Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”), transportation advocates, community board representatives and civic groups.

BACKGROUND

The City of New York has in recent years initiated a technology initiative to try to cut waste and decrease errors.
  In 2004, the City began to issue hand-held computers to traffic enforcement agents to write parking tickets.
  These hand-held computers were designed to eliminate errors, which caused as many 10% of challenged tickets to be dismissed because of defects.
  A few months after the hand-held computers went into service, the dismissal rate had dropped to 1%.
  Because of the lower dismissal rate, the City can collect extra fines without issuing extra tickets.

One important feature of the hand-held computers for drivers is that they can be programmed to stop agents from issuing some erroneous summonses, such as on a holiday when parking rules are suspended.
  This bill would expand upon this feature and reduce further erroneous summonses by requiring the hand-held computers to access parking information from the DOT’s sign information management system, a comprehensive database of the City’s parking rules and regulations, which is required by local law 58 of 2007 to be in operation by September 2009.
ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 786 would add a new section 14-118.3 to title 14 of the Administrative Code.  Subdivision a of new section 14-118.3 would require handheld computers used by the NYPD to enforce laws, rules and regulations relating to parking to access and use the sign information system to be created by the commissioner of DOT as required by section 19-175.1 of the code.
Subdivision b of new section 14-118.1 would require the handheld computers referred to subdivision a of the bill to be programmed so that no notice of violation if parking laws, rules or regulations is issued when DOT’s sign information management system indicates that issuing such notice is inconsistent with parking laws, rules and regulations applicable at the time of issuance of such violation.
Section two of Int. No. 786 would provide that this local law take on September 1, 2009.
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