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Proposed Int. No. 131-A: 
By Council Members Lopez, Addabbo, Gerson, Nelson, Stewart, Weprin and Lanza

TITLE: 


To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the placement of automated defibrillators at certain public places and that training in the use of these devices be provided.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 17-184 to chapter one of title 17.

BACKGROUND

On Thursday, February 13, 2003, the Committee on Health, jointly with the Committee on Education, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 131-A, which would amend the New York City Administrative Code in relation to requiring the placement of automated external defibrillators (“AED”) at certain public places and to further require the provision of training in the use of AEDs. The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) and the Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) were invited to testify.

Proposed Int. No. 131-A

Proposed Int. No. 131-A would amend title 17 of the New York City Administrative Code by adding a new section 17-184 entitled “Automated External Defibrillators.”


Proposed Int. No. 131-A would require that an automated external defibrillator (“AED”) be made available in public places. Proposed Int. No. 131-A would define an AED as a computerized device approved by the United States Food and Drug Association for the purpose of cardiac defibrillation. (§17-184 (a)(1)). Proposed Int. No. 131-A would define “public places” as to include, but not be limited to: i) any publicly owned building; ii) any privately owned building in which a city agency provides services to the public; and iii) any privately owned building with a total occupancy exceeding six hundred people. (§17-184(a)(2))


Proposed Int. No. 131-A would require that each public place be equipped with an AED. (§17-184(b)). Proposed Int. No. 131-A would further require that every vehicle owned or operated by the New York City Police and Fire Departments for the purpose of responding to emergencies be equipped with an AED. (§17-184(c))


Proposed Int. No. 131-A would require that the Commissioner of DOHMH develop an training curriculum and implement a training program based on that curriculum to train New York City Police and Fire Department personnel who respond to emergencies during the regular course of their duties in the use of AEDs. Proposed Int. No. 131-A would further require that this training be offered no less than once per year, and as deemed further necessary by the Commissioner of DOHMH. (§17-184(d)) 


Proposed Int. No. 131-A would require that the Commissioner of DOHMH develop a training curriculum and training program based on that curriculum to train the public in the use of AEDs. The proposal would also require that the AED training be offered for free and in at least one location in each borough per year. Proposed Int. No. 131-A would allow DOHMH to contract with a outside party to provide this training. (§17-184(e))


Proposed Int. No. 131-A would require that owners or operators of public places required to provide AEDs to post a sign indicating where an AED is located. (§17-184(f))


Proposed Int. No. 131-A would allow the Commissioner of DOHMH to promulgate rules required by the provisions in the proposal, as well as any other rules required for the implementation of 17-184. (§17-184(g))


Proposed Int. No. 131-A would require that DOHMH engage in a continuing program on the use of AEDs. This program would be required to be held in English and any other language deemed appropriate by the Commissioner of DOHMH. (§17-184(h)) 


Proposed Int. No. 131-A would go into effect 120 days after enactment with respect to requiring i) that each public place be equipped with an AED (§17-184(b); ii) that each vehicle owned or operated by the New York City Police or Fire Department be equipped with an AED (§17-184(c)); iii) that the Commissioner of DOHMH develop a training curriculum for personnel of the New York City Fire and Police Departments (§17-184(e)); and iv) that the DOHMH engage in a continuing AED public education program (§17-184(h); Proposed Int. No. 131-A would go into effect 90 days after enactment with respect to requiring personnel of the Fire and Police Departments to receive training in the use of AEDs (§17-184(d)). Finally, Proposed Int. No. 131-A would require that the Commissioner of DOHMH promulgate rules regarding the implementation of §17-184 immediately after the enactment of the proposal. 


Proposed Int. No. 131-A 

By Council Members Lopez, Addabbo, Gerson, Nelson, Stewart, Weprin and Lanza

A LOCAL LAW

..Title

to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the placement of automated defibrillators at certain public places and that training in the use of these devices be provided.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Chapter one of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by adding a new section 17-184, to follow section 17-183, to read as follows:


§17-184  Automated external defibrillators.  a.  Definitions.  For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:


1.
"automated external defibrillator" means computerized device approved by the United States food and drug administration for the purpose of cardiac defibrillation.


2.
"public place" shall include, but not be limited to, (i) any publicly owned building, (ii) any privately owned building wherein services are provided by a city agency to the public, and (iii) any privately owned building with a total occupancy exceeding six hundred persons.


b.
Each public place shall be equipped with an automated external defibrillator.  


c.
Each vehicle owned or operated by the police department or the fire department for the purpose of responding to emergencies shall be equipped with an automated external defibrillator.

d.
The commissioner shall develop a training curriculum and implement a training program based on such curriculum to train personnel of the fire and police departments who respond to emergencies in the regular course of their duties, in the operation and use of automated external defibrillators. Such training shall be offered no less than once per year, and as deemed further necessary by the commissioner according to the rules promulgated pursuant to subdivision g of this section.


e.
The commissioner shall develop a training curriculum and implement a training program based on such curriculum to train the public in the operation and use of automated external defibrillators. The commissioner shall ensure that such training program be offered at no charge in at least one location per borough per year. Such training program may be operated by the department or by a private entity pursuant to an agreement with the department. 


f.
The owner or operator of a public place required to maintain an automated external defibrillator pursuant to this section shall be required to post a sign approved by the department in such public place indicating the location at which the automated external defibrillator is located.


g. 
The commissioner shall promulgate rules in accordance with the provisions contained in this section and such other rules as may be necessary for the purpose of implementing this section.


h.
The department shall engage in a continuing program on the use of automated external defibrillators. Such program shall be in English, and any other language as may be deemed appropriate by the commissioner.
§2.
Effective date. This local law shall take effect one hundred and twenty days after enactment; provided, however, that subdivision d shall take effect ninety days after enactment; and provided further that subdivision g shall take effect immediately.
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