5








Staff:
Frank Neely









Legislative Analyst









Ira S. Pers









Legal Analyst

THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION
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COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chair

INT. NO. 884-A

By: The Speaker (Council Member 

Vallone) and Council Members Foster, Lopez, Carrion, Malave-Dilan, Eisland, Marshall, Boyland, Abel and Golden (in conjunction with the Mayor); also Council Members Dear, Fisher, Freed, Harrison, Koslowitz, Linares, Michels, O’Donovan, Pinkett, Povman, Sabini and Wooten 

TITLE:
In relation to a park name, John V. Lindsay / East River Park, Borough of Manhattan

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “John V. Lindsay / East River Park” at East River Park, an existing park between Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive and the East River from Montgomery Street to East 12th Street. 

COMMENT:

The following biographical information was excerpted from The Internet Obituary Network (October 29, 2001).

John V. Lindsay, New York City’s 103rd Mayor, was born in Manhattan on November 24th, 1921, one of 5 children born to George Nelson Lindsay (an English immigrant who became a successful investment banker) and his wife Florence Eleanor Vliet. The Lindsays were modestly well-to-do and John Lindsay grew up in homes on Park Avenue and Long Island and was educated in private schools. He attended the Buckley School for Boys in New York, the St. Paul Preparatory School in Concord, New Hampshire, and Yale University. Entering Yale as America became embroiled in World War II, Lindsay, a history major, accelerated his program to graduate in three years instead of four, and enlisted in the Armed Forces shortly after receiving his degree in 1943. 

As a member of the United States Naval Reserve, Lindsay, rose from ensign to lieutenant while serving as a gunnery officer aboard destroyers in the South Pacific. Lindsay's service record included 5 Battle Stars and participation in the invasion at Sicily, tours of the Pacific Theater, and landings at Hollandia, the Admiralty Islands and the Philippines. Discharged in 1946, Lindsay returned to Yale where he earned his law degree and passed the bar in 1948. Lindsay's second career at Yale led to his introduction to Herbert Brownell, Jr., who became his personal and political mentor. Brownell steered Lindsay into Republican politics, as well as to the New York firm of Webster, Sheffield and Chrystie.

While a novice attorney at Webster Sheffield, Lindsay married Mary Harrison and launched his own meteoric career in politics. In 1949 Lindsay served as the head of the New York Young Republican Club before founding the Youth for Eisenhower organization (1952). Lindsay’s work with Youth for Eisenhower took him to his first of four National Republican Conventions and further impressed Brownell, who, with Eisenhower's election, was appointed Attorney General. By 1955, Lindsay was Brownell's assistant and serving as the United States Justice Department liaison to the White House, the Eisenhower cabinet, and to Congress. In his role as assistant to the Attorney General, Lindsay participated in the shaping of a number of progressive pieces of legislation affecting American civil rights, immigration and legislative policies.

In 1958, Lindsay made a successful run for New York's 17th District Congressional seat. The 17th District included Harlem, Greenwich Village, New York's East Side and the affluent Fifth and Park Avenue neighborhoods where Lindsay had been raised. Lindsay represented the 17th, or "Silk Stocking", District for 4 terms and was reelected by consistently higher majorities, with his outspoken views on civil rights, immigration, and refugee/asylum issues. By the time Lindsay resigned from the House of Representatives, to take office as New York’s Mayor (1966), the 43-year-old politician was referred to in Washington as "the Republican Kennedy".

Lindsay's election as New York City's mayor marked him as one of the                  youngest men to ascend to the office, and the first Republican to be so elected since 1941. Lindsay's youth, optimism and bipartisan Congressional record (which had shown him voting with Liberal Democrats on many hot political issues) came as the city and the country ignited over civil rights issues and the Vietnam War. Though nationally recognized as a ground breaker in urban civil rights programs by President Lyndon Johnson, locally Lindsay found his efforts on the behalf of poor Blacks and Hispanics under fire from fellow politicos and middle class white constituents. 

Lindsay's tenure in office helped bring urban issues to a national forum,                  and spurred federal funding for many urban renewal programs nationwide. He rarely received credit for his reestablishment of New York as a tourism center and host for the arts and entertainment, or his revival of Central Park, which became the home of many free entertainment events. Lindsay's efforts in office included programs to make the City government more accessible to the people, and he was noted for making sojourns, sans guards, through riot-torn Harlem after the assassination of civil rights leader Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

                  John Lindsay chose not to run for reelection in 1973, but returned to his old law practice and served as an intermittent host of ABC's "Good Morning America".                  Lindsay published two volumes of memoirs and penned a novel, "The Edge”. In the early 1990s he was stricken with Parkinson's disease.

                  In 1997 Lindsay was named counsel to the New York City Commission to the

United Nations; which provided the opportunity to continue to shape the civil rights and immigration issues which had been his lifelong passionate causes. Lindsay's health continued to deteriorate, and he suffered two heart attacks and two strokes, as well as a public collapse before retiring with his wife, Mary, to a senior community on South Carolina's Hilton Head Island in 1999.

Hospitalized with complications of Parkinson's Disease and pneumonia, John V.                  Lindsay died at the Hilton Head Medical Center on December 19th, 2000, less                  than a month after his 79th birthday. He was survived by his wife of 51 years,                  Mary Harrison Lindsay, daughters Mary Lake, Margaret Picotte and Anne                  Lindsay, his son John V. Lindsay, Jr., his brother Robert, and 5 grandchildren. In respectful consideration for the many years of dedicated public service that John V. Lindsay gave to the United States, the State of New York, and New York City, it is fitting that East River Park, an existing park between Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive and the East River, from Montgomery Street to East 12th Street, a park that he helped to rebuild and where his Lindsay’s Lancers softball team often played, be renamed “John V. Lindsay Park” in his honor.

This local law shall take effect immediately.

UPDATE:
On November 9, 2001 Int. No. 884-A was adopted by the Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and International  Intergroup Relations by a vote of 7:0:0.
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