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          1  LANDMARKS, SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Good morning. LU

          3  No. 534, Queens Community Board- 9. 20055612 HKQ.

          4  And 050478 HKQ. Designation list No. 363. LP 2175 by

          5  Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to

          6  Section 3020 of the New York City Charter of the

          7  Ralph Bunch House, generally located at 115-24

          8  Grosvenor Street (phonetic), Block 3319, Lot 18.

          9  This was laid over for a meeting on Landmarks,

         10  Public Siting and Maritime Uses on August 15th and

         11  September 7th.

         12                 Okay, is there anyone here to

         13  testify? Good. No one is here to testify.

         14                 Chairwoman Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Chair.

         17                 Today we're doing a designation of

         18  the landmarking of the Ralph Bunch House, which is

         19  in Kew Gardens in my district.

         20                 I just wanted to put a few things on

         21  the record. Number one, this community, which is

         22  really a two-fold community, Richmond Hill, Kew

         23  Gardens and Kew Gardens, has been requesting

         24  landmarking historical districts of two of the

         25  areas, one of which in Richmond Hill they've been
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          2  requesting many, many years. We haven't seemed to be

          3  able to get any satisfaction when it comes to the

          4  Commission on those two issues.

          5                 They were also given -- if I can have

          6  a little bit of order in the room, that would be

          7  great.

          8                 We also gave to Commissioner Tierney

          9  and the Landmarks Commission an area in Kew Gardens

         10  which includes the Ralph Bunch House to be made a

         11  historic district.

         12                 I have a letter from Commissioner

         13  Tierney talking about the future of this and that we

         14  will walk the district together to make sure that at

         15  least it's given a fair shot.

         16                 I just want to put on the record,

         17  though, this is not, and the controversy surrounding

         18  designating this house, was not about Ralph Bunch.

         19                 The controversy for this designation

         20  was about how quickly it came to the Landmarks

         21  Commission when so many other out of the Landmarks

         22  Commission, when so many other things in this entire

         23  City seem to take months and months and months and

         24  sometimes years to designate, this flew through

         25  Landmarks, it flew to the City Council. We were not
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          2  involved with it.

          3                 If I can have a little bit of order

          4  in this Chamber, that would be terrific.

          5                 And my community was taken somewhat

          6  off guard by the speed at which it came to the

          7  Council.

          8                 I think that as we move forward, not

          9  only as Chair of the Land Use Committee, but as a

         10  representative in the Borough of Queens, I think

         11  it's important for us not to look piecemeal, and I

         12  think this is an argument, Mr. Chairman, that has

         13  come up in your Subcommittee so often, not to look

         14  piecemeal, but look at our communities to see which

         15  ones need to be designated as historical district.

         16                 This is a house that is surrounded by

         17  several other houses. When you look at it, you would

         18  not know the difference. We have done historical

         19  houses, because of the people that lived there and

         20  because of the businesses that came out of it in the

         21  past.

         22                 So, I understand why we're doing

         23  this, and I think that because of the man, it's good

         24  to do. But I will ask Landmarks to please look

         25  seriously. I have a letter from the Commissioner
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          2  saying they were going to look at the historical

          3  district of Kew Gardens. I'd like it to be more than

          4  a letter. I'd like to be more than what happened in

          5  Richmond Hill. And I see Councilman Gallagher

          6  walking in. The Commissioner came out, he looked at

          7  Richmond Hill, he spoke to the community and nothing

          8  happened. And there are other communities like that

          9  as well.

         10                 So, I request on the record the

         11  Commissioner to come out, take a serious look at Kew

         12  Gardens, take a serious look again at Richmond Hill,

         13  so that we can move forward in making sure that our

         14  communities remain the great place that we love.

         15                 I urge a yes vote on this.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Anybody else have

         17  any questions?

         18                 I'm not introducing anyone, including

         19  myself, due to the lack of time.

         20                 Ready to vote?

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Felder.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          3  Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          6  Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

          9  at four in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         10  no abstentions, it refers to the full Land Use

         11  Committee.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Do we have

         13  people for the full Land Use here? Do we have a

         14  quorum in the room, counsel?

         15                 If the Sergeants could put seats up,

         16  Land Use has 21 people. I'll again ask if there

         17  could be a table there for a few minutes, that would

         18  be great.

         19                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 15th day of September 2005.
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