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T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

Catherine Torres, Director Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Hon. Joel Rivera, Chair
STATE LEGISLATION RESOLUTION 11: 
By: Rivera

S.  867

By: Velella

A. 3471
By: Abbate 

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the general municipal law, in relation to certain impairments of health presumed accidental or incurred in the performance of duty

BACKGROUND:
During the course of their duties, firefighters are exposed to unusual amounts of chemical products and compounds.  This exposure has resulted in excessive incidents of mouth and throat cancer, intestinal cancers, lung and lymphatic cancer and leukemia deaths.  In 1994, legislation was signed establishing a presumption that these diseases among firefighters resulted from exposure to hazardous chemicals and compounds.  Pursuant to the 1994 legislation, this presumption exists when, upon entry into service, a physical examination failed to reveal evidence of any such condition.

When the 1994 legislation was first enacted, it failed to take into consideration the growing number of female firefighters who had joined and were expected to join the New York City Fire Department.  Indeed, as of April 1, 2003, the NYFD had a total of 26 female firefighters among a uniformed headcount of 10,733.  

S. 867 and A. 3471 would add neurological, breast and reproductive cancers to those already covered by the 1994 legislation.  According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support, the legislation reflects the changing composition of uniformed firefighters and seeks to remedy any discrimination by providing female firefighters with the same protections afforded to their male colleagues.  

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This Act shall take effect immediately and shall be deemed to have been in full force and effect on or after June 30, 1999.

