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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I call the

          3  meeting to order. Today we are going to do a number

          4  of things. We are going to start with hearing

          5  testimony on Intro. 613, which has to do with name

          6  changes of thoroughfare and public places. We are

          7  actually going to vote out 613 and only hear

          8  testimony on Intro. 304.

          9                 What I'm going to do, as I call the

         10  witnesses, at some point when we get two other

         11  members here, I'm going to stop you so that we can

         12  do a vote and then we'll continue with the

         13  testimony. So, we're going to start off with

         14  testimony on Intro. 613, and the first person is

         15  Sean Crowley.

         16                 Let me introduce, we have Council

         17  Member Weprin, Council Member Dilan, Council Member

         18  Jackson and staff to the Committee. Feel free to

         19  just state your name for the record, and then when

         20  you're ready to start, feel free.

         21                 MR. CROWLEY: Good afternoon. Sean

         22  Crowley is my name. I'm the president of the Brahon

         23  Law Society of New York City. I reside in Queens,

         24  New York, in Forest Hills.

         25                 I want to thank the Committee for
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          2  allowing me and my members to be here today.

          3                 I'm here basically testifying in

          4  relation to Frank Carvill.

          5                 Frank was not only a personal friend

          6  of mine, he was a member of the Brahon Law Society,

          7  an Irish American legal guru whose main focus is to

          8  ensure peace and justice take place in force of that

          9  in Northern Ireland.

         10                 Frank was an integral part of that

         11  society, one that we could always call on to assist

         12  us at a demonstration, at a fundraiser, on every

         13  level.

         14                 There was no task that was too small

         15  for Frank Carvill.

         16                 He also was an instrumental in the

         17  Emerald Isle Immigration Reform Movement, as well as

         18  a member of the County Cork Association, which he

         19  worked so tirelessly for.

         20                 Frank, unfortunately, was taken from

         21  us in July of 2004, while serving our country with

         22  distinction and honor in Iraq.

         23                 Frank, his character is certainly,

         24  one's character can certainly be defined by one's

         25  actions, rather than one's words. And Frank was just
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          2  that type of person, a man of action that gave

          3  selflessly to not only his members in the

          4  Irish-American community, but that selflessness also

          5  continued in his service in Iraq.

          6                 No task is too small for Frank in the

          7  Brahon Society and all the other Irish Associations,

          8  and certainly no task was too small for him as he

          9  served in the New Jersey National Guard in Iraq.

         10                 Frank could have came home for two

         11  weeks leave, and true to his character and

         12  selflessness he gave up his position to a fellow

         13  soldier whose relative had died here, gave up that

         14  leave to come home and following thereafter while

         15  serving he was killed.

         16                 And I want to thank Council Member

         17  Eric Gioia. I know he's unable to be here today, but

         18  he's been with our organization, assisting us,

         19  making sure that Frank's memory and his legacy

         20  continues.

         21                 I'm also joined by, if I may point

         22  out, Madam Chairman, Kelly O'Levy, former President

         23  of the Brahons, who is in attendance as well, James

         24  Rin, who is my predecessor, as President of the

         25  Brahons.
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          2                 Again, Councilman Gioia has worked

          3  very hard to make sure that this gets done, and I

          4  want to thank him for inviting us to make sure that

          5  gets done.

          6                 Frank would truly be a great tribute

          7  to him, to have the street naming change of

          8  Woodside, Woodside having a basic, a basic

          9  groundwork from where Irish-Americans settled in,

         10  worked, arguably built a much, this City from the

         11  ground up, and Frank did so much of its work in

         12  Woodside, and it's only befitting that this honor,

         13  the least we can do as a City, as a nation, to honor

         14  Frank Carvill, to have a street naming change after

         15  him on Roosevelt Avenue in Woodside, the heart of

         16  Irish American community of this City.

         17                 So, Madam Chairman, on behalf of not

         18  only people from Queens and this City, but as the

         19  president of the Brahon Law Society and our over 300

         20  members in and around the tristate area, we want to

         21  put our full whole-hearted support behind this bill

         22  to name the street after Frank Carvill, who how I

         23  characterize as a true American hero.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Chairman.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very
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          2  much for taking the time to testifying. And

          3  actually, Council Member Gioia did speak to me and

          4  his staff person, as you know, is here. Thank you

          5  for taking the time, and please extend our

          6  condolences to his family on behalf of the

          7  Committee. Thank you.

          8                 MR. CROWLEY: Thank you so much.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Now that we have

         10  a quorum, we've also been joined by Council Member

         11  Maria del Carmen Arroyo, one of the newest members

         12  to the Committee.

         13                 Welcome.

         14                 Council Member Letitia James. Council

         15  Member Alan Gerson. Sorry, I couldn't remember for a

         16  minute.

         17                 And we are ready to have a vote on

         18  613.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         25  excused to very, very, very briefly explain my vote?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Okay. I'll hold

          3  you to the very, very briefly.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I just want to

          5  point out that one of the streets we're renaming is

          6  just a few blocks from here to the west on Chambers

          7  Street near the river, which will be conamed,

          8  conamed I should have said, and after this vote it

          9  will be conamed, after the Council vote, conamed

         10  Frederick Douglas Landing. And this is part of

         11  ongoing efforts to recognize and remind all New

         12  Yorkers of the very significant African-American

         13  history and heritage of Lower Manhattan.

         14                 In particular, we know of Lower

         15  Manhattan as the birthplace of our City and indeed

         16  much of our nation. We need to remember that

         17  includes it's a source of a significant amount of

         18  very distinguished African-American history, and

         19  this conaming is part of that very important

         20  historical recognition.

         21                 So, with that note, and with honor to

         22  all after whom we rename the streets on which we're

         23  voting, I vote aye.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Chair,

          5  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Very briefly.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: In this bill

          8  we are voting on the conaming between Flushing

          9  Avenue and Atlantic Avenue on behalf of the late

         10  Councilwoman Mary Pinkett, who was the first

         11  African-American Councilwoman in City Council, who

         12  was a trailblazer and a pioneer and who opened up

         13  doors for countless number of women. That's why I'm

         14  proud to have produced that piece of legislation,

         15  and I look forward to the ground-opening or the

         16  ground-breaking ceremony in Clinton Hill, and I

         17  proudly vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         21  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         22  abstentions, the item is adopted. Council Members,

         23  please sign the Committee report. Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         25  much.
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          2                 Now we're going to go back to

          3  testimony. We're going to hear from Kelly O'Neill

          4  Levy on 613.

          5                 Please just state your name and

          6  affiliation for the record and then you can get into

          7  your testimony.

          8                 MS. O'NEILL LEVY: My name is Kelly

          9  O'Neill Levy. I'm past president of the Brahon Law

         10  Society. I want to reiterate what Sean Crowley,

         11  President of the Brahon Law Society has said, and I

         12  just want to thank the Council for doing this. It

         13  means so much to the Irish American community.

         14                 Frank Carvill was a tremendous

         15  person. He was a friend to all of us, and he's

         16  deeply missed. So, this is a real accomplishment

         17  that this has happened and a way for us to always

         18  look up at that street sign and remember the

         19  incredible man and friend Frank Carvill was. Thank

         20  you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         22  much, and, again, for taking the time to come.

         23                 Now we're going to hear, because

         24  Brian O'Dwyer isn't here yet, correct? Okay. We are

         25  going to hear testimony on Intro. 304. Before we do
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          2  that, the Council Member that introduced it, David

          3  Weprin, wants to give a statement, and we are going

          4  to have three-minute testimonies on Intro. 304.

          5                 David.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          7  Madam Chair.

          8                 First, let me thank you for bringing

          9  this bill up for a Committee hearing.

         10                 Intro. 304 calls for renaming Jamaica

         11  Avenue, between Cross Island Parkway to 257th

         12  Street, to Jericho Turnpike.

         13                 To be clear, this is not a memorial

         14  name change, but instead a change to the map of New

         15  York City.

         16                 What that means is going forward this

         17  section of the street will be known as this section

         18  of Jericho Turnpike. This map change has been a long

         19  time coming. The recommendation of the Bellrose

         20  Business District name change was most recently

         21  voted upon in Community Board 13 and passed with an

         22  overwhelming majority of over 80 percent. This bill

         23  was originally proposed by my predecessor Councilman

         24  Leffler, and at that point the support was, it was

         25  approved by the community board, but it was by a
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          2  vote of one vote.

          3                 I indicated that I wanted a new vote

          4  to indicate overwhelming support by community board

          5  and we did get that vote and it was over 80 percent

          6  of the community board across all geographic areas,

          7  all ethnic backgrounds, overwhelming support for

          8  changing this.

          9                 The bill offers an extended grace

         10  period for the City and its agencies to make the

         11  proper adjustment to the map of the City of New

         12  York, and to inform the appropriate emergency

         13  responders of the change.

         14                 It also offers an extended grace

         15  period for those businesses affected by the name

         16  change to fix the addresses on their signs and

         17  letterhead.

         18                 This bill is common sense. It enjoys

         19  the support of the Borough President and other

         20  elected officials. Council Member Leroy Comrie, who

         21  is adjacent to this district has indicated to me his

         22  support for the legislation and Assemblywoman

         23  Barbara Clark, who is the Assemblyperson from the

         24  area, has indicated her support, and I believe one

         25  of the people testifying has a letter from
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          2  Assemblywoman Clark indicating her support for the

          3  change.

          4                 The local residents and local

          5  businesses strongly support. Jamaica Avenue

          6  constitutes part of the Eastern border of New York

          7  City and Nassau County. Northern, or New York City

          8  side of the two-lane avenue is named Jamaica Avenue.

          9                 The southern or Nassau side of the

         10  avenue is named Jerricho Turnpike. This street has

         11  been a source of confusion to visitors of the area

         12  for many years, and it has become because of a

         13  simple bureaucratic foul-up.

         14                 Legally the avenue should carry the

         15  same name on both of its sides.

         16                 I want to stress that a number of

         17  businesses have indicated that they've lost

         18  substantial revenue over the years because of the

         19  confusion of the two sides of the street.

         20                 Community Board 13 members even cited

         21  confusing street signage as a regular deterrent to

         22  travel in business in the area.

         23                 In one case particularly, the

         24  confusing signage, delayed emergency assistance for

         25  an emergency vehicle, for nearly 30 minutes. I urge
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          2  the Committee to promptly take up this legislation

          3  for a vote. As I mentioned, it has a very long

          4  gestation period, but at this point it's very, very

          5  strong overwhelming support by everyone in the area.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

          7  much.

          8                 We are going to jump back to 613

          9  because Brian O'Dwyer is here. We're going to allow

         10  him to testify. And we're going to need to, I may

         11  need to stop you in the middle, Mr. O'Dwyer, because

         12  Committee members will be coming back, you're going

         13  to be next door, because we have one more vote on a

         14  resolution.

         15                 So, if you just bear with me, and

         16  those that are here with me to testify on 304 will

         17  get right back to you. So, Mr. O'Dwyer.

         18                 MR. O'DWYER: Thank you, Council

         19  Member Foster, members of the City Council. First of

         20  all, before I start my testimony, I wanted to thank

         21  in particular Councilman Eric Gioia who was the

         22  sponsor of this bill, who has always been a champion

         23  of the Irish community, and has always been a great

         24  friend of the Emerald Isle.

         25                 Members of the City Council, I speak
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          2  today in support of the renaming of a street in

          3  Woodside, to honor my friend and colleague Frank

          4  Carvill.

          5                 Not too many weeks ago the members of

          6  this Council at Irish Heritage Day established a new

          7  prize for the Irish American who best exemplified

          8  service to country and to the community, and that

          9  was named the Frank Carvill Award.

         10                 This is another instance of a

         11  well-deserved honor in memory of Frank Carvill.

         12  Frank was my friend, but more importantly, he was a

         13  friend to all those in need and all those who were

         14  oppressed.

         15                 During his life, Frank served in any

         16  number of incredible ways. As a member of the Brahon

         17  Law Society, the Ancient Order Hibernians, Vice

         18  President of the County Imoss Society (phonetic),

         19  and for us, as Treasurer and a Founder of both the

         20  Emerald Isle Immigration Center, and the Irish

         21  Immigration Reform Movement.

         22                 Frank's work in our community was

         23  legendary.

         24                 As a person, his quiet demeanor and

         25  knowing smile was part of the incredible work that
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          2  he did for all of us.

          3                 Loyalty and giving were common

          4  threads in the life of Frank. Frank died on the day

          5  that he was scheduled to return home on leave. He

          6  died because he stayed so another man could go in

          7  his place.

          8                 We will always remember Frank for the

          9  way he treated people for his ability and desire to

         10  make others feel good, for his chivalry and

         11  civility, for his honest good humor, his inability

         12  to say no, either the great causes or modest

         13  friends.

         14                 Frank was a true citizen of the

         15  Woodside Community, although he did not live there.

         16  The work that he did in Woodside and around the

         17  Borough of Queens and indeed the whole City of New

         18  York, provided soccer and help to thousands and

         19  thousands of immigrants, Irish and many of them not.

         20                 As part of the work of the Emerald

         21  Isle Immigration Center, no one has ever been turned

         22  away from our door, whether they be Irish, Latino,

         23  from East Asia or wherever.

         24                 It was in that spirit of giving that

         25  Frank lived, and it was in that spirit of giving
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          2  that Frank died, in service to his country.

          3                 By doing this, by renaming this

          4  street, you honor Frank, not for his death, but for

          5  his life, and on behalf of the entire Irish American

          6  community that knew Frank and loved him as a friend,

          7  colleague and brother. I thank you for your work

          8  today. Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         10  much for taking the time and as I mentioned, when

         11  Mr. Crowley and Ms. Levy testified, thank you. And

         12  please extend our condolences to his family.

         13                 MR. O'DWYER: Thank you, Council

         14  member.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: We've been joined

         16  by Council Member Gallagher. We're keeping the vote

         17  open. Thank you for coming back. There's a

         18  resolution that needs to be voted out because it's

         19  for National Playground Week and we don't have

         20  another Committee meeting before the week. So,

         21  that's why I'm calling people, and we're going to

         22  get Gale Brewer so we can do that vote.

         23                 But in the interim, I'm going to

         24  start with those that are here to testify on 304,

         25  understanding that once we get everyone I might have
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          2  to stop you so that we can do the vote, and then we

          3  can start.

          4                 We have Steve Schuh, Angela

          5  Augugliaro. Rick Duskiewicz and James Trent, I got

          6  that one. You can all have a seat. Council Member

          7  Brewer is here, which is great, so we'll do the vote

          8  before you testify, but you can have a seat and get

          9  started. Thank you. And we've been joined by Council

         10  Member Gale Brewer, who is giving us our quorum.

         11  Thank you, Gale.

         12                 Resolution 656, Council Member

         13  Foster.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be --

         19  I'm only kidding. Aye. Aye. Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

          3  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          4  abstentions, the resolution is adopted.

          5                 Council members, please sign the

          6  Committee reports.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you, all. I

          8  know that most of you are next door, so thank you.

          9                 And now we will hear testimony. You

         10  can just say your name for the record and start in

         11  whatever order you feel you'd like.

         12                 MR. TRENT: Good afternoon. My name is

         13  James Trent. I am Vice President of the Joint

         14  Bellrose Business District Development Corporation.

         15                 We are located at the eastern end of

         16  Queens County and cover the communities of Bellrose

         17  Terrace, which is an unincorporated Village within

         18  Hempstead, Bellrose Village, which is incorporated

         19  within Hempstead, and Bellrose Manor, which is part

         20  of the City of New York.

         21                 All three Bellrose communities share

         22  the same commercial strip. It is called Jamaica

         23  Avenue on the north side and Jerricho Turnpike on

         24  the South side. Our corporation has been in

         25  operation for eight years, our programs for
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          2  improving the commercial section of Bellrose have

          3  been varied. They've included aesthetic improvements

          4  and promotional efforts.

          5                 However, right from the start,

          6  merchants have indicated that the fact that the main

          7  commercial strip has been assigned two street names,

          8  has confused shoppers and made finding stores along

          9  the avenue difficult, we have been asked to make

         10  this issue our top priority.

         11                 Ours is the only street in the State

         12  of New York that has been cursed with this problem.

         13                 For many years, at least since the

         14  middle of the 19th century, our main boulevard had

         15  been known as Jerricho Turnpike, even after the

         16  unification of the City in 1898, this street

         17  remained Jerricho Turnpike. In fact, even after

         18  Nassau County seceded from Queens County in 1899,

         19  this street remained named Jerricho Turnpike. But

         20  for some reason in 1920, the City of New York

         21  decided to rename the north side of the street

         22  Jamaica Avenue. The south side of the street which

         23  is in Nassau County remained Jerricho Turnpike.

         24                 We have a melange of street signs

         25  erected by both the Town of Hempstead and the City

                                                            21

          1  PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  of New York that seemed to contradict each other by

          3  listing the two different names.

          4                 Not only have shoppers have

          5  difficulty in finding our stores, but emergency

          6  personnel have been delayed and responding to calls

          7  because of this problem.

          8                 We are pleading with the City Council

          9  for once and for all end this inequity by restoring

         10  the historic name Jerricho Turnpike, from the Cross

         11  Island Parkway east to the City line at 257th

         12  Street.

         13                 While most street name changes that

         14  come before this Council are honorific, this request

         15  is unique because it is important for the improved

         16  economic viability and safety of our community.

         17                 On behalf of the hundreds of

         18  businesses affected by this problem, we hope that

         19  you will be able to expedite this name change.

         20                 I also have a letter from Barbara

         21  Clark, who is an Assemblywoman representing the 33rd

         22  AD.

         23                 Dear Councilwoman Foster, I am

         24  writing to state that I have no objection to the

         25  renaming of the section of Jamaica Avenue that runs
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          2  from the Cross Island Parkway to 257th Street in

          3  Bellrose, Queens.

          4                 Basically the street is divided down

          5  the middle. The north side of the street is named

          6  Jamaica Avenue, and the south side of the street is

          7  named Jerricho Turnpike.

          8                 The dual name of the street often

          9  confuses those who traffic the area and makes it

         10  difficult for customers to locate stores in the

         11  vicinity.

         12                 As the Assemblymember who represents

         13  that region, I believe the renaming of that section,

         14  Jamaica Avenue, Jerricho Turnpike, will do much to

         15  alleviate that problem.

         16                 If I can provide you with any further

         17  information to aid in your deliberations, please

         18  feel free to call my district office at

         19  718-479-2333. Sincerely, Barbara M. Clark, member of

         20  Assembly.

         21                 MR. DUSKIEWICZ: Good afternoon. My

         22  name is Rick Duskiewicz. I'm the president of the

         23  Creedmoor Civic Association, which has serviced our

         24  sections of Bellrose and Bellrose Manor continuously

         25  since 1927. We represent more than 850 homeowners,
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          2  many of them original owners of these homes.

          3                 Over the years, our members have

          4  reported stories at our meetings of situations that

          5  have occurred because of the confusion that is

          6  caused by the difference in names of this one road.

          7                 Tales of lost visitors and

          8  misdirected relatives are unfortunately common.

          9                 I personally have been approached,

         10  both while I was stopped at a light, and walking

         11  along the strip and have been asked where either

         12  Jamaica Avenue or Jerricho Turnpike was.

         13                 While the look of confusion and

         14  embarrassment on their faces is amusing at first, it

         15  does get a little old after awhile.

         16                 The Creedmoor Civic Association

         17  members have discussed this issue at several

         18  meetings, and each and every time the votes were

         19  overwhelmingly in favor of renaming the stretch of

         20  road to Jerricho Turnpike.

         21                 Therefore, as a representative of

         22  more than 850 homeowners who are directly affected

         23  by this issue, I ask that the members of this

         24  Committee vote in favor of this legislation.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Excuse me for one

          3  minute. I need to call on Council Member Gallagher

          4  to record his vote.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 613, Council

          6  Member Gallagher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

          9  seven.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         11                 MS. AUGUGLIARO: Good afternoon. My

         12  name is Angela Augugliaro. I'm Executive Secretary

         13  of Community Board 13, and President of the Queens

         14  Colony Civic Association in Bellrose, Queens.

         15                 I also work on the south side of

         16  Jamaica Avenue, Jerricho Turnpike.

         17                 Richard Hellenbrecht, Chairperson of

         18  Community Board 13, is unable to appear today

         19  because he is out of town.

         20                 Therefore, I am representing

         21  Community Board 13, as well as my civic association.

         22  In a reaffirmation vote taken at its general meeting

         23  on February 23rd, 2004, the members of Community

         24  Board 13 voted in favor of changing the street, the

         25  name, the street name of the north side of Route 25,
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          2  between the Cross Island Parkway on the west, and

          3  257th Street on the East from Jamaica Avenue to

          4  Jerricho Turnpike, consistent with the south side of

          5  the street.

          6                 The dual name in this area creates a

          7  great deal of confusion for those who do not live in

          8  the area, but come into Bellrose to conduct business

          9  with the merchants along the business strip.  By

         10  using the single name of Jerricho Turnpike, this

         11  confusion will be eliminated.

         12                 The Queens Colony Civic Association

         13  represents over 700 families and we're bounded on

         14  the north side of this strip. Members of this

         15  association ask that you look favorably on this name

         16  change.

         17                 At our meeting in March 2004, our

         18  members voted unanimously in favor of this proposal.

         19  The request of the name change was due to the

         20  confusion created for shoppers unfamiliar with our

         21  area, even when they're given directions from where

         22  they're coming from.

         23                 This has an adverse effect on the

         24  businesses located along the business strip. The

         25  name change proposal was strongly supported by
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          2  merchants, as well as residents in this community,

          3  as you can see from the letters that have been

          4  handed out to you today.

          5                 Besides this civic association, our

          6  neighboring civic association have also endorsed

          7  this proposal.

          8                 I have lived in this community for

          9  over 27 years, and the fact that Bellrose, Queens

         10  and Bellrose Nassau have joined in a common goal to

         11  revitalize this district is something to celebrate.

         12                 Please allow this evolution to

         13  continue without further delay by voting in favor of

         14  this request for a singular name of Jerricho

         15  Turnpike.

         16                 Speaking as someone who has worked on

         17  the Nassau side of the business for 19 years, I ask

         18  also that you approve this name change.

         19                 I work for a chiropractor, the number

         20  of times that new patients call to ask where we are

         21  because of the dual name is amazing.

         22                 Even though I give detailed

         23  instructions as to where we are, if they're on the

         24  north side of the street and see Jamaica Avenue,

         25  they pass us by and end up in Floral Park, the next
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          2  town to the east, where the singular name of

          3  Jerricho Turnpike begins.

          4                 Those who are coming west along the

          5  business strip think they've passed our office when

          6  they see the name Jamaica Avenue, and start to head

          7  back to the east.

          8                 We also had an incident in October of

          9  2003 where a patient collapsed at our front door. It

         10  took 45 minutes for help to arrive because of this

         11  name confusion.

         12                 Fortunately, volunteer emergency

         13  personnel heard our call and came to our aid until

         14  an ambulance arrived. This confusion and long delay

         15  could have cost the young woman her life and

         16  fortunately it did not.

         17                 In closing, as a representative of

         18  Community Board 13, President of the Queens Colony

         19  Civic Association, and resident of Bellrose, I ask

         20  that you vote in favor of this name change.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 I also, if I may have a letter from

         23  one of the store owners on the turnpike.

         24                 "Dear Chairwoman Foster:

         25                 I understand that the Committee
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          2  chaired by Helen Foster, City Council Member, will

          3  hold public hearings at the above -- on the above

          4  subject. I own a card store at 245 25 Jamaica

          5  Avenue, Bellrose, New York, for the last 18 years. I

          6  wish I could join and express my views on the

          7  subject. I have seen many people coming to my store

          8  asking directions to reach a place where they

          9  actually are already standing. They can't figure out

         10  that just going across the street they will be on

         11  Jerricho Turnpike, because it is difficult to

         12  understand that the same road will have two

         13  different names.

         14                 My own suppliers also find difficulty

         15  knowing the address of the store, thereby delaying

         16  my deliveries. In view of the circumstances and

         17  public and storeowners hardship, I strongly feel

         18  that the name should be changed from Jamaica Avenue

         19  to Jerricho Turnpike, as suggested by the joint

         20  Bellrose Business District development corporation.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 S. Singh, Corner Cart Plus, in

         23  Bellrose."

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         25                 Mr. Trent, in your testimony you
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          2  mentioned for some reason in 1920 it was changed. Do

          3  we know the history behind that? The name change,

          4  that is.

          5                 MR. TRENT: I'm going to guess that

          6  what they were probably thinking is that one section

          7  was named Fulton Street, from Bellaire, all the way

          8  down, east through Jamaica. And then it abruptly

          9  changed to Jerricho Turnpike, because it was a toll

         10  road at that point.

         11                 They may have thought that it made

         12  sense to have all one names, so they renamed

         13  everything Jamaica Avenue.

         14                 That's supposition. But it really

         15  created new problems.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you. I was

         17  just wondering.

         18                 Council Member Weprin, anything? Any

         19  questions?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: No. Just that

         21  these three civic leaders are outstanding civic

         22  leaders, not only through my part of Queens, but

         23  really throughout the entire borough. They're all

         24  very active members of the Queens Civic Congress

         25  which represents every civic association in the
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          2  entire borough. They're clear leaders.

          3                 In the case of Jim Trent, he has

          4  voluntarily been chair of the Queens County Farm

          5  Museum which is in my district, a well respected

          6  institution, which has been supported by the City

          7  over the years, and all three of these civic leaders

          8  are really outstanding leaders, and when they

          9  testify so strongly on an issue, I take it very

         10  seriously.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         12                 Thank you very much for taking the

         13  time to testify.

         14                 Were you testifying? Yes?

         15                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I work for a

         16  realtor on Jamaica Avenue, and I'd just like to

         17  reiterate and testify that we have many customers

         18  who are confused by this, and quite often they're

         19  lost to us forever. It's probably a particular

         20  problem for realtors.

         21                 So, I'd just like to reiterate and

         22  give my firsthand testimony to that. Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         24  much. I'm sure it must be confusing.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 Seeing that there is no other

          3  testimony, this meeting is adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 2:00 p.m.)
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 14th day of April 2005.
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                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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