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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Good morning. My

          3  name is Diana Reyna, and I am Chair of the Committee

          4  on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          5                 Before we begin, I would like to

          6  introduce the other members of this Committee who

          7  are present here today. Council Member Leroy Comrie,

          8  Council Member Dan Garodnick, who is in the back,

          9  Council Member Inez Dickens, Council Member Melinda

         10  Katz, Council Member Vinnie Gentile, Council Member

         11  Lew Fidler, Council Member Gale Brewer, and Council

         12  Member Joel Rivera was with us. He will be back

         13  shortly.

         14                 Today we have before us three

         15  candidates for our review. They are Nicholas

         16  LaPorte, a resident of Manhattan and a registered

         17  members of the Democratic Party, Mayoral

         18  reappointment, to the Civil Service Commission for

         19  the remainder of a six-year term, expiring on March

         20  21st, 2013.

         21                 Next candidate, James F. Donlon, a

         22  resident of Staten Island, Council redesignee to the

         23  Civilian Complaint Review Board for the remainder of

         24  a three-year term expiring on July 4th, 2010.

         25                 And the last candidate, Anthony
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          2  Sumpter, a resident of Brooklyn, Council

          3  recommendation to the Youth Board for an undefined

          4  term.

          5                 We will begin with Mr. LaPorte for

          6  the Civil Service Commission.

          7                 The Commission consists of five

          8  members, of not more than three being from the same

          9  political party. The Mayor, from a list provided by

         10  the screening committee makes the appointment,

         11  members have a six-year term and are reimbursed on a

         12  per diem basis of $387.17 for the Chair, and $355.50

         13  for the other members for attendance at scheduled

         14  meetings.

         15                 The Commission's duty include hearing

         16  and determining appeals from any aggrieved person

         17  from a decision by the Commissioner of the

         18  Department of Citywide Administrative Services, who

         19  is responsible for Citywide Personnel matters.

         20                 The Commission may affirm, modify or

         21  reverse such a decision. The Commission also has all

         22  the powers and duties set forth in the State Civil

         23  Service Law.

         24                 The Commission, either on its own or

         25  at the request of the Mayor, Council or DCAS
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          2  Commissioner may conduct reviews or studies of the

          3  administration of personnel in the City, including

          4  the classification of titles.

          5                 Welcome, Mr. LaPorte.

          6                 Will you please raise your right hand

          7  and be sworn in by Counsel?

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Do you swear or

          9  affirm to tell the truth, the whole truth and

         10  nothing but the truth?

         11                 MR. LaPORTE: I do.

         12                 (Witness sworn.)

         13                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Mr. LaPorte, if

         14  you have a statement now is the time to read it into

         15  the record.

         16                 MR. LaPORTE: Yes, I would just like

         17  to thank the Council for affording me this

         18  opportunity to come before them to review for my

         19  reappointment. I am very pleased and proud to serve

         20  this City in this capacity. I've been doing it for

         21  the last four years. I have a long history in

         22  government and this is just another step in my

         23  commitment to working with the City and for the

         24  City, for the people of the City of New York, and

         25  I'm very pleased and proud and I want to thank the
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          2  Mayor for his confidence and reappointing me to this

          3  great position.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you very

          5  much, Mr. LaPorte. And I hope you will find yourself

          6  better in the next few weeks.

          7                 I understand you have an injury that

          8  you're trying to get through?

          9                 MR. LaPORTE: I'll be fine. Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Good.

         11                 Next we will go to the Civilian

         12  Complaint Review Board. The Civilian Complaint

         13  Review Board is independent from the City's Police

         14  Department and charged with the duty to investigate

         15  complaints of misconduct by police officers toward

         16  the public. Board members are required to reflect

         17  the City's diversity.

         18                 The Board consists of 13 members,

         19  five designated by the Council for appointment by

         20  the Mayor, five appointed by the Mayor and three

         21  appointed by the Police Commissioner, which are the

         22  only members who have law enforcement experience.

         23                 CCRB has a civilian staff responsible

         24  for conducting investigations of complaints received

         25  by the Board.
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          2                 CCRB jurisdiction is limited to

          3  complaints claiming excessive force, abuse of

          4  authority, discourtesy, or use of offensive

          5  language.

          6                 The Board operates in panels of at

          7  least three members. All CCRB members are eligible

          8  for compensation on a per diem basis. The current

          9  per diem rate is $291.

         10                 Welcome, Mr. Donlan. Will you please

         11  raise your right hand and be sworn in by Counsel.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Do you swear or

         13  affirm to tell the truth, the whole truth and

         14  nothing but the truth.

         15                 MR. DONLON: Yes, I do.

         16                 (Witness sworn.)

         17                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Donlon.

         19                 We've been joined by Council Member

         20  Mike McMahon.

         21                 If you have a statement, Mr. Donlon,

         22  I would love to hear it at this moment.

         23                 MR. DONLON: Thank you. Good morning.

         24  I'm pleased to be here in connection with my

         25  position as a Board member on the Civilian Complaint
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          2  Review Board. I have served for the past three

          3  years. I believe I have done my best to decide cases

          4  to be a Board member without any particular bias one

          5  way or the other. I've tried to be fair in all

          6  respects and I look forward to answering any

          7  questions that members may have. And I would be

          8  happy to serve an additional three years.

          9                 I am also proud to serve the

         10  Committee and hope to have a chance to continue.

         11  Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 We will have questions or comments at

         15  the end.

         16                 We will now go to the next

         17  appointment, to the Youth Board. The Youth Board

         18  serves as an advisory body to the Commissioner of

         19  the Department of Youth and Community Development

         20  with respect to the development of programs and

         21  policies relating to youth in the City.

         22                 The Board consists of 28 members,

         23  appointed by the Mayor, 14 of who are appointed upon

         24  recommendation of the Council.

         25                 The Board must be representative of
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          2  the community to include persons representing the

          3  areas of social services, health care, education,

          4  business industry and labor.

          5                 The Board meets quarterly and members

          6  serve without compensation.

          7                 Welcome, Mr. Sumpter. Will you please

          8  raise your right hand and be sworn in by Counsel.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Do you swear or

         10  affirm to tell the truth, the whole truth and

         11  nothing but the truth?

         12                 MR. SUMPTER: Yes, I do.

         13                 (Witness sworn.)

         14                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Mr. Sumpter, if

         15  you have a statement, at this time you may read it

         16  into the record.

         17                 MR. SUMPTER: Yes, I would like to

         18  thank everyone for inviting me here, City Council

         19  members, Mayor and Councilman Al Vann, who I had to

         20  be interviewed by in order for me to be a

         21  recommendation. I really appreciate his effort.

         22                 And, so, I live in Bedford

         23  Stuyvesant, a community in Brooklyn, and I give my

         24  whole life to the adolescents for youth development

         25  in that community, and Citywide, if I can help in
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          2  all areas. And that's why I want to do more

          3  concerning the area of youth development, and that's

          4  why I'm here. And thank you once again.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Sumpter.

          7                 Do I have any members of this

          8  Committee with the interest of asking questions?

          9                 We are joined by Council Member Erik

         10  Martin Dilan of Brooklyn.

         11                 Yes, statements are allowed.

         12                 Gale Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Oh, good.

         14                 I'm Gale Brewer, and I'm here to

         15  support, I'm sure it's not an issue, but to support

         16  Nick LaPorte, who is a constituent and a friend, I

         17  think not just of me but of many others, and to say

         18  that we've known him for a long time and I'm sure

         19  that his wise counsel on the Civil Service

         20  Commission will continue to be appreciated and that

         21  I know he and his family are long-time Staten

         22  Islanders and West Siders, and understand the needs

         23  of the City and the men and women who work so hard

         24  for this City and who deserve good listening board

         25  when issues arise. So, I just want to say that I'm
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          2  delighted that he is being reappointed and I look

          3  forward to continue to work for him.

          4                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Absolutely,

          6  Council Member Brewer. Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Lew Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

          9                 I actually have questions for two of

         10  the nominees.

         11                 Mr. LaPorte, I'm just kind of

         12  curious. The Council report indicates that you're

         13  not registered to vote at your current address;

         14  could you clarify that for us?

         15                 MR. LaPORTE: I am in the middle of a

         16  divorce, and when I registered to vote it was out of

         17  118 Riverside Drive, which is my marital address. I

         18  moved temporarily to a new address on 88th Street

         19  and Broadway and I did not register to vote from

         20  that address. I am now in a permanent residence and

         21  I will be registering from there.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Is that also

         23  why you -- I mean, it indicates you haven't voted in

         24  a couple of years, so I'm just kind of curious.

         25                 MR. La PORTE: I voted in the last

                                                            13

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  election, November, what was the gubernatorial

          3  election. I voted I believe in that election, out of

          4  my Riverside Drive address, which I still owned at

          5  that time.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Okay, just,

          7  you know, someone committed to public service --

          8                 MR. LaPORTE: I'm very committed to

          9  public service.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I always check

         11  the voting records and it seemed a little puzzling

         12  to me.

         13                 MR. LaPORTE: It's just because I was

         14  in a transition.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Okay, that's

         16  fair. That's fair.

         17                 Mr. Sumpter, I'm very pleased to see

         18  your interest in joining the Youth Board, as

         19  Chairman of the Youth Services Committee. It's

         20  always nice to see someone who gives their time to

         21  help youth and I see you seem particularly attuned

         22  to youth homelessness, which is something that I

         23  certainly talk to my colleagues here about ad

         24  nauseam.

         25                 I'm interested in knowing a little
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          2  bit more about the youth group that you are involved

          3  with, OATH, which receives no City, State or federal

          4  funding, could you tell me what you do in that

          5  program and how you do it and how many youth you

          6  serve?

          7                 MR. SUMPTER: Well, at this time, OATH

          8  means Optimal Achievers Take Hold. I give a format

          9  for adolescents to give them youth development to

         10  make themselves better and their families. So, what

         11  I did was I started my own non-profit organization,

         12  which I joined a lot of other organizations,

         13  particularly the Community Board 3, I'm on a youth

         14  committee there also. But I found out that that

         15  wasn't enough, that I needed to help the children in

         16  the community. So, I started my own non-profit

         17  organization.

         18                 I have a website, which I have no

         19  funds, this is coming out of my own pocket and

         20  donations. You go on the website, nobody knows who

         21  you are, you fill out an application and I have

         22  Board members, I have eight Board members, and each

         23  one is particularly diverse in other areas. They

         24  could be social work, financial or whatever the case

         25  may be.
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          2                 Once the person fills out, when they

          3  fill out the form or application, then it goes,

          4  e-mails to one of the workers, or one of the Board

          5  members, or myself, and we respond through

          6  democracy, to get them through the help that they

          7  need, can be homelessness, youth violence,

          8  delinquency in school and whatever the case may be.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: How many youth

         10  have you served through this website.

         11                 MR. SUMPTER: It continuously goes,

         12  it's an ongoing period. On my website, once you

         13  enter to the website, the bottom of the first page,

         14  you can see how many people come on. So, it varies.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And how many

         16  youth have you provided direct assistance for?

         17                 MR. SUMPTER: So far this year about

         18  60.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'm sorry?

         20                 MR. SUMPTER: About 60.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And, you know,

         22  websites are kind of international, so how do you

         23  help youth that are beyond your own community board

         24  area? Do you refer them? Do you reach out to them

         25  directly?

                                                            16

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 MR. SUMPTER: I can just say like

          3  right now, I have applications for clerical

          4  associate and secretary jobs for the City. Me and my

          5  board, we go out into the community and hand them

          6  out.

          7                 We do a diverse of different

          8  activities. We just don't focus on one activity,

          9  just homelessness itself.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: All right.

         11  Thank you for your answers, and I hope that we can

         12  continue to work with you on, particularly the issue

         13  of youth homelessness. I saw that you were aware of

         14  the number of young people who are living without a

         15  home in Brooklyn. I think you cited numbers 414 that

         16  were about to get a homeless youth count in the

         17  City, it's just been completed, and we're going to

         18  get that data, I suspect the number is going to be

         19  significantly higher than that. So, anyone who is

         20  helping keep that number down is certainly doing

         21  God's work, and I want to thank you for that, and

         22  I'm sure you'll be a very committed member of the

         23  youth board.

         24                 MR. SUMPTER: Yes, I appreciate it.

         25  Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Council Member

          3  Inez Dickens.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you so

          5  much, Madam Chair.

          6                 Good morning. Mr. LaPorte, the Civil

          7  Service Commission is known for its backlog, and I

          8  saw your answer to that, that you're working hard to

          9  reduce that.

         10                 Can you tell me presently what is the

         11  percentage of the backlog and what percentage has it

         12  been decreased by and how have you been able to

         13  accomplish that?

         14                 MR. LaPORTE: Okay, the backlog that

         15  we have traditionally had is from when an appeal has

         16  been received until the time that it's been

         17  adjudicated, and when I first came to the

         18  Commission, there were approximately 900 cases that

         19  were backlogged just to get before us, not even to

         20  get adjudicated, but to get before the Commission

         21  for an initial review. What we did as members of the

         22  Commission, each of us, because the staffing was not

         23  as strong as it is today, numbers weren't as good as

         24  they are today, we individually, the Commissioners

         25  themselves, took cases and did case reviews and did
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          2  summaries for all of those cases and moved them very

          3  quickly through the process so that we could make

          4  decisions as to whether we could schedule a hearing

          5  or just make a decision on the record.

          6                 That backlog is gone. I don't think

          7  there is any huge backlog at this point in time.

          8  There is only those things that are occurring. The

          9  other piece of the backlog is getting the decisions

         10  out. And at one time there were 90 cases that were

         11  backlogged in terms of decisions actually being

         12  rendered and sent to the appellants, and those have

         13  been wiped out. We have done that by hiring interns,

         14  legal interns who work with the Council in drafting

         15  our opinions and our decisions.

         16                 So that has been pretty much

         17  eliminated and I don't believe there has been any

         18  great backlog right now at the Civil Service

         19  Commission.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: That in

         21  itself requires a congratulations, because the

         22  Commission has been notorious in the past for its

         23  backlog.

         24                 MR. LaPORTE: We know that and have

         25  worked very hard to eliminate that.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Mr. Sumpter,

          3  I have a question. Are there any employees to your

          4  not-for-profit, or do the Board members address the

          5  issues of the youth?

          6                 MR. SUMPTER: No, everybody is

          7  volunteer at this present time, because I have no

          8  RFPs that I filled out due to me working for the

          9  City of New York. So, it really is all just for me

         10  to have a foundation. I have a 501(c), everything is

         11  already in place but at this present time, I'm not

         12  putting the full effort into that, because I have

         13  other areas I'm trying to be concerned with. But my

         14  total concern is the youth in the City of New York.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: And also you

         16  have addressed the needs or attempted to address the

         17  needs of approximately 60 youth in the last year; is

         18  that correct?

         19                 MR. SUMPTER: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: And was that

         21  done via the Internet, or do you have a site where

         22  the youth can actually come to?

         23                 MR. SUMPTER: What happened is,

         24  actually my organization is a referral service. I

         25  don't have the capacity for me to sit down with
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          2  individuals face-to-face. What I do is refer them to

          3  my expertise and my knowledge in social service

          4  along with the Board members and we direct them in

          5  their own situation.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: So the

          7  referral is actually done by the Internet?

          8                 MR. SUMPTER: Yes. And once they pull

          9  out the application, it goes immediately to my

         10  e-mail address, or the Board members, and we answer

         11  them within the 24 hour period.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: All right,

         13  that's great because there is a great need for our

         14  youth, particularly today, and emancipated youth,

         15  those who are emancipated and they're like 15 years

         16  old. So, I'm glad to see you're doing it. And it is

         17  to be commended.

         18                 MR. SUMPTER: Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you.

         20                 MR. SUMPTER: Now, the Youth Board

         21  also is notorious for lack of attendance; do you

         22  think that you will have the time to devote, knowing

         23  that you are working the job, as it is required, and

         24  you're trying to work with the youth with your

         25  not-for-profit; do you think that you will have the
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          2  time to devote to the Youth Board?

          3                 MR. SUMPTER: Yes. I believe that

          4  individuals that want to give their participation in

          5  any kind of City occupation, or any City Board

          6  member or any organization that you join, you

          7  shouldn't join without giving a hundred percent. And

          8  if you think you're going to be less than 100

          9  percent, you shouldn't give your time.

         10                 Yes, I do think I can do that.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: All right.

         12  Thank you so much, Mr. Sumpter, for your answers,

         13  and also to Mr. LaPorte.

         14                 And Mr. Donlon, I don't have any

         15  questions for you at this time.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 MR. SUMPTER: Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: I'd like to

         19  recognize, we have been joined by our Speaker

         20  Christine Quinn and Council Member Robert Jackson.

         21                 At this time I'm going to call for a

         22  roll call of the vote.

         23                 I'd like to thank the time of the

         24  three candidates here today for reappointment,

         25  Nicholas LaPorte, James Donlon, and a new appointee
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          2  to the Youth Board, Anthony Sumpter, for the service

          3  that you will be providing and have provided in the

          4  past in this great City. May it continue and

          5  flourish. We depend on your goodwill, fair judgment,

          6  to resolve a lot of the issues that so many New

          7  Yorkers will seek youth to do so.

          8                 Billy.

          9                 Oh, I'm sorry, Speaker Quinn. Would

         10  you like to say a few words?

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Sure. Thank you.

         12                 I just want to thank everyone who is

         13  here today for seeking this appointment. You know,

         14  sometimes when people tell me they've been appointed

         15  to a City Board I say congrats and condolences. But

         16  that's because it's very, very important work and

         17  it's often work that goes unsung and goes without

         18  the thanks that it deserves. I want to thank you all

         19  for having such a deep interest in your City that

         20  you are wanting to join the boards that you are here

         21  about today. And it's a long process, you have to

         22  disclose a lot of your personal background and

         23  income and disclosure forms and then you have to go

         24  out and really do a lot of work on behalf of the

         25  City. So, I want to thank you all so much for that.
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          2                 And in particular, I want to say how

          3  excited today I am that we're getting to vote on

          4  Nick LaPorte. He is somebody who is a member of the

          5  Council's family, somebody who did a lot in the late

          6  eighties and early nineties to transform the City

          7  Council into a really full legislative body after

          8  the Board of Estimate went out of business, and most

          9  of the work we're doing today around housing and

         10  buildings, no pun intended, but the infrastructure

         11  of staff and resources and research that's in place

         12  to allow us to do things today, all of that was

         13  created by Nick LaPorte. So, I wanted to say how

         14  great it is to get to vote in the affirmative on him

         15  today.

         16                 So, congratulations, Nick.

         17                 MR. LaPORTE: Thank you so much.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: And I want to say,

         19  Diana, no one is more committed chair than you, and

         20  you were not going to let this baby come until you

         21  got to appoint these people to these boards and

         22  that's the kind of dedication we're looking for.

         23                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Council Member

         25  Reyna.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Speaker Quinn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: I vote aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair. If I can just briefly congratulate all

         20  the honorees here, one, a son of Staten Island, if

         21  you will, one we welcome, Mr. Sumpter, for your

         22  service and in particular with regards to my friend

         23  James Donlon, who is seeking another term on the

         24  Civilian Complaint Review Board, I can personally

         25  attest to his fine character and the great work that
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          2  he has done, and as a Staten Island appointee, he

          3  has made us all very proud. So, I thank all of my

          4  colleagues for voting for him. I urge a yes vote on

          5  all three, and I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Gentile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: With

          8  congratulations to all, I vote aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Dickens.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS:

         11  Congratulations, again. And I vote aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Garodnick.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: By a vote of 12

         15  in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         16  abstentions, all items have been adopted.

         17                 Members, please sign the Committee

         18  reports. Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Billy.

         20                 And I'd like to thank Barbara Butler,

         21  our Counsel to this Committee, Chuck, Reggie, and I

         22  apologize, our new staff member Tyrone, who just

         23  became father.

         24                 Congratulations to our appointees

         25  once again, and this meeting is adjourned.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Council Member

          3  Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: The vote now

          6  stands at 13 in the affirmative.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 11:25 a.m.)
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 29th day of October 2007.
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                                   ---------------------

         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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