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REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION
Catherine Torres, Director and Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS, LIBRARIES AND INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS 

José M. Serrano – Chairperson
April 28, 2003 
RES. NO. 798:


By Council Member Nelson, Brewer, Clarke, Comrie, Davis, Felder, Fidler, Gerson, Jackson, Katz, Koppell, Lopez, Quinn, Recchia, Reed, Rivera, Sanders, Sears, Weprin and Yassky

SUBJECT:



Resolution commemorating May 6th, 2003, as Yom Hazikaron, a day of remembrance for the Israeli soldiers killed in the struggle for Israeli Independence. 
On Monday, April 28, 2003, the City Council’s Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member José M. Serrano, will conduct a hearing to consider Resolution No. 798, a resolution commemorating May 6, 2003 as Yom Hazikaron, a day of remembrance for the Israeli soldiers killed in the struggle for Israeli Independence.  A copy of the Resolution is attached. 

RESOLUTION NO. 798

Resolution No. 798 notes that the 24 hours preceding Israeli Independence Day is Yom Hazikaron, the day upon which Israel remembers the soldiers who died in pursuit of an independent Israeli homeland.  The Resolution would also note that the modern State of Israel is indebted to the soldiers who gave their lives in the struggle to build an Israeli nation.  Additionally, the Resolution would state that Yom Hazikaron enables the Israeli people and Jews from all over the world to remember the builders of the nation of Israel, which has served as a homeland for the Jewish people for over fifty years. 

Resolution No. 798 would note that Yom Hazikaron commences with the sound of sirens proclaiming a two-minute silence during which all activity ceases, and at sundown, the somber, reflective mood gives way to the celebration of Yom H’atzmaut, Israeli Independence Day.  The Resolution would also state that the State of Israel and the remembrance of those who helped make a Jewish homeland possible is of great significance to the City of New York, which is home to one of the largest populations of Jews in the world. 
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