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TITLE:
AN ACT to amend chapter 697 of the laws of 2004, amending the general          municipal law relating to certain disabilities incurred by members of the uniformed force of sanitation departments, in relation to the effectiveness of such chapter

BACKGROUND:

According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (“MIS”), this legislation would make Chapter 697 of the laws of 2004, which established a presumption with respect to heart disease which results in a disability in a member of the uniformed force of a paid sanitation department, retroactive to November 15, 2004 with respect to individuals who die in service.  Specifically, according to the MIS, the bill would establish that §207-r of the New York State General Municipal Law (“GML”), which establishes that sanitation workers suffering from disability or death due to heart disease sustained the impairment in the performance of their duties, would be effective on July 1, 2005 for individuals suffering a disability and would be retroactive to November 15, 2004 for individuals who die prior to July 1, 2005.  The MIS indicates that this bill would thus recognize the importance of the essential and risky work sanitation workers perform, and provide their families with protection in the event of a tragedy.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Section one of the legislation would amend §2 of Chapter 697 of the laws of 2004, by creating subdivision a, which would make the provisions relating to the death of a member covered under GML §207-r effective retroactively to November 15, 2004.  A new subdivision b would be created as well, which would make the provisions relating to a disability to a member covered under GML §207-r effective the first day of July succeeding the enactment of this legislation.  A new subdivision c would extend the expiration of §2 of Chapter 697 of the laws of 2004 to July 1, 2006.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Division Fiscal Impact Statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation would take effect immediately, and would be deemed to have been in full force and effect on and after November 15, 2004.
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