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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Good morning.

          3  My name is Madeline Provenzano, and I Chair the

          4  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          5                 Today the Committee will conduct a

          6  hearing on Intro. No. 741, a local law to amend the

          7  Administrative Code of the City of New York in

          8  relation to the creation of a temporary fuel-saving

          9  program.

         10                 In accordance with the provisions of

         11  the Housing Maintenance Code and the Multiple

         12  Dwelling Law, landlords are required to provide hot

         13  water every day to all tenants of multiple dwellings

         14  and to every tenant occupied one- or two-family

         15  dwelling between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and midnight

         16  at a constant minimum temperature of 120 degrees

         17  Fahrenheit.

         18                 According to the Energy Information

         19  Agency, Northeast consumers use an average of 641

         20  gallons of home heating oil a year. Already, home

         21  heating prices in New York City are up to $2.78 per

         22  gallon from $2.29 a year ago.

         23                 The Energy Information

         24  Administration, a statistical agency of the United

         25  States Department of Energy, projects home heating
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          2  oil prices will rise 32 percent in the winter

          3  season, which means that the cost would be 69 cents

          4  over last winter's average.

          5                 Prices are soaring this winter due to

          6  strong demand, hurricane-related supply

          7  interruptions and low inventory levels.

          8                 This local law shall take effect

          9  immediately after the date of its enactment, except

         10  that new section 27-2031.1, as added by this

         11  legislation, shall take effect on January 20th,

         12  2006, and have no further force or effect and will

         13  sunset on April 20th, 2006.

         14                 This is Councilwoman Chris Quinn's

         15  bill, the big movie star who was on Channel 7 last

         16  night. There's your face. Oh, I forgot what you

         17  said.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Brilliant

         19  things.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: I do not want

         21  any folks that are here today to think that we've

         22  ignored the model code. We will be voting on it

         23  today, and as soon as we have a quorum, we will do

         24  that.

         25                 I'm joined by Council Member Robert
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          2  Jackson, Council Member Tony Avella, Councilwoman

          3  Diana Reyna, and, of course, Councilwoman Chris

          4  Quinn, who will have a few comments on her bill.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. And

          6  I want to thank the Chair for hearing the bill

          7  today.

          8                 You know, there's a little bit of a

          9  funn -- not funny, but interesting route to this

         10  bill. On the Health Committee we have been and

         11  continue to try to come up with legislation that

         12  will help address the issue of scalding water, which

         13  the Council has done stuff on in the past, but the

         14  issue of people getting scolded in bath tubs and

         15  sinks when you're washing your baby still exists.

         16                 So, in our work around that, we were

         17  meeting with many of the different parties involved,

         18  which you know, there's one or two of involved with

         19  properties and real estate in the City of New York.

         20  And although we haven't come to a place where we've

         21  figured out exactly how to expand our anti-scolding

         22  initiatives, in the course of that conversation we

         23  began to discuss the realities of what is happening

         24  as it relates to fuel and oil prices this year and

         25  in general in the City, state and country.
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          2                 And that discussion led us to Intro.

          3  741, which is a bill that would create really a

          4  pilot for a few of the winter months in New York of

          5  taking the temperature that's required presently of

          6  120 degrees for water to be heated at, taking it

          7  down to 110.

          8                 And the reality, if you need water to

          9  come out of the spicket at 120, you need to actually

         10  warm it, if you're the property owner, much higher

         11  than that to make sure every apartment or unit gets

         12  water at that temperature.

         13                 And what we tried to do is figure out

         14  if there was a way to lower what the required

         15  temperature is, without causing water, when it comes

         16  out of your shower, to be cold. Because what we're

         17  trying to do is find a way we can cut the burden of

         18  fuel cost on the property owners, and tenants,

         19  because as we all know that gets passed along, in a

         20  way that doesn't reduce tenants' access to hot water

         21  that obviously everybody needs. And I think 741,

         22  though not the scalding legislation we were actually

         23  working on, is a good pilot initiative that could

         24  save owners and renters cost on fuel this year where

         25  they're really going to be, unfortunately, through
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          2  the roof and not see any reduction in the services

          3  that tenants deserve.

          4                 I want to thank the Chair for our

          5  first hearing on this, because we are growing very,

          6  very close to the winter months coming.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: So we

          8  shouldn't call it the scalding bill, okay.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: We had hoped it

         10  would do both, but then --

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Scold and --

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Exactly, right.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: We'll now

         14  take testimony. We have Joe Rosenberg from HPD.

         15  Welcome.

         16                 MR. ROSENBERG: Good morning, Chair

         17  Provenzano, and Council Members Quinn, Reyna, Avella

         18  and Jackson.

         19                 I'm Joe Rosenberg, I'm the Deputy

         20  Commissioner of Intergovernmental Relations for HPD,

         21  and with me, on my left, is Vito Mustaciuolo, who is

         22  the Associate Commissioner of Code Enforcement.

         23                 Before I talk about the bill, I just

         24  wanted to mention something. Vito is back from

         25  having spent two weeks with a lot of colleagues in
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          2  rural Mississippi working on looking at the

          3  stability of buildings that were damaged due to

          4  Hurricane Katrina and other storms in that area, so

          5  we're glad to have him back. So, it's nice that the

          6  Code Enforcement Unit, which is innovative and

          7  recognizes being remarkable in New York City also

          8  was able to do a lot of very good work while they

          9  were down there.

         10                 We are pleased to be here this

         11  morning to testify regarding Intro. 741. This

         12  legislation would allow building owners to lower the

         13  water temperature in any multiple dwelling or tenant

         14  occupied one- or two-family properties, from 120 to

         15  110 degrees Fahrenheit, between January 20th and

         16  April 20th of 2006.

         17                 Before commenting on the proposed

         18  legislation, let me briefly explain HPD's mechanism

         19  for enforcing hot water complaints.

         20                 After a call comes into 3-1-1, an

         21  inspector is called to an apartment to check water

         22  temperature.

         23                 Our inspectors are first instructed

         24  to check water temperature at the kitchen sink,

         25  because some buildings have legally installed
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          2  thermal shock protection devices in bath tubs and

          3  showers that limit the water temperature to 110

          4  degrees rather than the current 120 degrees.

          5                 The inspector will let the hot water

          6  run for a few minutes before they take the reading.

          7  The tenant requests that they take the water

          8  temperature in the bathroom, then the inspector will

          9  conduct a second reading.

         10                 If the water reading is below 120

         11  degrees, a violation"to provide hot water with all

         12  hot water fixtures," is reported.

         13                 Ultimately, if the water reading is

         14  above 130 degrees, a violation to abate the nuisance

         15  of scalding hot water is reported and an emergency

         16  repair order is written.

         17                 HPD has written 9,056 hot water

         18  violations during the past year, a fraction of which

         19  are for excessive hot water.

         20                 Intro. 741 would bring the City's

         21  Administrative Code in line with the National

         22  Plumbing Facilities and Fixture Code which requires

         23  hot water temperatures be maintained at 110 degrees

         24  for every sink, laboratory, bathroom, shower and

         25  laundry facility.
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          2                 In addition to saving energy, it is

          3  quite possible that by lowering the minimum constant

          4  hot water temperature by ten degrees, there will

          5  also be a decrease in the number of scalding

          6  incidents occurring from exposure to superheated tap

          7  water.

          8                 Research indicates that scalding,

          9  especially among the very young and the very old,

         10  occurs when water temperature reach 120 degrees.

         11                 Therefore, HPD and this

         12  Administration supports not only the possibility of

         13  the fuel savings aspect of the legislation, but also

         14  the health anti-scalding aspects as well.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you,

         17  Joe.

         18                 I have a question. This relates not

         19  only to multiple dwellings but to one- and

         20  two-family homes. So, how does an owner of a

         21  two-family home go about checking this out?

         22                 Vito, I guess you're on.

         23                 ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER MUSTACIUOLO:

         24  Yes.

         25                 As you indicated, this applies to one
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          2  or two --

          3                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Just identify

          4  yourself for the record.

          5                 ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER MUSTACIUOLO:

          6  I'm sorry.

          7                 Thank you. My name is Vito

          8  Mustaciuolo, Associate Commissioner for Enforcement

          9  Services.

         10                 As you indicated, the law applies not

         11  only to multiple dwellings but also to

         12  tenant-occupied private dwellings.

         13                 When you say how does a landlord go

         14  about checking it out, I mean they can buy a

         15  thermometer and test the water temperatures

         16  themselves. They should also -- I would refer to the

         17  contractor that performs maintenance on the boilers,

         18  and I think it's prudent for any homeowner, whether

         19  they have a multiple dwelling or private dwelling to

         20  have the boilers serviced annually, especially

         21  before heat season, and when they service it for

         22  operation for providing heat, they should also check

         23  it for hot water.

         24                 I mean, there are valves on the

         25  boilers that can be monitored and maintained.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: But would the

          3  valve on the boiler be set at 110? Or that doesn't

          4  --

          5                 ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER MUSTACIUOLO:

          6  Well, again, for a private dwelling where there is

          7  not much consumption, not much use, then 110 would

          8  be an adequate setting in a private dwelling.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay, because

         10  these are the kinds of calls my district is going to

         11  get.

         12                 ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER MUSTACIUOLO:

         13  Right. Obviously in a larger multiple dwelling,

         14  where it is more usage, where it has to travel up to

         15  perhaps the fifth or sixth floors, then different

         16  temperature settings are required at the boiler

         17  level.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Questions?

         19  Chris.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. I

         21  can't remember which is on and off.

         22                 One of the things I just wanted to

         23  add, one, I want to thank HPD for their testimony

         24  and support of the bill, and the other thing I

         25  wanted to just kind of add to the record is, you
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          2  know, as I said, this bill, the fuel savings part of

          3  it came out of discussions about the scalding. And

          4  within the medical community had been trying to

          5  figure out the best way to expand anti-scalding

          6  initiatives. Some folks have thought taking it to

          7  110 would do what we needed to do, other people

          8  don't think so, that we think we need to go further.

          9  So, one of the things I want to do as a follow-up to

         10  this legislatively is ask both HHC and greater New

         11  York Hospital Association if they would help us and

         12  if the Administration could carry this back, do some

         13  type of, assuming this bill becomes law, monitoring

         14  of it to see if taking it to -- if we see less

         15  emergency room visits relating to scalding

         16  incidents, then we'll know that this was effective.

         17  And it isn't that I think folks in the medical

         18  community are giving us a hard time or anything, I

         19  just want to make sure whatever we do is correct.

         20                 So, I hope and think this will do a

         21  great deal, both for fuel savings and scalding, but

         22  to make sure, because there has been disagreement in

         23  the medical community, and although I like to play a

         24  doctor at City Hall, I'm not really one, I'm going

         25  to ask the hospitals to monitor so they could get
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          2  back with info and then hopefully we will have done

          3  two helpful things.

          4                 I want to thank again HPD for

          5  testifying. I want to thank the Chair and her staff

          6  for working with us, you know, on this bill in kind

          7  of a rushed way because of the winter months coming,

          8  and just say that I know we have some testimony

          9  today from RSA and CHP, neither of whom could be

         10  here because of scheduling conflicts, but are in

         11  support of the legislation, and that my office has

         12  been talking to other tenant organizations to get

         13  their feedback as well --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Right.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Who we will

         16  have for the second hearing.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: And they'll

         18  be put in as testimony.

         19                 RJ? I mean Councilman Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: RJ is good.

         21                 Good morning, everyone. My questions

         22  concerning this particular Intro is the temperature

         23  now under the law is what for hot water, 120

         24  degrees?

         25                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ROSENBERG: That's
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          2  correct, yes. 120.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: And how was

          4  that determination reached, and how long has that

          5  been in place, as far was it because of health

          6  reasons why it had to be at 120 degrees or what? I'm

          7  trying to understand it, because I don't know why

          8  the law is 120 degrees currently.

          9                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ROSENBERG: We're

         10  not sure as to what the legislative history is of

         11  120 degrees. I think it's been a very long time.

         12  That's something that perhaps we can look at or your

         13  staff might as well, but we can talk to --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: And the

         15  impact of lowering the temperature of hot water to

         16  110 degrees, is there any negative impact as far as

         17  lowering the water to 110 degrees versus 120

         18  degrees?

         19                 I've read in the material the

         20  economic positive impact that it would have, as far

         21  as the possibility of children --

         22                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ROSENBERG: We're

         23  not aware of any, but the sponsor of the bill,

         24  Council Member Quinn, mentioned that, you know,

         25  talking to HHC and Greater New York Hospitals
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          2  Association, I think that perhaps it would be good

          3  if the Department of Health were at the table as

          4  well to comment about that concern.

          5                 We're not aware of any from the HPD

          6  perspective, and it seems as though there's broad

          7  support for this legislation. But in terms of

          8  looking at some of the specifics, certainly I think

          9  it would be appropriate if DOH were to look at this,

         10  and I understand that they are looking at this bill

         11  also.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I just wanted

         13  to add, the Council to the Health Committee, who has

         14  worked on this bill as well, is also meeting with

         15  DOH and we can, you know, give the Chair and the

         16  other members of the Committee any feedback we get

         17  from them. We, of course, wanted to check with them

         18  on issues that aren't so much HPD issues, like does

         19  this allow any particular type of bacteria to grow,

         20  or anything like that in that ten degrees. So, at

         21  the moment it looks like you're going to end up with

         22  a go-ahead from DOH but they are still doing

         23  research and we'll let everyone know as soon as

         24  that's finished.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Let me try to
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          2  understand what the bottom line is. Why is HPD

          3  recommending that we move forward with this

          4  legislation? What's the bottom line?

          5                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ROSENBERG: Well,

          6  the bottom line is that we believe basically that

          7  this is an important anti-scalding bill.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Okay.

          9                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ROSENBERG: From

         10  our perspective it's a health issue. We were invited

         11  to testify by the Council, certainly other agencies

         12  could have been invited, as well, we were invited,

         13  and from our perspective, anti-scalding is certainly

         14  a laudable objective. That's what this bill would

         15  do.

         16                 It seems from our perspective that

         17  the lowering of the temperature is not a problem

         18  from the housing perspective, so we felt that this

         19  was really an excellent initiative.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         21  Madam Chair.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you.

         23                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ROSENBERG: Thank

         24  you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: There is no
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          2  more testimony on this bill. We have testimony here.

          3  We have CHP's testimony.

          4                 You know what? I'll start my thing on

          5  the model code, and then maybe by the time I'm

          6  finished they'll get here, okay?

          7                 Proposed Intro. 478-A, a local law to

          8  amend the Administrative Code of the City of New

          9  York, in relation to enacting the New York City

         10  Plumbing Codes, based on the 2003 edition of the

         11  International Plumbing Code, published by the

         12  International Code Council, enacting administrative

         13  provisions, applicable to such New York City

         14  Plumbing Code and to such other codes as may

         15  hereafter be enacted by the City based on 2003

         16  editions of the International Building Code. The

         17  International Fuel Gas Code, the International

         18  Mechanical Code, and the International Residential

         19  Code.

         20                 This is the fourth Committee hearing

         21  that has been held on this legislation. Proposed

         22  Intro. No. 478-A would create a new plumbing code

         23  for New York City and adopt many of the

         24  administrative provisions of the Building Code that

         25  relate to operations at the Department of Buildings
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          2  for permitting, licensing and the payment of various

          3  fees.

          4                 Proposed Intro. No. 478-A sets in

          5  motion a process for the adoption of the 2003

          6  editions of the International Building Code, the

          7  International Fuel Gas Code, the International

          8  Mechanical Code, and the International Residential

          9  Code, with modifications for the City of New York as

         10  the basis of a new Building Code applicable within

         11  the City.

         12                 The bill would require Department of

         13  Buildings to submit modifications to these

         14  international codes before the new Building Code

         15  would take effect.

         16                 Proposed Intro. No. 478-A permit the

         17  new code to be revised every three years to ensure

         18  that New York City remains in synchronization with

         19  the latest national codes and standards.

         20                 By way of review, the current efforts

         21  of the Administration to revise and update the

         22  City's Building Code is known as the Model Code

         23  Program.

         24                 Building Codes provide for minimum

         25  standards for the construction of buildings in order
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          2  to protect the health, safety and welfare of the

          3  public.

          4                 The Model Code Program is organized

          5  and managed by the Department of Buildings, and is

          6  comprised of over 400 volunteers who do serve on

          7  various building and electrical code committees.

          8                 The A version before this Committee

          9  was derived as a result of a collaborate effort to

         10  derive the best Building Code for our City.

         11                 The effective data of the new code is

         12  created based on this legislation will be July 1st,

         13  2007, with a one-year phase-in period.

         14                 During our previous hearings on this

         15  legislation the Committee on Housing and Buildings

         16  has heard testimony from Patricia Lancaster,

         17  Commissioner of Buildings, and representatives of

         18  Model Code organizations, architects, engineers,

         19  fire and safety professionals, labor, and the real

         20  estate industry and other persons interested in this

         21  issue.

         22                 Again, I wish to thank all of those

         23  individuals and organizations that have participated

         24  in this legislative process.

         25                 Also, under consideration today and
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          2  related to this legislation is Reso No. 1223. Reso

          3  No. 1223 is a resolution determining that proposed

          4  Intro. No. 478-A, a local law to amend the

          5  Administrative Code of the City of New York, in

          6  relation to enacting a New York City Plumbing Code,

          7  based on the 2003 edition of the International

          8  Plumbing Code published by the International Code

          9  Council and enacting Administrative positions

         10  applicable to such New York City Plumbing Code, and

         11  to such other codes as may hereafter be enacted by

         12  the City, based on the 2003 editions of the

         13  International Fuel Code, the International Fuel Gas

         14  Code, the International Mechanical Code, and the

         15  International Residential Code, I should know this

         16  in my sleep, will not have a significant adverse

         17  impact on the environment.

         18                 The enactment of proposed number

         19  478-A is considered to be an action subject to the

         20  New York State Environmental Quality Review Act and

         21  the City Environmental Quality Review Procedure

         22  which require an analysis of the environmental

         23  impacts of the legislation.

         24                 One possible outcome of the

         25  environmental analysis is a determination that the
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          2  proposed action will not have a significant adverse

          3  environmental impact warranting the issuance of a

          4  negative declaration.

          5                 Such an environmental analysis was

          6  performed regarding the enactment of proposed Intro.

          7  No. 478-A, and it was determined that the issuance

          8  of a negative declaration was in fact an appropriate

          9  outcome.

         10                 That's a good thing, even know it

         11  doesn't sound like it is.

         12                 Reso No. 1223 is the mechanism by

         13  which the Council adopts that negative declaration.

         14                 We will now call for a vote when

         15  everybody gets here. He is the hero of the day,

         16  Marzio. We're glad you're here. And Phyllis, our

         17  legal person, and Helen, she's our environmental

         18  SEQRA person. Now all we need is Council Members to

         19  vote. Has the message been sent? And they're still

         20  in Land Use.

         21                 We've been joined by Council Member

         22  Letitia James and Council Member Lew Fidler.

         23                 Since we have six, I think we could

         24  actually vote and then we will keep the vote open.

         25                 Is the guy that takes the vote here?
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          2                 MS. NASSER: No. I'm going to do it.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay.

          4                 MS. NASSER: For the members that just

          5  arrived, we're actually going to enter everyone.

          6  We're going to conduct the vote on Reso No. 1223

          7  first. That is actually the reso embodying the

          8  negative declaration that proposed Intro. 478-A will

          9  not have a significant adverse environmental impact

         10  and will accept the issuance of a negative

         11  declaration. We're going to do that vote first, then

         12  followed by what will be.

         13                 So, we'll vote with regards to Reso

         14  No. 1223. Council Member Provenzano.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

         16                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

         18                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes.

         20                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         22                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         24                 MS. NASSER: Council Member James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Yes.
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          2                 MS. NASSER: And now with that

          3  acceptance we can move on to the vote on proposed

          4  Intro. 478-A.

          5                 Council Member Provenzano, how do you

          6  vote?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: I vote yes

          8  with pleasure, and exhaustion and thanks giving,

          9  and, well, I'll add some more comments after the

         10  vote.

         11                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes. And I just

         13  want to commend Council Member Provenzano for a

         14  fabulous job. She put her part in history, as far as

         15  the City of New York is concerned, and we appreciate

         16  it, Maddie.

         17                 I vote yes.

         18                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Let me just

         20  add to that. Madeline, you will be missed. You will

         21  definitely be missed and it is about time and I'm

         22  happy to say yes.

         23                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Ditto, yes.

         25                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

          3  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

          6                 First of all, I'd like to thank you

          7  for your patience and your professionalism in

          8  dealing with this particular issue.

          9                 This has been a very sensitive issue

         10  in many areas of the City of New York, especially

         11  unions and construction contractors and plumbers and

         12  what have you and so forth. And over the hearing

         13  process, hundreds of individuals came out to rally

         14  one way or the other in support and against the

         15  previous drafts of the bill.

         16                 I do think, though, that everyone

         17  agreed that the Housing Code currently in place was

         18  not in the best interests of the City of New York

         19  and that a new Building Code was necessary in order

         20  to protect the people of New York City to

         21  realistically understand that this is 2005 and not

         22  1945.

         23                 And, so, I am glad that you're here

         24  today before the end of our legislative session,

         25  passing this bill into law, and I congratulate you
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          2  for your steadfastness as a chair and shuffling this

          3  bill through the processes in which you have. And I

          4  want to wish you the best of luck in leaving the

          5  Council and whatever you do in your future, you and

          6  your family, the best, and I vote aye.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you.

          9                 MS. NASSER: Council Member James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Chair,

         11  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

         13                 In the past, as you know, Madam

         14  Chair, you and I have had our little differences --

         15                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: No.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Yes. But today

         17  I am sort of confused about this International Code,

         18  I'm going to vote yes because of you, because you

         19  have indicated to me that it is going to provide the

         20  highest quality code, highest standard, highest

         21  product and services for all concerned, and because

         22  of that and because of your leadership, despite our

         23  differences, and I hope that you can leave this

         24  Council on accord that we are friends, and I have

         25  nothing but the highest respect for you.
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          2                 I vote yes.

          3                 MS. NASSER: Okay. And with that, Reso

          4  No. 1223 has passed, and proposed Intro. 478-A is

          5  adopted, and we're going to lay over Intro. 741.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: I would just

          7  like to thank all of you for your kind remarks, and

          8  I hope that you all realize you're, as Council

          9  Member Reyna said, a part of history. This is

         10  landmark legislation, and this Committee is to be

         11  commended on all the work that went into it. It was

         12  a long process, and I can only hope that I know all

         13  of you will be around for the second half of it, and

         14  hopefully that will be guided through maybe a little

         15  more, a little quicker, but I'm really, really happy

         16  to be at this point where we're passed it.

         17                 I was a little disappointed it, but

         18  actually Luis called me yesterday and made me feel

         19  better. I said I would have liked to have had the

         20  whole thing done by the time I left, but he said

         21  this is the most important part and this kind of

         22  sets the tone for the second half.

         23                 So, again, I really thank all of you.

         24  I know it was tough for a lot of you, but it's a job

         25  well done.
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          2                 Thank you. And we're going to leave

          3  the vote open. And now you guys can go to Land Use

          4  or back to Brooklyn.

          5                 MS. NASSER: Reso 1223. Council Member

          6  Comrie, on the Environmental Assessment.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I vote aye on

          8  the Environmental Assessment, Reso 1223.

          9                 MS. NASSER: And how do you vote on

         10  proposed Intro. 478-A.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I happily vote

         12  aye on it and want to congratulate the Chair and all

         13  of the people that worked so hard to get us to a

         14  point where we could be in agreement on something

         15  that's so important to ensure housing is maintained,

         16  that the Building Department will have the ability

         17  to be a more efficient agency. I vote aye.

         18                 MS. NASSER: Thank you very much. The

         19  vote counts for both stand at seven in the

         20  affirmative.

         21                 Council Member Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye.

         23                 MS. NASSER: And Council Member,

         24  proposed Intro. 478-A, how do you vote? That's the

         25  Model Code.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER:

          3  Congratulations. I vote aye. Congratulations to the

          4  Chairperson and to the entire staff for putting

          5  together a comprehensive bill that satisfies almost

          6  everyone's concern. It's a yeoperson's effort. I

          7  vote aye.

          8                 MS. NASSER: Thank you very much. The

          9  vote stands at eight in the affirmative, no

         10  negatives, no abstentions.

         11                 Council Member Katz, how do you vote

         12  on Reso No. 1223?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye on

         14  the resolution.

         15                 MS. NASSER: And proposed Intro. No.

         16  478-A, Council Member Katz, how do you vote?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on the

         18  Intro.

         19                 MS. NASSER: Good. Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 The vote stands at nine in the

         22  affirmative, no negatives and no abstentions, and

         23  the hearing will now be closed.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 MS. NASSER: Thank you very much. I

          4  appreciate it.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 11:45 a.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the
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         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the
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