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          1  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

          2                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Today we will

          3  consider three bills that increase the penalties for

          4  various types of conduct.

          5                 Intro. 703-A, sponsored by Council

          6  Member Oddo, will increase the civil penalties for

          7  damaging a religious house of worship or any article

          8  therein.

          9                 Under the current provisions of the

         10  Administrative Code, the willful damage of religious

         11  property results in criminal penalties, as well as a

         12  civil penalty not to exceed $10,000.

         13                 Under this bill, the civil penalties

         14  increased to a range from ten to 25,000.

         15                 The bill results from several highly

         16  publicized incidents involving damage to religious

         17  property, particularly statues. Any property crime

         18  should be appropriately punished, but crime that

         19  involved damage to religious property merits special

         20  attention.

         21                 I applaud Council Member Oddo for

         22  introducing this bill, which is supported by the

         23  Mayor and the Criminal Justice Coordinator and

         24  myself, and we'll ask for some comments as soon as I

         25  finish discussing the rest of the bills we're voting
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          2  on today.

          3                 Intro. 528-A, sponsored by myself,

          4  adds several provisions to the law we enacted in

          5  2003 regarding prohibited conduct of professional

          6  sporting events.

          7                 That law has resulted in at least two

          8  convictions and in my judgment has made large sports

          9  venues safer places.

         10                 Several deficiencies in that original

         11  law have come to light, however, and the bill

         12  addresses those concerns.

         13                 First, the definition of sporting

         14  event has been expanded to include any competition

         15  that takes place with a venue with 5,000 or more

         16  fixed seats.

         17                 Thus, when the NCA comes to Madison

         18  Square Garden, for example, any unruly behavior by

         19  fans will be covered.

         20                 Under the current law, a person is

         21  liable if he strikes, slaps or kicks or subjects to

         22  physical contact a sports participant, only if that

         23  person enters the field or the court.

         24                 The local law therefore doesn't cover

         25  situations where fans strike a player from the
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          2  stands. The bill makes it clear that that conduct is

          3  also prohibited.

          4                 In December 2004, a malady erupted at

          5  a Detroit Pistons basketball game after a fan threw

          6  a plastic cup of beer at one of the players.

          7  Actually that player Ron Ortest (phonetic) is now

          8  back, so this is pretty timely, what we're doing

          9  here, because this act, the throwing of beer, was

         10  not covered by this law, and now we are amending our

         11  law to make it illegal to drop, toss or hurl any

         12  substance or objects or dangerous instrument onto a

         13  playing area of a professional sporting event.

         14                 To ensure that traditional acts of

         15  fan participation, such as throwing a hat into a

         16  rink after a hat trick or a baseball onto a field

         17  after a home run, we have made sure that there is an

         18  intent in this bill to harass, annoy, alarm or cause

         19  physical injury.

         20                 Our current law has been the envy of

         21  sports teams throughout the nation. I believe we

         22  should continue to lead the way by adopting these

         23  proposed amendments, thus making our sporting events

         24  and the people who attend them even safer.

         25                 The Mayor, Police Commissioner,

                                                            6

          1  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

          2  Queens DA's Office, New York Mets, professional

          3  baseball, all support this measure.

          4                 Intro. 343-A, for which we held a

          5  hearing in June 2004, increases the criminal

          6  penalties for failure to yield to an emergency

          7  vehicle.

          8                 The crowded streets of New York City

          9  make it very difficult for merging vehicles to get

         10  to the scene of an emergency, thus endangering

         11  lives.

         12                 Too often certain motorists ignore

         13  the sirens of an approaching ambulance or fire truck

         14  and do not move out of the way. This bill increases

         15  the penalty for failure to yield to a misdemeanor,

         16  suggests a person who violates the provisions up to

         17  30 days in jail or a $300 fine.

         18                 Right now it's 15 days in jail and

         19  $150 fine. So, we've basically doubled the penalties

         20  down the line, and increased the time period. Under

         21  the old bill you'd have to have two convictions for

         22  this within 18 months in order to bump up the

         23  penalties, which is kind of silly. Under the new law

         24  it will be two convictions within a ten-year period.

         25                 Those who thwart the ability of an
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          2  emergency vehicle to assist those must understand

          3  that such irresponsible behavior carries serious

          4  penalties.

          5                 This series of bills we consider

          6  today are important public safety initiatives and I

          7  ask for your support.

          8                 Regarding running on field acts, I

          9  don't know, some of you may have seen what happened

         10  in Cincinnati yesterday in the Green Bay game, where

         11  somebody actually ran onto the field during a play,

         12  took the ball from Brett Farve (phonetic). That

         13  would not have been a crime in New York prior to

         14  this bill. Now it is and I think it should be.

         15                 Let me turn over the microphone now

         16  to the sponsor of our bill today regarding

         17  desecration of religious property, our Minority

         18  Leader, someone who has been working very hard with

         19  this Committee, no he's not a member, to introduce

         20  laws which keep the City safe, and we're proud to

         21  have him here today, Council Member Jimmy Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

         23  Chairman. I'm glad that you mentioned that. I was

         24  going to mention that, the incident with Brett Farve

         25  yesterday, so I think it's time that you're amending
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          2  your bill, and I thank you for all your good work on

          3  that. And I thank you for being so supportive of

          4  Intro. 703, and I guess it's also timely that we're

          5  passing this bill on Halloween, because I know a lot

          6  of folks in Richmond County are concerned that

          7  places they hold dear, places of worship, are

          8  targets once again for nefarious activity.

          9                 I don't think that we can legislate

         10  against ignorance or legislate tolerance of people,

         11  but what we can do is make people who engage, or

         12  continue to engage in acts of stupidity and hatred,

         13  make them pay and pay dearly.

         14                 And by increasing the maximum of

         15  these fines up to 25,000, in essence I hope that

         16  we're creating a life sentence of sorts for some of

         17  these people, an economic life sentence, or a

         18  financial life sentence.

         19                 This past, just this past week, last

         20  week, I received a phone call from Rabbi Katzman in

         21  my district and Monsignor Dorney, both complaining

         22  about vandalism to their places of worship.

         23                 In the past year, my office has

         24  participated in a graffiti clean-up of Seek House of

         25  Worship, actually right down the street from my
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          2  childhood home. And, again, I'm not naive enough or

          3  disingenuous enough to think that a person who would

          4  engage in this type of behavior is going to stop and

          5  think twice and say, oh, it's 25,000. Maybe some

          6  will, I don't think the majority will, but what they

          7  will do is every time they have to pay that fee

          8  down, they'll think twice about their act and

          9  hopefully they will not act in that, with that

         10  behavior again. Again, I want to thank all my

         11  colleagues for their bipartisan support, Council

         12  members from every borough, every part of the

         13  political spectrum support and I thank you for your

         14  support and your leadership. Thank you for the

         15  chance to vote this out today.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank you,

         17  Council member.

         18                 I neglected to mention that in

         19  addition to the Mayor, the Police Department and the

         20  Criminal Justice Coordinator, all support your bill,

         21  as I believe the majority of this Committee will

         22  when we vote on it.

         23                 We have a witness regarding the

         24  religious desecration bill, and that's Joel Levy,

         25  from the Anti-Defamation League. Please take the

                                                            10

          1  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

          2  stand.

          3                 We have some Council members also

          4  with us here today. We have Council Member Erik

          5  Dilan, and Council Member Melinda Katz. As soon as

          6  we have two more Council members from our Committee,

          7  we'll take the vote on all three of these measures.

          8                 Our Committee has been -- we used to

          9  have 11 members, one was tossed off, some are away

         10  today, so a quorum might be the biggest drama we

         11  have today. I don't believe any of these bills will

         12  engender much debate. But thank you for coming down

         13  today. And this is a very important issue to many of

         14  us up here and we do appreciate your comments on

         15  this and your insight, and I look forward to your

         16  testimony.

         17                 MR. LEVY: Thank you very much. Just

         18  for the record, my name is Joel Levy. I'm the New

         19  York Director of the Anti-Defamation League, and I'm

         20  very, very grateful to you, sir, for introducing

         21  this piece of legislation, which the Anti-Defamation

         22  League supports very, very strongly. We think it's

         23  important.

         24                 We think it's important that the

         25  number of anti-Semitic incidents and of hate
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          2  incidents in general in recent years have increased

          3  across the country. We keep an annual audit of

          4  anti-Semitic incidents and we work very closely with

          5  the Hate Crimes Unit of the New York Police

          6  Department and with other police forces across the

          7  State and across the country. And there were

          8  approximately 2,000 such incidents in the last year,

          9  2004, of which almost a third were in fact the kinds

         10  of incidents dealt with in your bill, that is to say

         11  they were defacement or vandalism against

         12  synagogues, churches, temples, and other places of

         13  worship. These kinds of hate crimes are particularly

         14  egregious because they are undermining and

         15  intimidating and frightening to people who go to

         16  those places of worship. It's not like a crime

         17  that's in an anonymous place. I find it offensive

         18  enough when there is a Swastika in the subway.

         19  That's not aimed at anybody in particular, but when

         20  there is a Swastika on the door of a synagogue, and

         21  particularly as that happened actually in Queens

         22  last year on the holiest day of the year, people

         23  arrived in a particular synagogue early in the

         24  morning to find a Swastika there, that frightens and

         25  intimidates the entire community. Not just that
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          2  synagogue but the entire community. It is telling

          3  people, you are a specific target.

          4                 So, I think it's very important that

          5  as your bill will do, and I'm sure it will be

          6  passed, that when it's passed, it will ensure that

          7  there are consequences, enhanced consequences for

          8  this kind of crime, and I think that's very

          9  important. You have rightly said that the most

         10  effective thing we can do is to try to prevent this

         11  kind of crime, and since we don't have a vaccine

         12  against the disease which is hatred, the best we can

         13  do is education, and the Anti-Defamation League is

         14  involved in many education programs, trying to

         15  prevent these kinds of crimes, but when they do

         16  occur, then the next best thing to do is serious

         17  punishment that sends a message your action is going

         18  to have serious consequences. And for that reason we

         19  strongly support this and applaud the fact that

         20  you've introduced it.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank you, sir.

         22                 Council Member Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

         24  Chairman.

         25                 I just want to thank you for coming
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          2  down today. You know, I think the reaction that each

          3  of us has when we hear about one of these incidents,

          4  there's anger, but there's also a level of

          5  frustration because we know that it takes one act of

          6  stupidity or hatred really to negate 100 or 1,000

          7  good acts. And just when we think that, so many of

          8  us in our different walks of life work hard to kind

          9  of build this Coalition and do so many good things,

         10  to bring people of different backgrounds together,

         11  and so many of our good acts, and so much of our

         12  energy in time gets negated by one act that gets

         13  wide publicity and just sort of rips the scab off of

         14  wounds that we've all been trying to heal. And,

         15  again, the thinking behind the bill is, it may not

         16  stop the individual from doing it the first time,

         17  but if we come down, with all the weight that we can

         18  as a Council, we can't change the criminal

         19  penalties, but hopefully it makes that individual

         20  think twice about doing it again.

         21                 I don't have any statistics to back

         22  up the fact that I think a lot of them are

         23  recidivists and a lot of them do it again and again,

         24  but I think common sense tells us there is a small

         25  group that engages in this type of behavior, and
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          2  this is I think as far as we can go in the Council

          3  to strengthen the existing rules and laws, and it's

          4  borne out of frustration really, frustration that a

          5  lot of good people who do a lot of good things get

          6  their acts negated by the acts of morons.

          7                 So, I thank you for the great work

          8  that your organization does, and I thank you for

          9  coming down here today and supporting this bill.

         10                 MR. LEVY: You're very welcome. Thank

         11  you for this opportunity.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank you,

         13  Council Member.

         14                 Council Member Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I also would

         16  like to thank ADL for coming down and testifying. I

         17  don't know why I'm not the sponsor of this bill, but

         18  clearly just an oversight and I think Jay is in the

         19  process of adding me to it.

         20                 I thank you for coming down. I assume

         21  the synagogue that you were talking about was the

         22  Forest Hills Jewish Center --

         23                 MR. LEVY: That's correct.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: -- Last year.

         25  And just for the record, and so that the Chairman
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          2  knows, it's my synagogue. And I will never forget,

          3  it was actually on the air of the air of Yom Kippur,

          4  which meant that that evening was Kol Nidrei.  Which

          5  is the most holiest evening, leading into the most

          6  holiest day of the Jewish year.

          7                 And what was interesting about is is

          8  that when we came, there were two doors to the front

          9  of the Chamber, the Sanctuary, and the Swastikas

         10  were sort of in the middle, so you had to open, when

         11  you opened the door it broke the Swastikas. And we

         12  as a community, and the Rabbi needed to make a

         13  chose, either to leave the stickers there, I guess

         14  just because the police are investigating and maybe

         15  made some sort of a statement, or to get rid of it

         16  as soon as we possibly could so that when we walked

         17  into the sanctuary that evening they were clean.

         18                 We chose to clean it. We chose to get

         19  the police and the graffiti unit out there before

         20  sundown to make sure that it was clean so we could

         21  actually pray and start the year with a clean slate.

         22                 So, it's interesting. But I also want

         23  to point out that we had years ago, as you probably

         24  well know, in Bayside also, the Jewish cemeteries

         25  were great victims, great large victims of vandalism
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          2  constantly out in the Jewish cemeteries out there as

          3  well. So, I applaud this legislation.

          4                 I also just want to point out that it

          5  clearly is for any religious institution, and I

          6  think that that is a great thing. I think it's going

          7  to send a clear message throughout the City of New

          8  York.

          9                 You know, graffiti is bad enough, and

         10  if they want to do graffiti, they can do it in their

         11  own living room and show their family how wonderful

         12  it is. But to do it with a clear message of hate,

         13  which is just that's the only reason for it, it is

         14  something that's not going to be accepted by this

         15  body, and I'm very, very happy and pleased that the

         16  ADL came to testify today. Thank you very much.

         17                 MR. LEVY: You're very welcome. If I

         18  could just add a note, you're absolutely correct in

         19  the incident that you identified and the other

         20  incidents earlier, but there have also been

         21  incidents in Staten Island in the cemetery.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Right.

         23                 MR. LEVY: There was an incident that

         24  also comes to mind in Marine Park, where there was a

         25  Swastika painted on a Catholic Church, and we were
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          2  just as outraged. We are not just a Jewish defense

          3  organization, we protest against this kind of thing

          4  whenever and wherever it happens. In fact, we're

          5  involved right now in helping a mosque which is the

          6  victim of hatred from some of its neighbors and

          7  we're trying to mediate between the Jewish neighbors

          8  and the Muslim community which has that mosque. It's

          9  not in the City, it's in Mount Vernon, in that case.

         10                 But you're absolutely correct in

         11  pointing out this is not a Jewish thing that we're

         12  talking about. It could be against any religious

         13  community and therefore very, very important.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Well,

         16  absolutely. In my community recently the head was

         17  smashed off a statue, and it's just outrageous. Just

         18  outrageous. The emotions that are evoked by that, we

         19  need to penalize this as strongly as the law allows

         20  in this Council, as strongly as we can change the

         21  laws here in this City.

         22                 And you're right, Council member,

         23  I've always been confused by the fact that graffiti

         24  is supposedly art. Some say why doesn't it adorn the

         25  rooms of these graffiti vandals, in their homes.
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          2  It's apparently are one can only do in someone

          3  else's house.

          4                 You mentioned, Mr. Levy, that there

          5  were 2,000 incidents in one year?

          6                 MR. LEVY: In the United States,

          7  across the country. And of those actually there were

          8  644 that were specifically aimed at religious

          9  institutions, and of those, about a half actually

         10  took place in New York, New York City or New York

         11  State.

         12                 So, we have a large number of

         13  incidents.

         14                 We, unfortunately, we lead the nation

         15  in the number of these kinds of anti-Semetic

         16  incidents.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: You said that

         18  some of these would not fall under the purview of

         19  this bill. Why is that?

         20                 MR. LEVY: Well, not all of them are

         21  aimed against religious institutions. We would count

         22  other incidents that are not necessarily -- for

         23  example, there have been quite a large number of

         24  incidents in Brooklyn in the last six or eight

         25  months where Swastikas were painted or scratched
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          2  into elevators in buildings which are clearly

          3  inhabited by Jewish residents, where I won't say 100

          4  percent, but heavily populated Jewish neighborhoods,

          5  people have gone into the lobbies and have defaced

          6  the elevators, for example.

          7                 Now, that would not be covered, as I

          8  understand it, by this bill, nevertheless it is an

          9  anti-Semetic incident in that same neighborhood.

         10  Some cases they couldn't do it on a synagogue

         11  because the synagogues had been forced to have

         12  enhanced security, making it more difficult to do it

         13  in the synagogue so they went into people's

         14  apartment buildings.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: I know that

         16  Council Member Oddo and I think alike when it comes

         17  to these things, so both of us are thinking about

         18  ways we can improve this bill down the road, as

         19  you're speaking, and potentially try to take in

         20  incidences that aren't covered right now.

         21                 We thank you.

         22                 Erik. Council Member Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes. Just

         24  basically a brief statement, a phrase for my

         25  colleague Jimmy Oddo, who I believe, like myself, is
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          2  a practicing Catholic, for coming up with a bill

          3  that protects all religions. I think Council Member

          4  Katz led into what my statement would be. In my

          5  district I have a lot of Catholic, as well as Muslim

          6  population, and I'm just very proud that this bill

          7  is inclusive of all religions, and that the bill has

          8  some genuine teeth, making a first offense not to be

          9  less than 10,000 with a maximum of $25,000. I think

         10  that it should be said publicly so that if anyone

         11  just even had the thought of going out and

         12  attempting to do an act such as a desecration of any

         13  cemetery should know beforehand how much it's going

         14  to cost them should they get caught.

         15                 And I also would like to thank the

         16  Anti-Defamation League for sponsoring this important

         17  legislation before us today, and I would also like

         18  to ask that my name be added as a sponsor of this

         19  bill.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank you,

         21  Council Member Dilan. Thank you for coming down

         22  today and supporting this bill. We look forward to

         23  working with you down the road. I already have my

         24  counsel to the Committee looking into whether we can

         25  potentially bump up a level of graffiti to a hate
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          2  crime, if it's not already covered by the State law.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Just for the

          4  record, so the record reflects the bill includes

          5  religious figures and religious monuments outside of

          6  the House of Worship. And just to give you an

          7  example, in April of '05, one Paul Bruno, 19, of

          8  Turf Quarter on Staten Island (phonetic), was

          9  arrested. He grafitti'd up to $1 million worth of

         10  damage with his graffiti, and no place was off

         11  limits, and he even had property belonging to the

         12  church of Jesus Christ on McDivit Avenue (phonetic.)

         13                 We had in, over the last few years on

         14  Staten Island, $15,000 damage done to the Sacred

         15  Heart Roman Catholic Church in West Brighton.

         16                 There is a synagogue in Bay Terrace

         17  that was defaced with graffiti, including a

         18  Swastika, and a disparaging remark about Jesus

         19  Christ all in the same place, they were trying to

         20  cover all the religions, I guess, in one day.

         21                 Holy Rosary Roman Catholic Church in

         22  South Beach torn up shrubs, graffiti. We had

         23  Lutheran Church also in Throggsneck recently that

         24  was hit.

         25                 So, I guess the point I want to make
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          2  is, as the witness said and my colleague said, that

          3  interestingly enough, stupidity and hatred, you

          4  know, doesn't discriminate against any religion

          5  apparently, and everyone is a target at some point.

          6                 You know, I hope that we get through

          7  this holiday, Halloween, without any damage done

          8  before the school goes in effect, but certainly next

          9  Halloween it will be in effect.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: If all goes as

         11  planned, it will be. As long as we get a quorum

         12  today, it would be nice. But we are going to take a

         13  short recess and I'm going to ask Council Members

         14  Katz and Dilan to stay in the building that their

         15  offices can reach them by phone, because I am told

         16  that the other Council members are at other hearings

         17  and are on the way over.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Are you going to

         19  have a hearing on the other bills?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: We've had

         21  hearings already on the other two bills. So, we're

         22  just voting those out today. And, again, as soon as

         23  I get word that the other Council members are in the

         24  building, I will be calling you and coming back.

         25                 So, thank you all for coming down. We
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          2  will be taking a short recess. Thank you, Council

          3  Member Oddo, who does not need to come back. You

          4  won't be voting until we get before the full Council

          5  hopefully soon. Thank you for your efforts. We are

          6  going to recess for a short time.

          7                 (Recess taken.)

          8                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Find seats, turn

          9  off your cell phones, the Public Safety Committee

         10  recess is now over. For purposes of our late night

         11  viewing audience, it's been a three-minute break. I

         12  don't even remember what we're voting on.

         13                 We have three intros that we're

         14  voting on today, Intro. 703-A, sponsored by Jimmy

         15  Oddo, which will be increasing civil penalties for

         16  damaging a house of worship.

         17                 Intro. 528-A, sponsored by myself,

         18  will enhance the sports safety bill that we've put

         19  through here, the toughest in the country, to make

         20  sure that our stadiums are safe from rowdy fans.

         21                 And 343-A, which will increase the

         22  criminal penalties for failure to yield to emergency

         23  vehicles.

         24                 We now have a quorum and we will call

         25  the vote. Mr. Baecher.
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          2                 MR. BAECHER: We'll take each bill

          3  separately. Actually, we'll do them all together,

          4  we'll combine all three. Intro. 703-A, Intro. 343-A,

          5  Intro. 528-A. Council Member Vallone, how do you

          6  vote?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: I vote aye on

          8  all three.

          9                 MR. BAECHER: Council Member Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Mr. Chairman,

         11  I'd like a moment to explain my vote.

         12                 I think I'm entitled to it, somewhat.

         13                 First of all, I want to commend my

         14  colleague and minority leader Jimmy Oddo for his

         15  Anti-Defamation bill, common sense bill, that is a

         16  long time coming, and I'm glad that we're able to

         17  enact stiffer penalties in the law today, a $10,000

         18  minimum fine for anyone who desecrates a religious

         19  cemetery I think is more than appropriate for the

         20  crime that's being permitted. So, I probably will be

         21  voting in the affirmative for that one today.

         22                 But I also wanted to comment on your

         23  bill, Mr. Chairman, 343-A, which is a bill that I

         24  agree with, but I also want to state that there's

         25  two sides to this bill.

                                                            25

          1  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

          2                 Sure, you know, there are people in

          3  this City who ignore the calls to aid by our

          4  emergency services unit and don't pay it the proper

          5  respect, and we should, when they're caught,

          6  increase fines and penalties on them.

          7                 But at the same token, and I don't

          8  know if this is a Citywide problem, but in my part

          9  of the City being, and I'll say North Brooklyn it's

         10  common, where we commonly have police officers who,

         11  and not just police officers, but firefighters and

         12  emergency service vehicles as well, who blare their

         13  sirens very loudly to bypass traffic or red lights

         14  when it's pretty evident, I don't want to say that

         15  it's clear it's not emergency, but I would say

         16  pretty evident that it's a non-emergency, and if

         17  anyone from the Administration is listening, they

         18  should certainly have their commissioners reign in

         19  their employees for taking part in this practice

         20  because, you know, I know there are some other noise

         21  pollution bills that the Administration is

         22  interested in, and, you know, if we want to reduce

         23  noise pollution we can certainly start with our own

         24  police, fire and emergency service department.

         25                 So, I vote affirmatively on all
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          2  three, and, you know, hopefully someone from the

          3  Administration was listening and we can get that

          4  practice by these City agencies reduced.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 MR. BAECHER: Council Member Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I vote aye on

          8  all.

          9                 MR. BAECHER: Council Member Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all. And,

         11  again, I want to thank the sponsors of all the

         12  legislation today, but also of the defacing of the

         13  religious property. I think it is a good step, it is

         14  well needed in the City of New York. And I think it

         15  will send a clear message to folks all around the

         16  City that they have to pay for their damage, and pay

         17  for the hatred that they try to espouse. Thank you.

         18                 I vote aye.

         19                 MR. BAECHER: Council Member Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

         21  vote aye on all of them.

         22                 I would just like to say on the

         23  emergency services one, you know, first, I strongly

         24  support what we're trying to accomplish, Mr. Chair.

         25  When I grew up here in New York, and I lived in
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          2  Washington for a period of time, when I was down

          3  there I was struck by the fact that when there was

          4  an ambulance or a police car, everybody got out of

          5  the way, and I had never seen that before.

          6                 So, you know, I think it is a little

          7  bit imbedded in New York culture that people, you

          8  know, apart from getting out of the way, they'll try

          9  to take advantage of the cars that do get out of the

         10  way to zoop ahead. But this is imbedded in the

         11  culture, and I do think that we should try and push

         12  to change that, and I hope this accomplishes it.

         13                 I think that people do, as Council

         14  Member Dilan says, sometimes think that it's not a

         15  true emergency, people are abusing it, but I guess

         16  what we're doing today will help send a clear and

         17  unambiguous signal.

         18                 Thank you, Mr. Chair. I vote aye on

         19  all three measures.

         20                 MR. BAECHER: Council Member

         21  Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         23  Mr. Chair.

         24                 First of all, I also want to commend

         25  Minority Leader Oddo for his leadership on this bill
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          2  and demonstration that at least within this

          3  institution bipartisanship works. So, good job,

          4  James. Very good job.

          5                 With respect to the emergency

          6  vehicles legislation today that we are voting out of

          7  the City Council Committee, Public Safety Committee,

          8  let me say that as a former Police Officer, I can

          9  tell you that too many New Yorkers don't yield right

         10  away to our police, fire and paramedics who are

         11  rushing to emergencies and that precious seconds are

         12  extremely important in the furtherance of delivering

         13  those emergency services to New Yorkers. And I also

         14  agree with my colleague, Council Member Dilan, that

         15  perhaps reigning in of some of the abuses that could

         16  happen with the emergency personnel be done at the

         17  agency level. And in fact, it is done, and there are

         18  individuals who are disciplined when they violate

         19  policies.

         20                 So, let me also thank you, Mr. Chair,

         21  for introducing this bill, and in hopefully sending

         22  a strong message. Yielding the right of way for

         23  emergency vehicles is extremely important, that we

         24  should all remember that, and we should hope that we

         25  never need them personally or that someone in our
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          2  family doesn't need them, but someone does, and,

          3  obviously, that's what the calls are going for.

          4                 So, I enthusiastically support these

          5  measures, and I vote aye.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 MR. BAECHER: The items have been

          8  adopted by a vote of six in the affirmative, zero in

          9  the negative, with no abstentions. Please, Council

         10  members, make sure that you all sign the sheets.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: I'd also like to

         12  thank all the Council members on this Committee for

         13  their hard work, through all the different Committee

         14  hearings we've held on these bills, and for your

         15  vote today, and I look forward to a passage by the

         16  entire Council in the near future. Thank you all for

         17  your time.

         18                 This Public Safety Committee is now

         19  adjourned.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 1:05 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 31st day of October 2005.
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