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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROPOSED INT. NO. 1770-A
COMMITTEE: Oversight and Investigations

	TITLE: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to whistleblower protections for individuals subject to alleged adverse personnel actions
	Sponsors: Council Member Torres, the Public Advocate (Mr. Jumaane Williams), and Council Members Kallos, Rosenthal and Ayala  


	SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Proposed Int. No. 1770-A would expand whistleblower protections. Certain whistleblowers who report misconduct to the Special Commissioner of Investigation would be protected against adverse personnel actions. The Special Commissioner of Investigation would be required to investigate whistleblower allegations of actions that fall within the official’s jurisdiction, and the Corporation Counsel would be required to investigate adverse personnel actions allegedly committed by the Special Commissioner of Investigation and high-ranking officials within the Department of Investigation. Also, the investigating officer would be required to provide periodic status updates regarding the investigation to the relevant whistleblower. Furthermore, if the relevant agency or entity head fails to take remedial action recommended by or acceptable to the investigating officer within a certain time period, the agency or entity would have to provide a written explanation regarding this failure to the relevant whistleblower and the investigating officer. 

This bill would also establish a private right of action for a relevant whistleblower who suffers adverse personnel action if the whistleblower’s employer does not take remedial actions recommended by or acceptable to the investigating officer. Finally, this bill would require more comprehensive annual reporting by the Commissioner of Investigation regarding reports by whistleblowers on misconduct and adverse personnel actions.


	EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect 180 days after the bill becomes law.

	FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2022

	FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

	

	Effective FY22
	FY Succeeding
Effective FY23
	Full Fiscal
Impact FY22

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-) 
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Net
	$0
	$0
	$0




	IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is anticipated that there would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation.

	IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that the legislation would not affect the Department of Investigation and Special Commissioner of Investigation’s expenditures. The Law Department could face litigation costs to defend cases pertaining to the new private right of action this bill authorizes, as well as electronic discovery costs if the Law Department receives complaints, but there are sufficient budgetary resources to cover costs. 

	SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: N/A

	SOURCE OF INFORMATION: The Department of Investigation 
                                              The Special Commissioner of Investigation
                                              The Law Department



	ESTIMATE PREPARED BY: Jack Kern, Financial Analyst
                                                                       
ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:
                    Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director
			        Eisha Wright, Unit Head
	Stephanie Ruiz, Assistant Counsel
	
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:  This legislation was introduced to the Council on October 17, 2019 as Intro. No. 1770 and was referred to the Committee on Oversight and Investigations (Committee). The Committee held a hearing on January 13, 2020 and the bill was laid over. The legislation was subsequently amended and the amended version, Proposed Int. No. 1770-A, will be considered by the Committee at a hearing on December 16, 2020. Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Int. No. 1770-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on December 17, 2020.
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