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OVERSIGHT: The Effectiveness of City, State and Federal Sex Offender Laws
RES. NO. 976:
By Council Members Oddo, Gallagher, Avella, Nelson, Comrie, Gennaro, Gentile, Gonzalez, McMahon, Recchia Jr., Vallone Jr., and Lanza

TITLE:
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to adopt legislation that provides for the civil commitment of sexually violent predators to protect the public from those whose mental abnormalities makes them likely to commit sexually violent crimes.

RES. NO. 979:
By Council Members Vallone Jr., Avella, Gennaro, Gentile, Gonzalez, McMahon, Nelson, Sanders Jr., Gallagher, Lanza and Oddo

TITLE:
Resolution urging support for New York State legislation requiring all sex offenders to register for life.

RES. NO. 980:
By Council Members Vallone Jr., Gennaro, Gonzalez, Nelson, Sanders Jr., Gallagher, Lanza and Oddo

TITLE:
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to enact sex offense provisions similar to those adopted in Florida, as part of the Jessica Lunsford Act.

RES. NO. 1089:
By Council Members Vallone Jr., Gentile, McMahon, Monserrate, Sanders Jr., and Oddo

TITLE:
Resolution in support of U.S. Senate bill S.1086, which improves the national program to register and monitor individuals who commit sex offenses.

I. Introduction 

On November 29, 2005, the Committee on Public Safety will hold an oversight hearing on the effectiveness of city, state and federal sex offender laws.  The Committee will also solicit testimony on four resolutions, which call on the New York State Legislature to adopt more stringent sex offender legislation and support the expansion of current sex offender registries.  The New York City Criminal Justice Coordinator, the Director of the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services, the Staten Island District Attorney and other interested organizations are expected to testify.

II. Background

Recent highly publicized incidents involving recidivist sex offenders, including the cases of Jessica Lunsford, 9, and Sarah Lunde, 13, who were abducted and murdered this year in Florida by registered sex offenders, called into question the effectiveness of Megan’s Law, a federal law that currently governs community notification measures regarding sex offenders.
  These events prompted lawmakers throughout the nation to strengthen existing sex offender legislation and increase efforts to protect the public from sex offenders through tactics such as evicting sex offenders who live in close proximity to a school, and barring convicted sex offenders from public hurricane shelters.
  After the fatal stabbing of a woman last June by a homeless Level 3 sex offender who used the public shelter system, Westchester County instituted a program in which high-level sex offenders, which includes Level 3 offenders and Level 2 offenders who victimized children, who use the county’s homeless shelters to be constantly shadowed by people trained to monitor them.

III. Megan’s Law
Megan's Law is named after a 7-year-old New Jersey girl named Megan Nicole Kanka who was raped and murdered by her neighbor, a two-time convicted sex offender, on July 29, 1994.  The passage of Megan's Law in New Jersey eventually led to the May 1996 passage of a federal law also known as Megan's Law.  New Jersey's Megan's Law has specific mandates for active community notification which ensures that the community will be made aware of the presence of convicted sex offenders posing a risk to public safety.
 

This active community notification component, where law enforcement officers go door to door to inform neighbors and schools of an offender’s neighboring presence, is not a part of the federal Megan’s Law or New York State’s Megan’s Law (also known as the Sex Offender Registration Act).  Federal law requires all states to release information on convicted sex offenders (making it available for the public to access on its own).  Under New York’s “Megan’s Law,” the State Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) maintains a Sex Offender Registry that contains information on sex offenders classified according to their risk of re-offending as determined by the sentencing court: low-risk (Level 1), moderate-risk (Level 2) and high-risk (Level 3). 
  The risk level assigned governs the amount and type of community notification authorized for a particular sex offender.  New York State’s Megan’s Law gives law enforcement discretion to notify any "entities with vulnerable populations" concerning offenders at moderate and high-risk levels of re-offending.

A.
Amount of Information Available to the Public

Below is a summary of information available to the public based upon the level of risk 

assigned by the court to an offender:
· Level 1 Offenders: Offender’s name. (One must call the hotline and ask whether a specific person is listed; there is no public list of Level 1 offenders).

· Level 2 Offenders: The offender’s photograph, modus operandi and offense description, and any special conditions imposed by the court or parole. Approximate address by zip code can be provided as well. (One may access this information by calling the Megan’s Law hotline. The DCJS is required to provide the caller with the relevant information according to an offender’s risk level.)
· Level 3 Offenders: The offender’s name, exact address, address of the offender's place of employment and offender’s photograph along with the following information, if available: physical description, age and distinctive markings, background information including the sex offender's crime of conviction, modus of operation, type of victim targeted, the name and address of any institution of higher education at which the sex offender is enrolled, attends, is employed or resides and a description of special conditions imposed on the sex offender must also be included.

B.
Accessing Registry Information

Below are the ways in which members of the public may access registry information:

1. Notification via local law enforcement agencies: Local law enforcement agencies are 

    notified whenever a sex offender moves into their jurisdiction. That agency may notify 

    schools and other “entities with vulnerable populations” about the presence of a Level 

    2 or Level 3 offender if the offender poses a threat to public safety.

2. Calling the Megan’s Law Hotline: The public can call the DCJS Megan’s Law hotline 

(1-800-262-3257) to inquire whether a person is listed in the Registry. It is the duty of the DCJS to determine whether a named person reasonably appears to be a person listed in the division’s registry. The DCJS is required to provide the caller with the relevant information according to an offender’s risk level.

3. Accessing Level 3 Subdirectory from law enforcement agencies: All law enforcement 

    agencies throughout the State have the Subdirectory of Level 3 Sex Offenders which 

    can be reviewed by the public. The Subdirectory includes photographs of all Level 3 

    offenders.

4. Accessing DCJS website: The above Subdirectory of Level 3 offenders can be accessed 

    via the internet.

C.
Sex Offender Contact Information Verification/Re-Location: Obligations to Inform DCJS of Whereabouts 

Sex offenders on parole or probation or imprisoned for a sex offense on or after January 21, 1996 (the date which Megan’s Law took effect) must register and sex offenders sentenced to probation, local jail, or state prison after that date must register upon their return to the community. Level 1 and 2 offenders must register annually for 10 years from their initial registration, and Level 3 offenders, who must register for life, must verify their addresses in person every 90 days with their local law enforcement agency.  DCJS also sends address verification letters to offenders based on the offender’s registration date. Local law enforcement is notified if the verification form is not returned on time or is returned undeliverable.

Offenders must register with the DCJS on a form prepared by DCJS within ten calendar days prior to discharge, parole, release to post-release supervision or release from any state or local correctional facility, hospital or institution where he or she was confined or committed, or, at the time when a probation sentence is imposed or when an offender is discharged upon payment of a fine, conditional discharge or unconditional discharge. 

 If an offender changes his or her place of residence while on parole or probation, the offender's parole or probation officer must inform the DCJS in writing on a form provided by the DCJS within forty-eight hours. This process also occurs if an offender changes the status of his or her enrollment, attendance, employment or residence at any institution of higher education while on parole/probation.
 
If an offender fails to register or verify within the required time periods the offender can be found guilty of a class A misdemeanor upon conviction for the first offense, and upon conviction for a second or subsequent offense shall be guilty of a class D felony. Such a failure to register or verify could also result in the revocation of parole.
D.
Concerns about Public Access to Registry Information

Public access to information on sex offenders is based upon the level of risk the court assigns to an offender. Due to limited access the following concerns have risen:

· Local law enforcement agencies have discretion, but are NOT mandated to notify any "entities with vulnerable populations" concerning offenders at risk Level 2 and 3.  

· One cannot determine whether a Level 1 or 2 offender lives in his/her neighborhood, that is, unless, one calls the DCJS 800 number information line asking the registry to check a specific person’s name. 

· The DCJS may only confirm whether a Level 1 offender is listed in the registry (an exact address or zip code cannot be disclosed and no other identifying information can be provided).

· The DCJS may provide only the zip code, not the exact address of a Level 2 offender.

· The DCJS registry contains information on low-risk (Level 1) and moderate-risk (Level 2) sex offenders, but the registry website provides the public with access to information on Level 3 offenders only. By typing in one’s zip code, only Level 3 offenders will be listed along with their picture, home address, offense description, and any special conditions imposed by the court or parole, but information on Level 1 and Level 2 offenders does not appear.

IV. Civil Commitment of Sexually Violent Predators

In 1996, in Kansas v. Hicks (521 U.S. 346) the United States Supreme Court upheld the validity and constitutionality of a Kansas statute that established procedures for the civil commitment of persons, including convicted sex offenders scheduled to be released from prison, who, due to a “mental abnormality” or a “personality disorder,” were likely to engage in “predatory acts of sexual violence.”
  The court found that the statute contained numerous safeguards to limit confinement to those who suffer from a volitional impairment rendering them dangerous beyond their control, did not violate the U.S. Constitution’s double jeopardy prohibition, and that the civil confinement did not amount to a second prosecution.


At least sixteen states and the District of Columbia have adopted laws authorizing the civil commitment of those convicted of sexually violent crimes after the expiration of their criminal sentences.
  New York State, however, is not one of these states, although the State Senate has adopted such legislation and the Assembly recently held hearings on the issue of civil commitment.
  Under current New York Law, involuntary civil commitment is governed by the Mental Hygiene Law, which is geared toward those who, in the words of the statute, have “a mental illness for which in-patient care and treatment in a hospital is appropriate.”
  Although the statute is not specifically designed for sex offenders, Governor Pataki recently ordered state correction and mental health officials to involuntarily commit sex offenders.
  This decision has resulted in litigation, with a Manhattan Supreme Court judge recently ruling that the civil confinement of convicted sex offenders under the current Mental Hygiene Law is illegal.  The Governor has vowed to appeal the decision.

V. Pending New York State Legislation to Strengthen Megan’s LaW AND CREATE TOUGHER SEX OFFENDER LEGISLATION 
Both the New York State Senate and Assembly have worked to bolster Megan’s Law and create tougher sex offender legislation.  The Senate approved the “Tenth Anniversary Omnibus Sex Offender Registration Reform Act” (S.4793-B), which aims to strengthen Megan’s Law in 25 ways, including: mandatory notification by police when a registered sex offender moves into a community, lifetime registration of all sex offenders, requiring information about all levels of sex offenders to be posted on the Internet, and GPS monitoring for the worst offenders.
  In addition, the Senate passed a series of bills that would increase penalties for dangerous sex offenders and prohibit sex offenders from working and living near areas where they could pose a serious threat to children, such as schools and day care centers.

The Assembly recently passed bills that would extend the Megan’s Law registration term for dangerous sex predators by allowing district attorneys to petition a court for extending the registration up to a maximum of life (A.8369) and would help communities stay better informed about sexual predators by expanding the Internet placement of Megan’s Law registrants’ photos and personal information to include moderate-risk (Level 2) offenders (A.8370).
  Other proposals which have been approved by the Assembly include requiring annual updating of online photographs of Level 3 offenders (A.6840), mandating that public notices concerning moderate- and high-risk sex offenders (Level 2 and 3) include any aliases the offender is known to use (A.2664), and requiring that the state notify local social services districts when a Level 2 or 3 sex offender being released from prison intends to seek homeless housing assistance (A.6790).

VI.  Efforts to Strengthen Megan’s Law in Other States

A.
Florida


Following the tragedies involving Jessica Lunsford and Sarah Lunde, the Florida State Senate and House unanimously passed the Jessica Lunsford Act in May 2005.  The provisions of the Act include:

· Increase the penalty for lewd and lascivious molestation of a child to life in prison or a split sentence of a mandatory minimum 25-year prison term, followed by lifetime supervision with electronic monitoring;

· Increase from 20 to 30 years the period of time before a sexual predator is allowed to petition to have the sexual predator designation removed;

· Sexual predators who murder their victims now qualify for the death penalty in capital cases;

· Designate failing to re-register as a sexual offender/predator or harboring or assisting a sexual predator/offender a third degree felony;

· Require those already convicted of sex crimes to have electronic monitoring for the remainder of their probation.

B.
New Jersey

The New Jersey State Legislature recently approved of a two-year pilot program, which mandates high-risk sex offenders to wear ankle bracelets after their jail sentences are completed.
  The bracelets use global positioning system technology, which can identify the location of the person wearing the bracelet at any time.  Supporters of this measure believe the tracking devices will prevent some sex crimes by notifying the police any time one of the monitored sex offenders are near a school or playground.
  Similar to other localities around the country, lawmakers in Brick, N.J. passed a law that prohibits sex offenders from living or working within 2,500 feet of a school, park, playground, day care center, or school bus stop, essentially expelling anyone convicted of a sex crime against a minor.

VII. Summary of Resolutions

A.
Resolution 976


Resolution 976 calls on the New York State Legislature to adopt legislation that provides for the civil commitment of sexually violent predators to protect the public from those whose mental abnormalities make them likely to commit sexually violent crimes.  Sixteen states have passed laws authorizing the civil commitment of sexually violent predators at the expiration of their criminal sentences, including California, Florida, Massachusetts, and New Jersey. Currently, New York State legislation allows sexually violent predators to be released into the community upon the expiration of their sentences without treatment.  Governor Pataki recently invoked New York’s existing involuntary civil commitment law to keep violent sex offenders from re-entering the community, and such statutes permitting the involuntary civil commitment of dangerous persons who are mentally ill have been repeatedly upheld by the United States Supreme Court.

B.
Resolution 979


Resolution 979 urges support for New York State legislation requiring all sex offenders to register for life.  Under current state law, Level 1 and Level 2 sex offenders registered prior to March 11, 2002 register for 10 years while Level 3 offenders register for life.  Since the Sex Offender Registration Act, enacted in 1996, required most offenders to register for only 10 years, more than 3,000 sex offenders on the New York State Sex Offender Registry will have their information removed by the end of 2006.  States such as California, Hawaii, Missouri and South Carolina have already implemented legislation requiring every convicted sex offender to be placed on a lifetime registry.

C.
Resolution 980


Resolution 980 calls on the New York State Legislature to enact sex offense provisions similar to those adopted in Florida, as part of the Jessica Lunsford Act.  In response to the recent tragedies resulting in the slayings of two young girls at the hands of registered sex offenders, the Jessica Lunsford Act was passed in May 2005, which strengthens punishment and monitoring of child sex abusers within the State of Florida.  The Act substantially increases penalties for child sex offenders and expands sexual predator/offender registration and reporting requirements.  New York State legislators have already sponsored similar bills to strengthen existing sex offender laws, such as the “Tenth Anniversary Omnibus Sex Offender Registration Reform Act” (S.4793-B).

D.
Resolution 1089


Resolution 1089 supports U.S. Senate bill S.1086, which improves the national program to register and monitor individuals who commit sex offenses.  Under the present system of sex offender registration, there is a wide disparity among state sex offender programs in both registration and notification procedures, resulting in a system that allows many sex offenders to go unmonitored after serving prison terms and remaining undetected by local authorities, unless they are searched for in the national database maintained by the FBI.  This bill seeks to increase and strengthen tracking of sex offenders and provide standards for notifying the public about these predators by means such as requiring pre-release registration and implementing a sex offender DNA database.

Res. No. 976

..Title

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to adopt legislation that provides for the civil commitment of sexually violent predators to protect the public from those whose mental abnormalities makes them likely to commit sexually violent crimes.

..Body

By Council Members Oddo, Gallagher, Avella, Nelson, Comrie, Gennaro, Gentile, Gonzalez, McMahon, Recchia Jr., Vallone Jr. and Lanza


Whereas, The United States Supreme Court has repeatedly upheld the constitutionality of statutes permitting the involuntary civil commitment of dangerous persons who are mentally ill, including the right of the state to confine and treat violent sex offenders after the offenders serve their criminal sentence; and


Whereas, To protect the public from sexually violent predators and to provide treatment to this unique, but dangerous group of offenders, sixteen states have passed laws authorizing the civil commitment of sexually violent predators at the expiration of their criminal sentences; these states are Kansas, Arizona, California, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Massachusetts, Missouri, Minnesota, New Jersey, North Dakota, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin; and 


Whereas, Numerous studies have clearly shown that the recidivism rate of violent sexual predators is extremely high and that the prognosis for rehabilitating this population is very low; according to a recent report from the New York State Department of Correctional Services, for the period from 1986 through 1995, approximately 49 percent of sex offenders who were released from New York prisons in 1986 were returned to prison for a violation of parole or for committing a new crime; and

Whereas, Further, according to the United States Department of Justice, from 1980 to 1994 the number of sex offenders incarcerated in state prisons increased from 20,500 to 88,100; additionally, a 1991 survey of incarcerated sex offenders indicates that approximately two-thirds of the sex offenders committed crimes against children under age 18 and approximately 58 percent committed crimes against children under age 13; and

 
Whereas, A small but extremely dangerous group of sexually violent predators that are likely to reoffend exist in New York State; these sexually violent predators have mental abnormalities that render them likely to engage in repeated acts of sexual violence requiring long term treatment and, in addition, treatment modalities for existing involuntary commitments are inadequate to address this group’s risk to reoffend; and


Whereas, Under current law, these predators are released into the community upon the expiration of their sentences without the benefit of treatment or care designed to address their unique treatment needs, and a civil confinement law would provide for such treatment at secure facilities and simultaneously serve to protect the public; and  


Whereas, The New York State Senate has adopted sexually violent predator civil confinement bills since 1997, but the State Assembly has failed to pass such legislation; and


Whereas, The Assembly version of this bill (A-02693) is currently sitting inactive before the Assembly Committee on Mental Health; now therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to adopt legislation that provides for the civil commitment of sexually violent predators to protect the public from those whose mental abnormalities makes them likely to commit sexually violent crimes.

DW
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Res. No. 979

..Title

Resolution urging support for New York State legislation requiring all sex offenders to register for life.

..Body

By Council Members Vallone Jr., Avella, Gennaro, Gentile, Gonzalez, McMahon, Nelson, Sanders Jr., Gallagher, Lanza and Oddo

Whereas, In July of 1995, Governor George Pataki signed into law the Sex Offender Registration Act, New York's version of Megan's Law; and 

Whereas, Registered sex offenders in New York are classified by the risk of re-offense, with a low risk offender classified as level one, a moderate risk offender classified as level two and a high risk offender classified as level three; and

Whereas, Current state law stipulates that sex offenders registered on or after March 11, 2002 register for a minimum of 10 years unless they have been given a designation of sexual predator, sexually violent offender or predicate sex offender, for which they register for life; level one and level two sex offenders registered prior to March 11, 2002 register for 10 years while level three offenders register for life; and

Whereas, Although this vital act has significantly enhanced public access to information regarding the whereabouts of convicted sex offenders, additional measures and improvements are still necessary to provide greater protection for all New Yorkers; and

Whereas, Since the Sex Offender Registration Act, which took effect in 1996, required most offenders to register for just 10 years, more than 3,000 sex offenders on the New York State Sex Offender Registry will have their information removed by the end of 2006; and

Whereas, Scientific studies indicate that sex offenders have extremely high occurrences of re-offending, once released; and

Whereas, Recognizing the danger in allowing these potential recidivists to be removed from the registry, New York State legislators have recently introduced legislation that would require all sex offenders to register for life and would prohibit level two and level three offenders from petitioning for a change in their level of notification; and      

Whereas, States such as California, Hawaii, Missouri and South Carolina have already implemented legislation requiring each and every sex offender to register for the rest of his or her life; and

Whereas, Given the reported high rate of recidivism by convicted sex offenders released into society and the importance of safeguarding communities against such heinous crimes, state legislators must mandate lifetime registration for all sex offenders; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York urges support for New York State legislation requiring all sex offenders to register for life.

NK 05-20-05

LS# 2993

Res. No. 980

..Title

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to enact sex offense provisions similar to those adopted in Florida, as part of the Jessica Lunsford Act.

..Body

By Council Members Vallone Jr., Gennaro, Gonzalez, Nelson, Sanders Jr., Gallagher, Lanza and Oddo

Whereas, Sex-based crimes continue to be a tragic reality that challenge communities and law enforcement agencies throughout the nation and it is imperative to ensure that offenders are punished accordingly, especially those offenders whose victims are minors and children; and 

Whereas, On May 2, 2005, in response to the recent tragedies of two young girls in Florida, Governor Jeb Bush signed into state law the Jessica Lunsford Act, which strengthens punishment and monitoring of child sex abusers within the State of Florida; and

Whereas, The Act increases the penalty for lewd and lascivious molestation of a child to life in prison or a 25-year prison term and lifetime electronic supervision and requires those already convicted of sex crimes to have electronic monitoring for the remainder of their probation; and

Whereas, The Act additionally increases sexual predator/offender registration and reporting requirements; increases the period of time before a sexual predator is allowed to petition to have the sexual predator designation removed from 20 to 30 years; and designates failing to re-register as a sexual offender/predator or harboring or assisting a sexual predator/offender a third degree felony; and

Whereas, Furthermore, under the provisions of the Lunsford Act, sexual predators who murder their victims would qualify for the death penalty in capital cases; and

Whereas, Experts in the field of sexual and mental disorders, as well as numerous scientific studies, indicate that sex offenders have extremely high occurrences of re-offending, once released; and

Whereas, According to recent news reports, more than 3,000 sex offenders on the New York State Sex Offender Registry will have their information removed by the end of 2006, because the 1996 Megan’s Law required most offenders to register for just 10 years; and

Whereas, Recognizing the gravity of sex offense incidents, several New York State legislators have already sponsored numerous bills that seek to strengthen current sex offender laws; and

Whereas, The proposed pieces of legislation include a variety of provisions such as requiring electronic monitoring for any level three sex offender or sexual predator; increasing penalties and prohibitions on sex offenders; establishing additional restrictions on parole and relocation for certain sex offenders; requiring greater community notification of the presence of level three sex offenders who abuse children; eliminating or extending the statute of limitation for certain violent child sex abuse cases; the civil commitment of sexually violent predators; and lifetime registration of all sex offenders; and

Whereas, Given that current state sex offender laws are still too lenient and endanger the welfare of New York’s children, state legislators must act expeditiously on such legislation to ensure that these children are safeguarded from those who may inflict physical and emotional harm on them; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to enact sex offense provisions similar to those adopted in Florida, as part of the Jessica Lunsford Act.

NK 05-13-05
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Res. No. 1089

..Title

Resolution in support of U.S Senate bill S.1086, which improves the national program to register and monitor individuals who commit sex offenses.

..Body

By Council Members Vallone Jr., Gentile, McMahon, Monserrate, Sanders Jr. and Oddo


Whereas, Sexual offenses, particularly those committed against children, are especially vicious and those responsible for such heinous acts deserve harsh punishment and constant monitoring; and

Whereas In addition, citizens deserve easy access to sex offender information to inform themselves about predators in their communities; and  


Whereas, According to the U.S. Department of Justice, on average, child molesters were released after serving three of their seven year sentence and released sex offenders were four times more likely to be rearrested for a sex crime than non-sex offenders; and

Whereas, Under the current system of sex offender registration, there is a wide disparity among state sex offender programs, in both registration and notification procedures, creating a system that allows many sex offenders to go unnoticed after serving prison terms and remaining undetected by local authorities unless searched for in the national database maintained by the FBI; and

Whereas, Although there are currently approximately 550,000 registered sex offenders in the United States, most of these receive and serve limited sentences and roam unchecked and unknown in our communities; an estimated 100,000 sex offenders have failed to register with their respective states; and

Whereas, In New York alone, there are 21,000 registered offenders and about 7,000 more who are not registered; and

Whereas, One such case that demonstrates the urgency for such reform is Nicholas Chaney of Watertown, who served as a foster parent to more than 50 children despite his conviction in 1989 of two counts of statutory rape of a 16-year-old in Washington state; and

Whereas, On May 19, 2005, the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act was introduced in Congress that integrates more than 20 years of legislation into a comprehensive package governing the treatment of sexual offenders; and

Whereas, This bill seeks to increase and tighten tracking of sex offenders and provide standards for notifying the public about these predators by:  fully integrating Megan’s Law and the Lynchner Amendments; expanding crimes against children to include solicitation through the internet; requiring pre-release registration; biannual, in-person registration; increasing the duration for periodic registration; shortening the time to comply; requiring tax information, social security numbers, photographs and fingerprints to be provided to the registry; implementing tracking devices; maintaining a searchable statewide sex offender registry; immediate electronic notification of a sex offender’s intent to relocate; and implementing a sex offender DNA database; and  

Whereas, The Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act is endorsed by the Fraternal Order of Police, the Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, the Megan Nicole Kanka Foundation, and the Boys and Girls Clubs of North America; and


Whereas, Given the government’s responsibility to ensure protection of the most vulnerable members of society and the lack of resources devoted to enforcing current registration laws on a regular basis, reform is imperative in order for more consistency among state programs for sex offender registration and community notification; now, therefore, be it   


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York supports U.S Senate bill S.1086, which improves the national program to register and monitor individuals who commit sex offenses.
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