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RES. NO. 13:
By Council Members Perkins and Comrie; also Council Members Gerson and Clarke

SUBJECT:
Calling upon the appropriate committee of the Council of the City of New York to conduct an oversight hearing on New York city Department of Public Health’s rat abatement efforts in and around the World Trade Center site.

On June 18, 2002, the Committee on Health will hold a hearing on Resolution No. 13, which calls upon the Council to hold an oversight hearing on the New York City Department of Public Health’s rat abatement efforts in and around the World Trade Center site.   Expected to testify is the Department of Health and other concerned parties.

Res. No. 13

The September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center resulted in a rescue, recovery and subsequent demolition effort that lasted for months afterward.  Currently, the site is being readied for reconstruction. 

According to a representative from the Professional Pest Control Association of New York, construction and demolition sites are known habitats for rodents.  Demolition at a work site tends to disrupt the living environments of rats, forcing them above ground and dispersing them into the surrounding community. After demolition, construction sites often attract rats back to the site because of the exposed soil, debris and food from construction workers.

This year, Int. No. 57 (Committee on Housing and Buildings) was re-introduced which would require privately contracted construction sites performing foundation work to be kept clean and baited with rat poison and traps.  Current law only regulates publicly owned work sites or those privately owned sites where demolition is taking place.

The collapse of the Twin Towers left debris and litter, including food waste, in and around the World Trade Center area.  According to a January 19, 2002 New York Newsday article entitled “Rats on the Run; Rodents Displaced by the World Trade Center Disaster,” the movement of the earth, the noisy recovery effort and the littered streets forced the rats out of the ground in search of new shelter and nourishment.

The Newsday article also reported on an increase in the number of pest-control complaints by residents and business owners since the attacks.  An official from the Department of Health was quoted who acknowledged that rotting food was removed from a number of neighborhood restaurants and other food establishments.  Considering the amount of time that it took before many residents were able to return to their homes, it is possible that the same problem also occurred in residential buildings. 

According to a November 29, 2001 Daily News article entitled “Ground Zero Tenants in Court Fight vs. Landlords,” tenants from residential buildings around the World Trade Center site were trying to break their leases for reasons that included rodent infestation resulting from the 24-hour construction site.

According to the Department of Health, the pest control firm Terminex volunteered its services to the City, and worked with the Department’s field teams to perform circular baiting around the World Trade Center site. To date, neither the local Community Board nor the Manhattan Borough President’s office is reporting an increase in the number of rat-related complaints.  In addition, Gouveneur Hospital Center, which serves residents from lower Manhattan, has not found any increase in rat-related health problems.

However, given the number of empty storefronts and vacant buildings in the streets surrounding the World Trade Center, there is a reasonable concern that the rodent population has had substantial environmental supports (eg: food, water, harborage) which have allowed it to survive and grow. 

The purpose of this hearing is to determine what pest control techniques including inspection, rodent-proofing, population reduction, and interagency coordination have been implemented at the World Trade Center site and in the surrounding neighborhood.
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