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INTRODUCTION


On June 27, 2005, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 664.   Int. No. 664 would amend chapter 5 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-533.

BACKGROUND
The Committee will examine Int. No 664 as a means to allow hybrid electric vehicles to improve air quality and fuel conservation.  A focused review of the potential use of hybrid electric vehicles for taxicabs is especially appropriate because taxicabs operate 24 hours per day, producing an enormous amount of emissions.


The burning of fossil fuels is a major source of greenhouse gases that contribute to the growing problem of global warming.  Furthermore, while fuel prices continue to escalate, the nation and the City’s reliance on fossil fuels and foreign sources of oil have not subsided.  Therefore, it is important to consider legislation whose purpose is to encourage the use and development of hybrid electric vehicles for the purpose of increasing fuel efficiency, reducing air pollution and lowering  dependence on foreign oil.  


The New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission has promulgated rules mandating specifications for taxicabs.  These specifications, while important to passenger comfort prevent many promising alternative fuel vehicles that do not meet current minimum vehicle specifications, as set forth in its rules, from being used as taxicabs.  Currently, only 27 medallions have been bid out for alternative fuel vehicles.   However, because there is no alternative fuel vehicle that meets the Taxi and Limousine Commission’s vehicle specifications, the Commission has not closed on their alternative fuel vehicle medallions.  

Hybrid Electric Vehicles

There is a movement towards the development and use of hybrid electric vehicles  that combine the use of an efficient gasoline engine and an electric motor for fuel economy.  The electric motor powers the car at low speeds, alternating to the gas engine at highway speeds.  Hybrids combine the power of both the electric and gas engines in order to accelerate.  When braking,  the hybrid vehicle recharges the electric motor using energy that other cars waste.  Other technologies ranging from smart transmissions to idle-off starters to aerodynamic design and better materials are all additional features of the hybrids for saving fuel.
  

Hybrid electric vehicles are not dependent on the availability of specific energy-related infrastructure, such as special refueling facilities.   Hybrids also reduce fuel costs as well as pollution emissions as demonstrated in the  table below comparing a hybrid vehicle to the traditional vehicle of the same brand. 
 

	Comparison of Hybrids with All-Gasoline Cournterparts of the Same Brand

	Traditional Vehicles
	Hybrid Vehicles
	Lifetime Fuel Savings 
	Emissions Prevented 

	Toyota Camry* 

27 mpg
	2004 Toyota Prius 55 mpg
	2,275 gallons of gas or $3,640
	32 tons of  carbon dioxide

	Honda Civic DX  

33 mpg
	Honda Civic Hybrid

47 mpg
	1,091 gallons of gas $1,745
	15 tons of carbon dioxide

	Ford Escape XLT 22 mpg
	Ford Escape Hybrid 

33 mpg
	2285 gallons of gas

$3,656
	32 tons of carbon dioxide


ANALYSIS

To further the City’s policy of improving air quality and conserving fuel, this Committee is considering Int. No. 664, which would require the Taxi and Limousine Commission to identify current models of hybrid electric vehicles for use by New York City taxi drivers.  Int. No. 664 would amend chapter 5 of title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-533.    This section, entitled “Clean air taxis” would require the Taxi and Limousine Commission to approve one or more hybrid electric vehicle models for use as a taxicab within ninety days after the enactment of this law.     The bill would also require the approved vehicle to be eligible for immediate use by all current and future medallion owners, including successful bidders for medallions sold pursuant as a result of Local Law 51 of 2003.
  The bill also defines a “hybrid electric” vehicle as a commercially available mass production vehicle originally equipped by the manufacturer with a combustion engine system together with an electric propulsion system that operates in an integrated manner.
Finally, the bill would take effect immediately after its enactment.  
� Sierra Club, Hybrid Cars—Driving Solutions, www.sierraclub.org


� Sierra Club, Hybrid Cars—Driving Solutions, www.sierraclub.org


� Local Law 51 of 2003 amended Chapter 5 of Title 19 of the New York City Administrative Code by adding a new Section 19-532 with respect to additional public sales of taxicab licenses.  Paragraph b. of the law requires that of the total number of taxicab licenses issued by the commission pursuant to this new section, at least nine percent shall be issued subject to the requirement that the vehicles operated by or under agreement with the owners of these licenses either be powered by compressed natural gas or be a hybrid electric vehicle.  The Commission is exempted from this requirement if the prices which the commission is able to obtain for the issuance of licenses for these alternative fuel vehicles does not exceed ninety percent of the average price otherwise obtained by the commission for the issuance of licenses as set forth in this new section of the law.  
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