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INTRODUCTION
On April 10, 2025, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, conducted a hearing to vote on: Int. No. 1105-A, sponsored by Majority Whip Brooks-Powers, in relation to tracking progress made towards the requirements of the streets master plan; Int. No. 1114-A, sponsored by Council Member Julie Won, in relation to requiring the commissioner of transportation to create an online capital project tracker; Res. No. 59-A, sponsored by Majority Whip Brooks-Powers, calling upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to conduct a comprehensive Environmental Impact Study on the viability of the proposed QueensLink project; and Res. No. 187, sponsored by Council Member Kevin Riley, calling upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to conduct a comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Gun Hill Road Electric Bus Depot Charging Facility. 
Previous versions of Int. No. 1105-A and Int. No. 1114-A were heard at a January 21, 2025 Committee hearing entitled “DOT Capital Planning and the Future of Street Repairs.” At that hearing, the Committee received testimony from the New York City (NYC) Department of Transportation (DOT), transportation and street safety advocates, and other interested stakeholders. A previous version of Res. No. 59-A and the same version of Res. No. 187 were previously heard at a November 18, 2024 joint hearing of the Committees on Transportation and Infrastructure, Public Safety, Education, and Children and Youth entitled “Riding Safely: Addressing the Dangers of Subway Surfing.” The Committees received testimony at that hearing from the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA), the NYC Police Department, NYC Public Schools, the Department of Youth and Community Development, transportation and safety advocates, and other interested stakeholders.
On April 10, 2025, the Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure passed Int. No. 1105-A, Int. No. 1114-A, Res. No. 59-A, and Res. No. 187 by a vote of nine in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with zero abstentions.  




















BACKGROUND
New York City Department of Transportation
DOT’s mission is to provide for safe, efficient, and environmentally responsible movement of people and goods in NYC.[footnoteRef:2] The Department is tasked with improving traffic mobility throughout the City; maintaining the City’s infrastructure; encouraging mass transit use and the use of other modes of transportation other than private vehicles; and providing traffic safety educational programs.[footnoteRef:3] DOT manages an annual operating budget of $1.4 billion and a 10-year $33 billion capital program, along with 6,300 miles of streets and highways, over 12,000 miles of sidewalk, and approximately 800 bridges and tunnels.[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  NYC Department of Transportation, About DOT, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/about.shtml]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  Id. ] 

NYC’S INFRASTRUCTURE
Streets and Roads
	DOT manages thousands of miles of streets and roadways, conducting regular inspections to evaluate pavement conditions.[footnoteRef:5] Over time, roadways deteriorate from the wear and tear caused by constant use and the weather, necessitating frequent pavement condition assessments.[footnoteRef:6] DOT then assigns ratings based on the overall condition on the streets. Once reviewed, DOT addresses specific problems encountered, either through street resurfacing or street reconstruction.[footnoteRef:7] Furthermore, DOT is responsible for the implementation of street improvement projects, which add to the safety and accessibility of streets, including: [5:  NYC Department of Transportation, Infrastructure-Street and Roadway Construction, available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/construction.shtml ]  [6:  Id. ]  [7:  Id. ] 

· Street Construction, which includes pothole repair, milling and repaving, and full reconstruction of streets;[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  NYC Department of Transportation, Infrastructure, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/infrastructure.shtml ] 

· Capital Street Projects, which often include full reconstruction of the sewer pipes, the roadbed and sidewalks; [footnoteRef:9] [9:  Id. ] 

· Resiliency projects, which includes addressing threats from storm surge and extreme heat;[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Id.] 

· Sidewalk repair and maintenance, which is used to ensure sidewalks are safe for pedestrians and helps prevent injuries caused by defective sidewalks;[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Id.] 

· Traffic Signals and Street Signs, which are used to ensure less congestion and more safety for all road users;[footnoteRef:12] and  [12:  Id.] 

· Street Lights, which provide lighting for road users, with DOT being a leader in using sustainable street lighting, having retrofitted almost all of NYC’s street lights with energy-efficient LEDs.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Id. ] 

Street Resurfacing 
To address problems like potholes, cracking, hummocks (where asphalt is pushed-up in a wave-like condition), bumps and patches of streets cuts, DOT utilizes street resurfacing. Overall, this process, which takes less than a month to complete, is less expensive than other measures but is a short-term method of maintaining roads.[footnoteRef:14] To conduct street resurfacing, DOT removes the top-layer of asphalt pavements, a process known as milling, and replaces it with a new layer of asphalt.[footnoteRef:15] Once a street is resurfaced by DOT, it is classified as a “protected street” for 5 years, which prevents the issuance of street opening permits, except for emergency work.[footnoteRef:16]  [14:  Id. ]  [15:  NYC Department of Transportation, Motorists and Parking-Weekly Resurfacing Schedule, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/resurfintro.shtml ]  [16:  NYC Department of Transportation, Infrastructure-Street and Roadway Construction, available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/construction.shtml] 

DOT has implemented sustainable street resurfacing techniques into its resurfacing program, and is a national leader in the use of recycled asphalt pavement (RAP).[footnoteRef:17] RAP utilizes old paving materials removed by the City during the milling process of street resurfacing.[footnoteRef:18] Through a reprocessing procedure, this milled material is reconstituted with new material and used to pave City streets.[footnoteRef:19] This process is being applied at DOT’s two in-house plants, which has allowed DOT to produce asphalt with an average of 40% RAP content.[footnoteRef:20] Moreover, RAP use has enabled DOT to avoid approximately 2 million miles worth of truck trips that it would normally need to carry milled asphalt to landfills.[footnoteRef:21]  [17:  NYC Department of Transportation, Motorists and Parking-Sustainable Street Resurfacing, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/sustainablepaving.shtml ]  [18:  Id. ]  [19:  Id.]  [20:  Id. ]  [21:  Id.] 

In addition to RAP, DOT utilizes warm mix technology, which only requires heating asphalt to 250 degrees rather than the 300 degrees required for traditional asphalt.[footnoteRef:22] This technology allows asphalt to be applied at cooler temperatures and decreases emissions, fumes, and odors from resurfacing work sites and asphalt plants.[footnoteRef:23] Furthermore, it reduces the total amount of energy required for asphalt manufacturing and increases DOT’s ability to pave throughout the year, even during the winter season.[footnoteRef:24] The ability to pave longer and through the colder months means that DOT can improve more roads, improve response time for pothole repairs, expand job opportunities, and improve the general maintenance of the City’s streets.[footnoteRef:25] [22:  Id.]  [23:  Id. ]  [24:  Id.  ]  [25:  Id. ] 

	DOT has also been piloting the use of recycled tire rubber in asphalt mixes for streets that experience heavy traffic loads in residential neighborhoods.[footnoteRef:26] First launched in 2014, this process incorporates about 2,000 used tires into every paved mile, increases pavement durability, reduces noise pollution caused by vehicles, and decreases the amount and severity of pothole formations.[footnoteRef:27] Overall, this process reduces the amount of rubber, which is a pollutant that does not decompose and ends up in landfills.[footnoteRef:28] [26:  Id. ]  [27:  Id. ]  [28:  Id.] 

	Finally, in 2022, DOT implemented recycled plastic waste technology to enhance the performance of conventional hot mix asphalt in Staten Island.[footnoteRef:29] Using petroleum-based plastic waste, DOT paved 3 test strips using 10,395 pounds of recycled plastic waste content and 40% RAP.[footnoteRef:30] As a result, DOT was able to recycle the equivalent of 214,535 plastic bottles and reduced carbon dioxide emissions by about 16,128 pounds.[footnoteRef:31] DOT is currently monitoring the performance of this pavement, and if successful, recycled plastic waste technology will be included in standard asphalt mixes.[footnoteRef:32] [29:  Id. ]  [30:  Id. ]  [31:  Id. ]  [32:  Id. ] 



Street Reconstruction
	To address severe issues related to a street’s condition and design, DOT utilizes full street reconstruction, a process that provides long-term upgrades to roadways and their underlying infrastructure.[footnoteRef:33] This process replaces the roadway below the street’s surface and usually includes reconstructing the street’s curbs and sidewalks.[footnoteRef:34] Reconstruction further includes: realigning the street to improve safety or operations; changing the grading to improve storm water flow; adding, upgrading, or relocating underground utilities; relocating traffic signals and streets lights; and adding street trees or pedestrian ramps.[footnoteRef:35] This work is implemented by the NYC Department of Design and Construction (DDC) on behalf of DOT; however, broad coordination is necessary between multiple City and State agencies, utility companies, and local communities.[footnoteRef:36] Generally, it takes between 3 and 5 years to complete street reconstruction work, and once the project is finished, the street is designated a “protected street,” as noted above.[footnoteRef:37] [33:  NYC Department of Transportation, Infrastructure-Street and Roadway Construction, available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/construction.shtml]  [34:  Id. ]  [35:  Id. ]  [36:  Id. ]  [37:  Id. ] 

	Capital street projects are part of street reconstruction.[footnoteRef:38] These projects are major, longer-term street reconstruction projects that keep the City’s infrastructure in a state of good repair.[footnoteRef:39] Overall, these projects can range from milling and repaving to full reconstruction of the roadbed, sidewalks, sewer and water pipes, and other utilities.[footnoteRef:40] Moreover, they may include implementing traffic calming measures, public plazas, school safety measures, greenways, Select Bus Service infrastructure, bulkheads, and retaining walls.[footnoteRef:41] The Street Design Manual, NYC’s resource for street design standards, guidelines, and policies, is used as the guide for the design of these projects, and these projects are initiated through community input, demonstrated need, and outside funding opportunities.[footnoteRef:42] DOT and DDC on DOT’s behalf plan, fund and initiate the capital program and thus, projects, but they also partner with other Federal, State, and City agencies.[footnoteRef:43]  [38:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure-Capital Street Projects, available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/capital-projects.shtml]  [39:  Id. ]  [40:  Id. ]  [41:  Id.]  [42:  Id. ]  [43:  Id. ] 

Bridges and Tunnels
	Bridges and tunnels provide New Yorkers and those from out-of-state a way to travel within and outside of NYC, spurring economic activity, as well as providing necessary goods and services to the region. DOT owns, operates, and maintains 789 bridges and tunnels, including the Brooklyn, Ed Koch Queensboro, Manhattan, and Williamsburg Bridges, 24 movable bridges, and 4 vehicular tunnels throughout NYC.[footnoteRef:44] While there are no tolls on bridges operated by DOT, some roadway bridges and tunnels are under the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) or Port Authority of New York and New Jersey (PANYNJ) and collect tolls.[footnoteRef:45] These tolled bridges and tunnels managed by MTA and PANYNJ include the following: Bronx-Whitestone Bridge, Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel, Cross Bay Veterans Memorial Bridge, Henry Hudson Bridge, High Bridge, Marine Parkway-Gil Hodges Memorial Bridge, Queens Midtown Tunnel, Throgs Neck Bridge, Robert F. Kennedy (Triborough) Bridge, Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, Bayonne Bridge, George Washington Bridge, Goethals Bridge, Holland Tunnel, Lincoln Tunnel, and Outerbridge Crossing.[footnoteRef:46] In addition, the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), NYC Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), and Amtrak operate bridges and tunnels within the City that are outside the jurisdiction of DOT.[footnoteRef:47] [44:  NYC Department of Transportation, Bridges, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/bridges.shtml]  [45:  Id.  ]  [46:  Id.]  [47:  Id. ] 

To preserve its portfolio of bridges, DOT executes bridge construction projects that range from preventative maintenance to installing entirely new bridges.[footnoteRef:48] Major construction projects currently taking place include the following:  [48:  Id.] 

· Reconstruction and replacement of the Belt Parkway Bridges, which began in 2009 after the bridges began to outlive their useful lives;[footnoteRef:49] [49:  Id. ] 

· Replacement and rehabilitation of the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway (BQE), which requires DOT to fix approximately 1.5 miles of the BQE/I-278 in Brooklyn, including the 0.4-mile long triple-cantilever structure;[footnoteRef:50]  [50:  Id.] 

· Rehabilitation of John Finley Walk, which will have structural repairs to the underside of the deck, repaired walls along the road, replaced concrete girders, upgraded drainage, even surfaces, replaced pedestrian railings, and replaced street lights;[footnoteRef:51] and  [51:  Id. ] 

· Rehabilitation of the Riverside Drive Viaduct over West 158th Street, which would replace the bridge deck, sidewalks, and expansion joints, rehabilitate the steel framing, and remove the superstructure encasement.[footnoteRef:52]  [52:  Id. ] 



STREET SAFETY IN NYC
Vision Zero
Since 2014, NYC has instituted Vision Zero, a citywide initiative that operates to improve the safety of its streets throughout every neighborhood and in every borough.[footnoteRef:53] First launched under former Mayor Bill de Blasio, the initiative includes: expanded enforcement against dangerous moving violations, such as speeding and failing to yield to pedestrians; new street designs and configurations; broad public outreach and communication; and a legislative agenda to increase penalties for dangerous drivers.[footnoteRef:54] The main premise behind Vision Zero is the belief that deaths and serious injuries in traffic incidents are not inevitable “accidents,” but preventable crashes that can be reduced through engineering, enforcement, and education.[footnoteRef:55] Traffic fatalities in NYC have fallen significantly since 1990, from 701 in 1990 to 381 in 2000 to an all-time low of 202 in 2018, with traffic deaths in NYC having fallen by a third when comparing 2018 with the year before Vision Zero began.[footnoteRef:56]  [53:  NYC, Vision Zero, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/content/visionzero/pages/]  [54:  Id.  ]  [55:  Id. ]  [56:  NYC Department of Transportation and Police Department, Vision Zero Accomplishments 2018, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/vz-accomplishments-core-outputs-2018.pdf ] 

Although the data through 2018 is encouraging, the citywide initiative has received criticism due to an increase in deaths occurring on City streets over the last several years. Overall, traffic fatalities have increased annually from an average of 231 in the first 5 years of the Vision Zero program to an average of 250 in the following 5-year period.[footnoteRef:57] In 2023, there were 265 traffic fatalities, an increase of 63 people when compared to the all-time Vision Zero-era low of 202 in 2018.[footnoteRef:58] Additionally, 2023 saw a record number of cyclist fatalities in the Vision Zero era.[footnoteRef:59] As of December 30, 2024, there were 251 traffic fatalities for 2024.[footnoteRef:60] In 2024, there was a nearly 18% increase in pedestrian deaths, from 119 through December 30, 2024, compared to 101 during the same period in 2023.[footnoteRef:61]  [57:  The New York Times, Lola Fadulu, ‘Walkable’ New York City Became Deadlier for Pedestrians in 2024, January1, 2025, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/01/nyregion/walkable-new-york-city-became-deadlier-for-pedestrians-in-2024.html ]  [58:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [59:  Transportation Alternatives,  New York City Experiences Deadliest First Quarter in Vision Zero History, New Data from Transportation Alternatives and Families for Safe Streets Shows, April 25, 2024, available at https://transalt.org/press-releases/new-york-city-experiences-deadliest-first-quarter-in-vision-zero-history-new-data-from-transportation-alternatives-and-families-for-safe-streets-shows#:~:text=This%20data%20comes%20after%202023,the%20onset%20of%20Vision%20Zero ]  [60:  The New York Times, Lola Fadulu, ‘Walkable’ New York City Became Deadlier for Pedestrians in 2024, January1, 2025, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/01/nyregion/walkable-new-york-city-became-deadlier-for-pedestrians-in-2024.html]  [61:  Id. ] 

Some advocates note that a lack of safety infrastructure could be a cause for the increase in traffic fatalities since 2018, and the administration of Mayor Eric Adams has been criticized for its slowness on following through on promises to build bus and bicycle lanes.[footnoteRef:62] During the first half of 2024, of the incidents in which pedestrians were killed at an intersection, 92% of those intersections had no daylighting measures at all, and 100% of those intersections lacked physical daylighting to stop drivers from parking all the way to the crosswalk.[footnoteRef:63] Eighty-three percent of cyclists were killed on streets without protected bicycle infrastructure and 66% were killed on streets without any bicycle infrastructure at all.[footnoteRef:64] In addition, traffic safety advocates have noted that the increase in traffic fatalities could also be driven by an increase in vehicle weights and sizes.[footnoteRef:65] [62:  Id.]  [63:  Transportation Alternatives, New York City Experiences Deadliest First Six Months in Vision Zero History, New Analysis from Transportation Alternatives and Families for Safe Streets Shows, July 23, 2024, available at https://transalt.org/press-releases/new-york-city-experiences-deadliest-first-six-months-in-vision-zero-history-new-analysis-from-transportation-alternatives-and-families-for-safe-streets-shows    ]  [64:  Id.]  [65:  The New York Times, Lola Fadulu, ‘Walkable’ New York City Became Deadlier for Pedestrians in 2024, January1, 2025, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/01/nyregion/walkable-new-york-city-became-deadlier-for-pedestrians-in-2024.html] 

The Streets Plan 
The City Council has supported the goal of Vision Zero through the passage of numerous local laws, including: enacting street design checklist legislation, which allows the City to better plan street space;[footnoteRef:66] enacting truck side guard legislation, which accelerated deadlines for side guard implementation in the City fleet and for trade waste hauling vehicles by a year, and requires that side guards on any large vehicle used to fulfill a certain City contracts; [footnoteRef:67] and enacting citywide speed limits, lowering New York City’s default speed limit to 25 miles per hour.[footnoteRef:68] Moreover, following a significant increase in cyclist fatalities, the Council passed Local Law 195 of 2019, also known as the Streets Plan or the Transportation Master Plan, which created a plan to dedicate over $1.7 billion in funding to significantly increase the City’s transportation infrastructure.[footnoteRef:69]  [66:  See Local Law 121 of 2019, available at  https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3332126&GUID=D3EB88BA-D4A1-4D15-8F1D-1FCC79B13022&Options=ID|Text|&Search=121 ]  [67:  See Local Law 108 of 2021, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4197175&GUID=8029356C-D183-44E8-BDD9-F27FF87B4806&Options=ID|Text|&Search=108 ]  [68:  See Local Law 54 of 2014, available at  https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=1903330&GUID=45680087-FF36-4C17-9073-926FB4BCE903&Options=ID|Text|&Search=54 ]  [69:  See Local Law 195 of 2019, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3954291&GUID=D37BA0B0-9AB6-434B-A82E-E49A7895A1A4&Options=ID|Text|&Search=195 ] 

	Local Law 195 of 2019 was passed in October 2019 by the Council to expand the City’s biking, bus, and pedestrian safety infrastructure through the issuance and implementation of a plan, to be updated every 5 years.[footnoteRef:70] According to the legislation, the Plan’s goals are to prioritize the safety of all street users, the use of mass transit, the reduction of vehicle emissions, and access for individuals with disabilities.[footnoteRef:71] The first 5-year plan was due in December 2021 and included the following mandates: [70:  Id. ]  [71:  Id. ] 

· 150 miles of physically or camera-protected bus lanes over 5 years, with at least 20 miles in the first year and 30 miles during each subsequent year;
· Transit signal priority at 750 intersections during the first year and 1,000 intersections during each subsequent year;
· 250 miles of protected bike lanes over 5 years, with at least 30 miles in the first year and 50 miles in each subsequent year;
· Bus stop upgrades, such as benches, shelters, and real-time passenger information at 500 bus stops each year;
· Redesigning at least 2,000 signalized intersections over 5 years, with at least 400 redesigns each year;
· Accessible pedestrian signals at no fewer than 2,500 intersections, with at least 500 installations each year; 
· Assessing and amending commercial loading zones and truck routes;
· Developing parking policies to promote the Street Plan’s goals of safety, mass transit use, reduced vehicle emissions, and access for individuals with disabilities; and
· Within the first 2 years, creating and maintaining one million square feet of pedestrian space.[footnoteRef:72] [72:  Id. ] 

The next Streets Plan, due in FY 2026, requires the completion of a connected bike lane network (which means every City resident will live within one mile of the Streets Plan bike network); installation of physically- or camera-protected bus lanes on all bus routes where they can be installed; installation of accessible pedestrian signals at no fewer than 2,500 intersections over 5 years; installation of bus stop upgrades at all bus stops; redesign of at least 2,000 intersections over 5 years, and installation of pedestrian ramps at no fewer than 3,000 street corners by FY 2031.[footnoteRef:73] The law also requires reporting in February of each year providing an update on any changes to the Streets Plan and the progress towards achieving the benchmarks laid out in the plan.[footnoteRef:74] Finally, DOT is required to conduct a public education campaign on the benefits of each Streets Plan.[footnoteRef:75] [73:  Id.]  [74:  Id.]  [75:  Id.] 

When Local Law 195 of 2019 was first passed, the Streets Plan included street improvements that the Council estimated would require $1.7 billion in funding over 10 years.[footnoteRef:76] The Council estimated that achieving the first 5-year Streets Plan minimum mandates would require $376.7 million in expense funding between FY 2022 and FY 2026 and that achieving the second 5-year plan minimum mandates would require $545.5 million in expense funding between FY 2027 and FY 2031.[footnoteRef:77] In addition, achieving the first 5-year plan minimum mandates would require $251.6 million in capital funding between FY 2022 and FY 2026 and achieving the second 5-year plan minimum mandates would require $545.5 million in capital funding between FY 2027 and FY 2031.[footnoteRef:78]  [76:  See NYC Council, Council’s Fiscal Impact Statement of Int. No. 1557-A, available at https://council.nyc.gov/budget/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2022/04/Fiscal-2023-Preliminary-Budget-Response-.pdf]  [77:  See Local Law 195 of 2019, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3954291&GUID=D37BA0B0-9AB6-434B-A82E-E49A7895A1A4&Options=ID|Text|&Search=195]  [78:  Id.] 

	In the Council’s FY 2023 Preliminary Budget Response, the Council called on the Administration to provide an additional $3.1 billion in funding to further enhance the Streets Plan, to provide funding for at least 500 lane miles of new protected bus-only lanes, and to include funding for 40 lane miles of car-free busways.[footnoteRef:79] The Council called on Mayor Adams to expand the Streets Plan to require at least 500 lane miles of protected bike lanes and dedicate 38 million square feet of open pedestrian space, so that every New Yorker lives within a quarter mile of a protected bike lane.[footnoteRef:80] In response, the Administration provided an additional $53.3 million in expense funding in the FY 2023 Adopted Budget and an additional $585.6 million in capital funding was included between FY 2022 and FY 2026.[footnoteRef:81]  [79:  See NYC Council, Council’s Fiscal 2023 Preliminary Budget Response, available at https://council.nyc.gov/budget/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2022/04/Fiscal-2023-Preliminary-Budget-Response-.pdf ]  [80:  Id.]  [81:  See NYC Council, Council’s Report on the FY 2024 Preliminary Budget Plan and FY 2023 Mayor’s Preliminary Management Report for the Department of Transportation, available at https://council.nyc.gov/budget/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2023/03/DOT-1.pdf ] 

	In 2024, DOT published the NYC Streets Plan Update.[footnoteRef:82] In it, DOT noted that they made “significant progress toward the Streets Plan in 2023.”[footnoteRef:83] The following chart details DOT’s progress regarding Local Law 195’s mandated benchmarks, with notable mandates not being met: [82:  NYC Department of Transportation, NYC Streets Plan Update 2024, available for download at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/nyc-streets-plan-update-2024.pdf ]  [83:  Id. ] 

[image: ]
(This chart provides an update on Streets Plan targets and completed benchmarks for 2022 and 2023, and includes 2022-2026 average per year benchmark targets.)
More recently, in 2025, DOT released an update on the Streets Plan.[footnoteRef:84] DOT is still not meeting the legally mandated benchmarks of Local Law 195, as reported in the chart below:  [84:  NYC Department of Transportation, NYC Streets Plan Update 2025, available for download at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/nyc-streets-plan-update-2025.pdf ] 

(This chart provides an update on Streets Plan targets and completed benchmarks for 2023 and 2024, and includes 2022-2026 average per year benchmark targets.)
QUEENSLINK PROJECT
	The QueensLink Project looks to extend service on the New York City Transit M Train from Rego Park to the Rockaways to connect communities southern Queens to the rest of the City.[footnoteRef:85] The project includes four new stations with transfers to the A, J/Z, EFR, and 7 trains, along with the Long Island Rail Road, and creates up to 33 acres of new parks and protected bike paths along the right-of-way.[footnoteRef:86] The project looks to reduce the long commutes that residents of southern Queens face, and reduce car congestion and emissions through the creation of a sustainable, cost-effective transit corridor.[footnoteRef:87]  [85:  QueensLink, The Plan, available at https://thequeenslink.org/the-plan/ ]  [86:  Id. ]  [87:  Id. ] 

It is estimated that the QueensLink Project will provide subway access for at least 47,000 daily riders.[footnoteRef:88] In addition, based on similar projects, QueensLink believes that it could create up to 150,000 new jobs, $13 billion in personal income from new economic opportunities, and $75 billion in property value along the route.[footnoteRef:89] Notably, the MTA released their Rockaway Beach Branch reactivation feasibility study, which found that restoring service on the line is possible, but the cost estimate would be between $6 and $8 billion.[footnoteRef:90] QueensLink performed their own study estimating that this cost would be $3.4 to $3.7 billion.[footnoteRef:91] [88:  Id. ]  [89:  QueensLink, The Plan, The Report, available at https://thequeenslink.org/the-report/ ]  [90:  Id. ]  [91:  Id. ] 

GUN HILL ROAD BUS DEPOT CHARGING FACILITY
	The property related to the MTA’s Gun Hill Road Bus Depot Charging Facility was acquired by the MTA in the mid 1980’s by condemnation, for the purpose of building a large bus depot serving the Bronx.[footnoteRef:92] Due to time constraints from the MTA, the depot that was originally built was smaller than envisioned, and the remaining property was leased as a golf driving range as interim use, and to the little league nonprofit.[footnoteRef:93] In 2012, the NYC Economic Development Corporation led a request for proposals (RFPs) of the development site to generate capital funds, which ended the use of the area for a golf driving range.[footnoteRef:94] In 2019, the contract to sell the property expired and did not move forward.[footnoteRef:95] During this time, the MTA began developing the property to allow for MTA’s bus operations to convert from diesel to electric power, with the property being the main area for electrification of the MTA’s Bronx bus fleet.[footnoteRef:96] A new RFP was released to have the selected developer fund the construction of an electric bus charging facility on this property.[footnoteRef:97] In July of 2023, the MTA announced that Madison Capital had been approved by the MTA Board to redevelop the property and build out the electric bus charging facility.[footnoteRef:98] This will be the first electric bus charging facility in the Bronx and will help the MTA meet its zero-emissions bus fleet goal by 2040.[footnoteRef:99] [92:  MTA, Press Releases, MTA Board Selects Developer for State-of-the-Art Bronx Electric Bus Charging Facility, available at https://www.mta.info/press-release/mta-board-selects-developer-state-of-art-bronx-electric-bus-charging-facility ]  [93:  Id. ]  [94:  Id. ]  [95:  Id. ]  [96:  Id. ]  [97:  Id. ]  [98:  Id. ]  [99:  Id. ] 


LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Int. No. 1105-A

This bill would require the Department of Transportation, as part of its annual streets plan update, to provide a description of all projects planned for that year that will contribute to the requirements of the streets master plan, and the contribution each project will make to those requirements. The Department would also be required to provide updates three times a year about the progress of each streets plan project including the actual and estimated start and completion dates, community board presentations if applicable, project funding, and whether any delays or cost overruns have occurred, and additionally provide monthly updates about the current status of projects in the construction phase. 
This bill will take effect one year and 180 days after it becomes law.

Int. No. 1114-A

This bill would require the Commissioner of Transportation to create and maintain an online capital project tracker on the Department of Transportation’s website, to be updated three times a year, which provides detailed information on each pending public-facing capital project under DOT’s jurisdiction. This tracker would not include any capital projects undertaken by DOT to address specific benchmarks included in any streets master plan issued by DOT under section 19-199.1 of the Administrative Code.
This bill would take effect on the same date that a local law for the year 2025 amending the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to tracking progress made towards the requirements of the streets master plan, as proposed in introduction number 1105-A, takes effect. 
Res. No. 59-A

	This resolution would call upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to conduct a comprehensive Environmental Impact Study on the viability of the proposed QueensLink project. QueensLink. 
Res. No. 187

	Res. No. 187 would call upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to conduct a comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Gun Hill Road Electric Bus Depot Charging Facility. 

UPDATE
On April 10, 2025, the Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure passed Int. No. 1105-A, Int. No. 1114-A, Res. No. 59-A, and Res. No. 187 by a vote of nine in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with zero abstentions.  
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Int. No. 1105-A
 
By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Won, Hanif, Ayala, Louis, Schulman, Banks, Sanchez, Narcisse, Nurse, Brewer, Hudson, Abreu and Ariola
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to tracking progress made towards the requirements of the streets master plan
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
                     Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-199.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new definitions of “benchmark project” and “department capital project” in alphabetical order to read as follows:
                     Benchmark project. The term “benchmark project” means a department capital project that would contribute towards achieving a benchmark required to be achieved by subdivision c of this section.
                     Department capital project. The term “department capital project” means a capital construction project for which funds have been appropriated in a capital budget, regardless of whether work on such project has commenced, that is within the jurisdiction of the department, but does not include projects that are exclusively to acquire, maintain, replace, or supplement infrastructure, or assets, not used by the general public.
§ 2. Paragraph 2 of subdivision d of section 19-199.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 160 for the year 2023, is amended to read as follows:
2. By February 1, 2023 and by each February 1 thereafter, the department shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council and post on the department's website an update regarding any changes to the plan from the previous year, the bicycle lane network coverage index, and the status of the implementation of each benchmark identified in such plan, including but not limited to those benchmarks listed in subdivision c of this section. [Such information] Each such update shall include [a]:
(i) A data set for such information containing data on geographic feature boundaries, as represented by points, lines, or polygons[. In addition, each report due beginning];
(ii) A description of each benchmark project the department expects to complete during the year in which such update is submitted, and the progress each such benchmark project is expected to contribute towards the relevant benchmark described in subdivision c of this section; and
(iii) Beginning February 1, 2028 [shall include], the bicycle connectivity index for the previous year and [describe] a description of the installation of traffic infrastructure during the previous year in the underserved neighborhood tabulation areas identified in the most recent master plan.
§ 3. Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 12 to read as follows:
CHAPTER 12
CAPITAL PROJECT TRACKING
§ 19-1201 Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings:
Benchmark. The term “benchmark” means a benchmark as set forth in subdivision c of section 19-199.1.
Benchmark project. The term “benchmark project” has the same meaning as such term is defined in section 19-199.1.
Department capital project. The term “department capital project” has the same meaning as such term is defined in section 19-199.1.
Major transportation project. The term “major transportation project” has the same meaning as such term is defined in section 19-101.2.
Project liaison. The term “project liaison” means a department email address or email address for the department of design and construction that a person may contact with questions about the status of a department capital project and to receive updates regarding such a project.
§ 19-1202 Benchmark and non-benchmark project tracking. a. For each benchmark project, the department shall post on its website, and update three times per year, except where indicated otherwise, at least the following information:
1. A description of the benchmark project, including its location, indicating a street address if applicable, community district, and borough, and a finalized design of such benchmark project developed by or on behalf of the department if one exists, unless the commissioner determines that including such design may be a security risk;
2. The benchmark that the benchmark project would contribute towards achieving, and the progress such benchmark project is expected to contribute towards such benchmark;
3. The agency responsible for the benchmark project and the project liaison;
4. For a benchmark project that is a major transportation project, a link to the street design checklist required by section 19-182.2;
5. The actual or estimated start date and completion date, if any, of each phase of the benchmark project, and a visual or numerical representation of the amount of work completed on such benchmark project compared against the total amount of work required to complete such benchmark project;
6. Updated each month, the current status of the benchmark project, including but not limited to whether such benchmark project is in the design, procurement, or construction phase, and, for the construction phase, the percent complete as indicated by the amount of money spent;
7. A description of any phase of the benchmark project that is delayed and the reason for such delay;
8. If commencement of the benchmark project requires presentation to a community board, the date of the presentation, if available, and a copy of any materials presented to such community board after such presentation is made;
9. Information about the funding for the benchmark project including identification of whether the funding comes from a city or non-city source, the total amount of funds allocated to such benchmark project or, when applicable, a range of the amount of funds available for such benchmark project, and the amount of funds already expended;
10. Publicly available information about contractors or other vendors providing services on the benchmark project, and on all procurements and contracts associated with such project, or a link to a website where such publicly available information may be found; and
11. Any actual cost overruns for each phase of the benchmark project, and the reason for such cost overrun.
§ 4. This local law takes effect 1 year and 180 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 1114-A
 
By Council Members Won, Brooks-Powers, Hanif, Banks, Ayala, Louis, Schulman, Brannan, Sanchez, Narcisse, Nurse, Brewer, Hudson and Ariola
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the commissioner of transportation to create an online capital project tracker
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Section 19-1201 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by a local law for the year 2025 amending the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to tracking progress made towards the requirements of the streets master plan, as proposed in introduction number 1105-A, is amended by adding a new definition of “non-benchmark project” in alphabetical order to read as follows:
Non-benchmark project. The term “non-benchmark project” means a department capital project that is not a benchmark project.
§ 2. Section 19-1202 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by a local law for the year 2025 amending the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to tracking progress made towards the requirements of the streets master plan, as proposed in introduction number 1105-A, is amended by adding a new subdivision b to read as follows:
b. For each non-benchmark project, the department shall post on its website, and update three times per year, at least the following information:
1. A description of the non-benchmark project, including its location, indicating a street address if applicable, community district, and borough, and a finalized design of such non-benchmark project developed by or on behalf of the department if one exists, unless the commissioner determines that including such design may be a security risk;
2. The agency responsible for the non-benchmark project and the project liaison;
3. For a non-benchmark project that is a major transportation project, a link to the street design checklist required by section 19-182.2;
4. The actual or estimated start date and completion date, if any, of each phase of the non-benchmark project, and a visual or numerical representation of the amount of work completed on such non-benchmark project compared against the total amount of work required to complete such non-benchmark project;
5. The current status of the non-benchmark project, including but not limited to whether such non-benchmark project is in the design, procurement, or construction phase, and, for the construction phase, the percent complete as indicated by the amount of money spent;
6. A description of any phase of the non-benchmark project that is delayed and the reason for such delay;
7. If commencement of the non-benchmark project requires presentation to a community board, the date of the presentation, if available, and a copy of any materials presented to such community board after such presentation is made;
8. Information about the funding for the non-benchmark project including identification of whether the funding comes from a city or non-city source, the total amount of funds allocated to such non-benchmark project or, when applicable, a range of the amount of funds available for such non-benchmark project, and the amount of funds already expended;
9. Publicly available information about contractors or other vendors providing services on the non-benchmark project, and on all procurements and contracts associated with such project, or a link to a website where such publicly available information may be found; and
10. Any actual cost overruns for each phase of the non-benchmark project, and the reason for such cost overrun.
§ 3. This local law takes effect on the same date that a local law for the year 2025 amending the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to tracking progress made towards the requirements of the streets master plan, as proposed in introduction number 1105-A, takes effect.
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Res. No. 59-A

..Title
Resolution calling upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to conduct a comprehensive Environmental Impact Study on the viability of the proposed QueensLink project.  
..Body

By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Holden, Ariola and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

Whereas, The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) is the entity in New York State (NYS) responsible for providing the public transit needs of its residents, including operating service locally through New York City Transit and the Long Island Rail Road (LIRR); and  
Whereas, There are several neighborhoods in New York City (NYC or the City), particularly in areas of the Borough of Queens, that have limited subway access and are considered transit or subway deserts: and  
Whereas, According to a recent report published by the Office of the NYS Comptroller, the use of public transit in NYC fosters foot traffic and economic activity in and around travel hubs, neighborhood stations and bus stops, and improves the affordability of living in the City by reducing the need for personal vehicles; and 
Whereas, One proposal, being advanced by a not-for-profit organization dedicated to that purpose, seeks to add an additional public transit option in the City through the 3.5-mile-long transit and park corridor project called QueensLink, which would connect northern and southern Queens; and 
Whereas, The proposed QueensLink would run along the corridor formerly known as the Rockaway Beach Branch (RBB), which is a segment of a former LIRR rail line that has not been in use since 1962; and 
Whereas, Under the current proposal, QueensLink would extend service on the New York City Transit M Train from Rego Park to the Rockaways, offering local residents a more direct route from Southern Queens into Midtown Manhattan, and potentially serving an estimated thirty-nine thousand to forty-seven thousand daily riders; and 
Whereas, Proponents of the QueensLink proposal argue that an MTA investment of more than $3 billion in this project would create up to 150,000 new jobs, result in a $13 billion increase in personal income, and potentially increase property values along the corridor by up to $75 billion; and 
Whereas, The proposal for QueensLink also includes up to thirty-three acres of space for parks, trails or newly created farmer’s markets alongside and underneath the railroad tracks; and 
Whereas, In August 2022, 17 City, State, and Federal officials from Queens signed on to a letter of support asking the Governor and the Mayor to fund an Environmental Impact Study for the QueensLink proposal; now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, calls upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to conduct a comprehensive Environmental Impact Study on the viability of the proposed QueensLink project.   
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Res. No. 187
 
Resolution calling upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to conduct a comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Gun Hill Road Electric Bus Depot Charging Facility.
 
By Council Members Riley, Stevens, Feliz, Salaam, Farías, Williams, Ossé, Banks and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)
 
Whereas, The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA or the Authority) is the largest transportation system in the United States, including the nation’s largest bus fleet; and
Whereas, In an effort to help slow climate change and serve as a model for other diesel fleet operators, MTA has committed to replacing and transforming its entire bus fleet of 5,800 vehicles with zero-emission vehicles by 2040; and
Whereas, By adopting a zero-emission bus fleet by 2040, MTA buses could avoid over 500,000 metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions every year and provide New Yorkers with quieter, exhaust-free bus rides; and
Whereas, As part of MTA’s transition to zero-emission bus fleet, the Authority will focus on in-depot charging using high-capacity chargers and through exploring on-site battery storage and solar power generation; and
Whereas, According to the Authority’s 2023 MTA Zero-Emission Transition Plan, a significant number of bus depots are expected to require major modifications and upgrades to accommodate zero-emission buses, and MTA may need to expand, reconstruct, or acquire new facilities; and
Whereas, In March 2022, MTA released a Request for Proposals (RFP) to facilitate the development of an electric bus depot charging facility on Gun Hill road, at 1910 Bartow Avenue, in the Baychester neighborhood of the Bronx; and
Whereas, MTA acquired the selected property in the mid-1980s by condemnation, for the purpose of constructing a large bus depot serving residents of the Bronx, however, due to budget constraints a smaller bus depot was constructed on part of the site; and
Whereas, In July 2023, MTA announced that Madison Capital had been approved by the MTA Board to redevelop the 550,000 square-foot MTA-owned site; and
Whereas, According to the MTA, Madison Capital will fund the construction of the MTA facility and pay substantial ground rent towards MTA capital needs; and
Whereas, According to the Bronx Times, Madison Capital’s lease will last 99 years, with the company expected to pay rent with revenue generated from the development; and
Whereas, According to MTA spokesperson Eugene Resnick, Madison Capital will develop the site into an industrial facility focused on “sustainable urban development with uses that will complement MTA’s electric vehicle charging facility”; and
Whereas, According to Community Board 12 district manager George Torres, the Community Board was not approached by the MTA about the plan; and
Whereas, There have been concerns from residents surrounding the proposed site about the effects the new bus depot will have on residents and schools in the area, and concerns whether the area will face any significant construction disruptions; and
Whereas, In 2012, prior to MTA’s current plan for the site, the City’s Economic Development Corporation issued an RFP for the development of the property into a 400,000 square foot shopping center and housing complex, but the project was nixed by the City Council in 2017, and the plan expired in 2019; and
Whereas, In 2014, the City conducted an Environmental Assessment Statement (EAS) for the planned development of this location and determined that the then-proposed project required the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS); and
Whereas, An EIS is a government document that outlines the impact of a proposed project on its surrounding environment and analyzes how a proposed project will affect housing stock, businesses, property values, local transportation, and noise levels; and
Whereas, Conducting a comprehensive EIS for the proposed Gun Hill Road Electric Bus Depot Charging Facility would add an additional layer of transparency to the project and would examine whether the project would have any adverse effects on the surrounding community; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to conduct a comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Gun Hill Road Electric Bus Depot Charging Facility.
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*LL195 defines protected bus lanes as bus lenes protected by physical barriers or camera enforcement. 15.7 total
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