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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

James Caras,  Acting  Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 627-A
Committee:
Housing and Buildings

	Title:  A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to the duty of an owner to refrain from harassment of tenants and remedies for the breach of such duty.


	Sponsors: Council Members Garodnick, Mark-Viverito, The Speaker (Council Member Quinn), James, Comrie, Mendez, Jackson, Lappin, Gerson, Palma, Liu, Brewer, Yassky, Dickens, Recchia Jr., Gioia, DeBlasio, Eugene, Addabbo Jr., Gentile, Gonzalez, Koppell, Monserrate, Sanders Jr., Sears, Stewart, Martinez, Arroyo, Foster, Vann, Baez, Mealy, Avella, Barron and The Public Advocate (Ms. Gotbaum)

	Summary of Legislation:  The legislation would amend the Housing Maintenance Code by defining the term “harassment” as any act by an owner that causes a lawful occupant to vacate an apartment for the following reasons: 1) using force against a person lawfully occupying a dwelling unit; 2) the tenant must establish that the City had notice of repeatedly interrupting or discontinuing essential services that substantially impairs habitability; 3) failing to comply with a vacate order issued by HPD; 4) repeatedly commencing baseless or frivolous court proceedings against any person lawfully entitled to occupancy; 5) removing belongings of any person lawfully entitled to occupancy; 6) removing the door or lock of the apartment entrance or replacing the lock of the door without providing lawful occupants with a new key; 7) repeatedly allowing or causing any other act or omission that interferes or is intended to interfere with the peace, repose, quiet, or comfort of any lawful occupant. The legislation makes harassment a class C violation and establishes penalties ranging from a minimum of $1,000 but not more than $5,000 to be imposed for each dwelling unit where the violation occurred.  The law also establishes guidelines to protect owners from frivolous cases.  

 

	Effective Date:  This law would take effect immediately  


	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2009.



	Fiscal Impact Statement:

Effective FY08

FY Succeeding

Effective FY09
Full Fiscal

Impact FY09

Revenues 

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures 

$0

$0

$0

Net

$0

$0

$0



	Impact on Revenues: There would be no impact on revenues as a result of this legislation.  The intent of the penalties established by the legislation is not to generate revenue but to compel compliance.



	Impact on Expenditures:  Enactment of this legislation is not anticipated to impact on expenditures.


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  General Fund 



	Source of Information:
City Council Finance Division 

                      

	Estimate Prepared By:     Anthony E. Brito, Legislative  Financial Analyst

                                            David Pechefsky, Assistant Director

                                            New York City Council, Finance Division

	Date Submitted to Council:  To be considered by the Committee as Intro. 627-A on February 27, 2008



	History:

Int. 627 was introduced by the Council on October 17, 2007, and referred to the Committee on Housings and Buildings. The Committee on Housings and Buildings held a hearing on December 17th, 2007, and Int. 627 was laid over.  Int. 627 was amended, and such amendment will be considered by the Committee on Housing and Buildings on February 27, 2008 as Int.627-A.


PAGE  
2
Intro 627-A 


