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          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: This is a

          3  continued meeting from last week, or early this

          4  week. We are going to vote on the issues that we

          5  voted on -- on Monday was it? Plus, there was a

          6  special resolution that Council Member Freed would

          7  like to present to us this morning, with the consent

          8  of the Council.

          9                 Council Member Freed, may we hear her

         10  please?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you very

         12  much, Mr. Chair. And I want to thank you for putting

         13  this on today, on kind of short notice, but I

         14  believe this is a very important issue and it's a

         15  very timely issue.

         16                 You know, I guess it's often been

         17  said that New York City has its own, and the City

         18  Council has its own environmental -- not

         19  environmental, it's own international policy, and I

         20  guess this is another one of those, but I think it's

         21  so important that because New York City does get so

         22  much recognition, and because we deal with so many

         23  different nationals who live, work, reside here, and

         24  listen to what goes on here, that when we see that

         25  there's an injustice, we should speak out about it.
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          2  And this one, you know, this one deals with two

          3  environmentalists who were -- Rudolpho Monteal and

          4  Teladora Cabrera, who basically were

          5  environmentalists in Mexico, they spoke out about

          6  the issue of illegal logging and the destruction of

          7  the rainforest, the destruction of the environment

          8  and the ecology of the country, and because they had

          9  the courage to speak out, they were thrown in jail,

         10  they were tortured, they were forced to confess to

         11  crimes they never committed so that they would stay

         12  in jail, and it's clear that it was because of the

         13  influences of the loggers and the ranchers in those

         14  areas. And I think it's important we speak out about

         15  that. It's been acknowledged by numerous human

         16  rights groups, especially by Amnesty International,

         17  and by the Sierra Club, that they were only thrown

         18  in jail and tortured because they had the courage to

         19  speak out.

         20                 The Sierra Club and Amnesty

         21  International have been campaigning in their behalf

         22  for the last two years, they are convinced that the

         23  only reasons they were targeted by the army in

         24  particular was because of their peaceful efforts to

         25  stop illegal logging in the mountains of their home
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          2  state of Guerra, Mexico.

          3                 Amnesty International declared the

          4  two men prisoners of conscience because they were

          5  persecuted for their peaceful activism on behalf of

          6  their forests.

          7                 Just last week, a federal lower

          8  appeals tribunal in Mexico denied the third appeal

          9  by the activists, despite two reports, one by the

         10  renown Commission for Human Rights, and another by

         11  Mexico's own National Commission for Human Rights,

         12  confirming that the evidence that had been extracted

         13  under -- the evidence had been extracted under

         14  torture.

         15                 The decision by the courts to deny

         16  the appeal, despite the clinical evidence of torture

         17  presented by the defense, is extremely, extremely

         18  worrisome. It shows the impunity with which the

         19  Mexican judicial system can ignore compelling

         20  evidence of human rights violation.

         21                 And because of this precedence that

         22  this decision sets, it sets a very bad tone and it's

         23  very threatening for other environmentalists.

         24                 So, I think we should condemn their

         25  illegal arrest and torture.
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          2                 I think we should call for immediate

          3  and unconditional resolution of these men.

          4                 You know, we're about to pass the

          5  Good Wood Bill in the Contracts Committee, which I

          6  chair and which I'm a co-sponsor of, to try and,

          7  again, save rainforests and to stop illegal logging,

          8  but I think it's really important that we also speak

          9  out on these issues.

         10                 These are two men who risked their

         11  lives to fight for their country's environment and

         12  ecology and do the right thing, and I think we

         13  should always take a stand and condemn actions like

         14  this.

         15                 I mean, there was great hope when the

         16  new President in Mexico Vincente Fox was elected,

         17  and he talked about having a more open government.

         18  Well, here is his opportunity. So far I think we've

         19  been disappointed, but here is an opportunity to

         20  take a position and to free these two men, and

         21  that's what this resolution calls for and I would

         22  urge all of my colleagues to vote for this

         23  resolution.

         24                 It's the right thing to do, it's the

         25  right message to send, and we really want people who
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          2  really are prisoners of conscience to know that

          3  there are other people out that that are watching

          4  and that will speak out on this and that they're not

          5  alone and that we're going to continue to fight for

          6  them.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you,

          9  Council Member Freed.

         10                 Mr. Peter Kirn.

         11                 Would you push the button and

         12  identify yourself for the record, please, and begin

         13  your testimony.

         14                 MR. KIRN: It's Peter Kirn, K-i-r-n,

         15  with the Sierra Club. I'm a volunteer with the

         16  Sierra Club's Trade and Human Rights Program

         17  Committee.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Do you have

         19  testimony to give?

         20                 MR. KIRN: Yes, I do actually. Sorry,

         21  I thought it was going to be question and answer.

         22                 Here in New York many of us as New

         23  Yorkers really value our ability to speak out on

         24  issues.  Among some of our neighbors, among some of

         25  our closest neighbors, with which we have strong
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          2  ties, that's not always the case, and certainly

          3  that's the situation with Mexico.

          4                 I feel that this is an extraordinary

          5  opportunity for New York City to speak out on this

          6  issue, for two reasons:

          7                 One is, there are extraordinary

          8  individuals. They've been internationally

          9  recognized. Rudolph Monteal has won the Goldman

         10  Prize, which is the equivalent of the Nobel Prize

         11  for an environmental activist. So, they are

         12  internationally recognized as being leaders, which

         13  makes this case very unique.

         14                 The other thing that's unique is that

         15  we have an opportunity with this Mexican government,

         16  with the Fox Administration, that we've not had

         17  before.

         18                 This is a government that after 70

         19  plus years of the perfect dictatorship is truly on

         20  the brink of change, and we've had promises from the

         21  Fox Administration to improve the human rights

         22  record in Mexico, to try to eliminate this very kind

         23  of case where convictions are made based on evidence

         24  extracted by torture, and not only that, but Fox has

         25  made promises about this specific case, trying to
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          2  look for a solution.

          3                 The opportunity that we have in New

          4  York is to send a strong message to the Fox

          5  Administration that we are concerned about

          6  activists, even activists in other countries that

          7  human rights are everyone's concern, and I believe

          8  that if Fox sees that kind of support around the

          9  world, if he sees it from New York City, that he

         10  will have more ability to do something about this

         11  case.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I have a

         13  question.

         14                 I think you indicated that Fox is in

         15  favor of what we're trying to do; did you imply

         16  that?

         17                 MR. KIRN: Fox has expressed support

         18  for these two activists --

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Excuse me.

         20  President Fox I should have said.

         21                 MR. KIRN: President Fox, yes, has

         22  expressed interest in the case, concern about the

         23  case, concern about the well-being of the activists.

         24                 What we're waiting for now is a real

         25  demonstration of support.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: So, what you're

          3  saying to us is that you feel, if I'm

          4  misinterpreting your testimony let me know, that in

          5  order for President Fox to act decisively, he's in

          6  need of outside support, of pressure? Is that what

          7  you're saying? He doesn't think the issue is strong

          8  enough on its own merits to do something?

          9                 MR. KIRN: Yes, I think it is

         10  important that he sees concern around the world for

         11  these activists in order for him to act.

         12                 And we feel very strongly that this

         13  resolution is not only the best interest of the

         14  activist, but that it's in the best interest of

         15  Mexico and the Fox Administration, because Mexico

         16  has already faced a tremendous international

         17  pressure over this issue, and at a time when Mexico

         18  is trying to demonstrate that its human rights

         19  record has improved.

         20                 This case is an embarrassment and a

         21  challenge that they're trying to face.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         23                 Any questions to the witness from

         24  anyone?

         25                 Any questions to Council Member Freed
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          2  on this issue?

          3                 Council members?

          4                 All right, thank you very much.

          5                 We are coupling this resolution with

          6  622, 691, 912. We heard these on Monday and everyone

          7  voted for them, we just didn't have a quorum.

          8                 Roll call.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I am going to say

         11  aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robinson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: May I be

         16  excused to explain my vote?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Please.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: On

         19  resolution 1809, I really have some reservations on

         20  it, and I've spoken to the sponsor.

         21                 I am just beginning to get nervous

         22  about these things when we're talking about other

         23  countries and, you know, my concern is we don't live

         24  there, we don't know their culture, and, you know, I

         25  could think of I guess a bunch of stuff that's
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          2  racing through my mind of different kinds of things

          3  that have come up with this Council, sometimes I

          4  think we just reach too far beyond what we should be

          5  doing here. But in deference to may colleague, I

          6  vote aye on all.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

          8  much, Council Member.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         11                 I would like to thank Council Member

         12  Freed for bringing this to our attention.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         21  the affirmative, none in the negative and no

         22  abstentions, all coupled items adopted.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you, my

         24  colleagues.

         25                 Thank you. God bless.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I would like to

          3  thank the chair for his stewardship.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 11:50 a.m.)
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