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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I'd like to call

          3  the Rules, Privileges and Elections Committee to

          4  order.

          5                 This can be a two-minute meeting. I

          6  know we had a long and productive Finance Committee

          7  meeting. Again, I want to congratulate Council

          8  Member Lew Fidler for those excellent work

          9  discerning the issue and being able to articulate

         10  the issue, and all the members of the Finance

         11  Committee that looked at the issue. Clearly this

         12  will only show the world that we're a deliberative

         13  body, and the more that we deliberate things and

         14  catch things and look at issues and be able to talk

         15  at them, and talk, not just talk at the issue but

         16  talk in terms of strategy and protection for our

         17  City and makes our body stronger and makes the City

         18  stronger.

         19                 With that, we do have a quorum. We're

         20  here today to talk about the Resolution approving

         21  membership changes to certain standing committees,

         22  chairs and allowances.

         23                 Before the Committee for its

         24  consideration is a resolution containing proposed

         25  changes to the memberships of various committees of
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          2  the Council, together with certain changes to

          3  committee chairs and allowances are allocated

          4  hereto.

          5                 As you know, the main changes result

          6  from the resignation of former Council Member

          7  Serrano, that left a vacancy in the Chair of the

          8  Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and

          9  International Intergroup Relations.

         10                 Further, former member Serrano's

         11  Committee assignments will also remove, if you see

         12  the resolution attached, for each of the specific

         13  changes.

         14                 I will go through them quickly.

         15                 The Resolution shows that now the

         16  standing committee for Cultural Affairs -- I know

         17  everybody is a little restless, so I'm going to try

         18  and talk over everybody, so if you could just lower

         19  your voices a little bit I'll keep going.

         20                 You can close the door on the back

         21  and you can close the door on the side.

         22                 As you know, Serrano was the Chair

         23  for Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International

         24  Group Relations. Domenic Recchia will now become the

         25  Chair.
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          2                 We have not -- we're not going to put

          3  anybody on committees yet until this selection is

          4  completed next month, so you will see that there are

          5  no persons being added or removed from any

          6  committees. If you look, these are the committees

          7  that Councilman Serrano was serving on. We are now

          8  going to be replacing the Chair of Small Business,

          9  it was Domenic Recchia, it will now be Mike Nelson

         10  from Brooklyn. And we will now be adding Oliver

         11  Koppell. He will now be the Chair of the

         12  Subcommittee on Revenue and Forecast, which will be

         13  Deputy Chair to Finance.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: No, no.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Chair to the

         16  Subcommittee on Finance.

         17                 I knew that. I knew David Weprin was

         18  in the house. I just wanted to scare him a little

         19  bit.

         20                 Okay, and if you look at the salary,

         21  the numbers on the back to indicate what each member

         22  will get for each committee.

         23                 Can I call the roll? We have right

         24  now a full Committee here.

         25                 Oh, we're going to still separate the
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          2  two. I've been requested by the Majority Leader to

          3  separate the two items. So, if we can have a vote on

          4  the items dealing with Domenic Recchia and Mike

          5  Nelson, I would like to call the roll, if the clerk

          6  is here. We have a full Committee here.

          7                 Council Member Provenzano, Council

          8  Member Reyna, Council Member Baez, Majority Leader

          9  Rivera, Council Member Weprin, Speaker Miller,

         10  Council Member Clarke, Council Member Quinn, Council

         11  Member Fidler.

         12                 So, if the clerk could call the roll

         13  as to the first two issues, that would be the issues

         14  regarding Council Member Mike Nelson, and Council

         15  Member Domenic Recchia.

         16                 I'm told by my counsel that I can't

         17  split the resolution because I'd have to make a

         18  separate resolution, unless there was a motion to do

         19  a separate resolution.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I'd like to

         21  put a motion onto the floor to separate the two

         22  items on the agenda today, in reference to the

         23  standing committees and the subcommittees.

         24                 Is that motion going to be seconded?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Second.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Motion has

          3  been seconded.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We're going to

          5  have a two-minute recess.)

          6                 (Recess taken.)

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We're going to

          8  reconvene the Committee on Rules, Privileges and

          9  Elections.

         10                 We have a motion on the floor to

         11  separate the resolution. I need to get a vote on

         12  that motion.

         13                 I'm recommending that we not accept

         14  the motion.

         15                 Can we call the roll on the

         16  recommendation to separate?

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: No.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: No.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: No.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: No.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I've been as

         11  bad a boy today as I can be so I want to vote no.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Pass.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: What's the vote?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: We could use

         19  your vote here.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Shall we have

         21  another recess and maybe we'll go out and negotiate?

         22                 No.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: No.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Council Member
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          2  Miller.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: No.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We have to

          5  announce the vote.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

          7  the affirmative, eight in the negative and no

          8  abstentions, the motion to separate the items has

          9  been defeated.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay.

         11                 Now can we have a vote on the

         12  resolution?

         13                 Call the roll.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I'm recommending

         16  a yes vote on the resolution.

         17                 Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I'm

         22  recommending a no vote, and I vote no.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

                                                            10

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Okay, thank

          3  you very much.

          4                 Chair, I'd like to explain my vote.

          5                 I would have definitely liked the

          6  opportunity to let the two items on the agenda

          7  today, because I definitely want to congratulate our

          8  colleagues Mike Nelson and Domenic Recchia for

          9  attaining their chairmanships. I think they

         10  definitely deserve an opportunity to continue to

         11  represent us here in the Council, and I would like

         12  to talk about the issue in the Subcommittee that's

         13  taking place here, and I would like to separate the

         14  two issues. Unfortunately, that motion was defeated,

         15  so I do have to apologize, but I do have to abstain

         16  on this vote here.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Permission to

         22  explain my vote?

         23                 I share in the sentiments of my

         24  colleague, Joel Rivera. This is clearly another

         25  indication of the Borough of the Bronx continues to
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          2  get shortchanged.

          3                 I abstain.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Mr. Chairman,

          8  I'm particularly pleased with the selections for the

          9  Cultural Affairs, Libraries and Small Business

         10  Committees. I think they're inspired choices, and I

         11  vote yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker, Council

         19  Member Miller.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of ten in

         22  the affirmative, one in the negative, and two

         23  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         24                 Council members, please sign the

         25  Committee reports.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Ceremonials start

          3  right now. The ceremonials are started right now,

          4  and I'm first.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 1:39 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 19th day of January 2005.
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