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I. INTRODUCTION
On December 4, 2025, the Committee on Governmental Operations, State and Federal Legislation, chaired by Council Member Lincoln Restler, will hold a vote on Proposed Introduction Number (“Int. No.”) 1225-A, sponsored by Council Member Menin, in relation to establishing an office of the census.  On September 15, 2025, the Committee held a hearing on a previous version of Int. No. 1225. Among those who testified at the hearing were advocacy organizations and other interested members of the public. 
II. BACKGROUND
Article I, Section 2 of the United States Constitution requires a census to be taken every ten years to determine the total number of residents in the country.[footnoteRef:2] The results of the census are used to distribute political power as well as state and federal funding. On the federal level, Census data is used to determine how many seats New York will have in the U.S. House of Representatives for the next ten years.[footnoteRef:3] It also informs how billions of dollars of federal funds are distributed.[footnoteRef:4] State and local governments use census data to determine how to spend money and where to dedicate other types of resources.[footnoteRef:5] Census data is also used by states to create both Congressional and state legislative districts.[footnoteRef:6] Government and non-profit organizations also rely on census data to determine community needs, while businesses use the data as an important source of information about the populations they serve.[footnoteRef:7] [2:  U.S. Census Bureau, About the Census, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, https://www.census.gov/about/what.html (last visited Dec. 1, 2025).]  [3:  U.S. Census Bureau, Why We Conduct the Decennial Census of Population and Housing, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/why.html (last visited Dec. 1, 2025).]  [4:  U.S. Census Bureau, About the Census, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, https://www.census.gov/about/what.html (last visited Dec. 1, 2025).]  [5:  U.S. Election Assistance Comm’n, What You Need to Know About Census Data, U.S. ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMM’N, https://www.eac.gov/blogs/what-you-need-know-about-census-data (last visited Nov. 26, 2025).]  [6:  Capital District Reg’l Planning Comm’n United States Census 2020, CAPITAL DIST. REG’L PLANNING COMMISSION, https://cdrpc.org/census-101-what-it-is-and-why-it-matters (last visited Nov. 26, 2025).]  [7:  U.S. Census Bureau, Why We Conduct the Decennial Census of Population and Housing, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/why.html (last visited Dec. 1, 2025).] 

New York has lost at least two seats in the House of Representatives in every census since the 1950s.[footnoteRef:8] It is estimated that if New York would have counted just 89 more residents in the 2020 census it would have lost one fewer seat in the House.[footnoteRef:9] New York is expected to lose two additional seats in the House as a result of the 2030 Census.[footnoteRef:10] [8:  Ashley Soebroro, Experts Push for State Census Office to Prevent Loss of NY Congressional Seats, TIMES UNION (May 27, 2025), https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/bill-weighs-state-census-office-protect-ny-20337358.php.]  [9:  Shane Goldmacher, New York Sees Loses House Seat After Coming Up 89 People Short on Census, THE N.Y. TIMES (Apr. 26, 2021), https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/26/nyregion/new-york-census-congress.html.]  [10:  Michale Li and Gina Feliz, How Congressional Maps Could Change in 2030, BRENNAN CTR. FOR JUST. (Dec. 19, 2023), https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/how-congressional-maps-could-change-2030.] 

It is crucial that every resident of New York is counted in the 2030 census to ensure that the city gets all the resources and political power that it deserves. The current presidential administration has already taken steps that experts believe will impede accurate census counts, so it is essential that the city step in to ensure an accurate count. In addition to funding and staffing cuts at the U.S. Census Bureau,[footnoteRef:11] in March 2025 President Trump disbanded two advisory committees that provided free technical assistance to the Census Bureau, putting an accurate count in jeopardy.[footnoteRef:12] House Republicans are also pushing to place a citizenship question on the census that would exclude noncitizens for counts.[footnoteRef:13] Studies indicate that such a questions would result in a severe undercounting as households fail to respond to the census or fail to report residents for fear of deportation.[footnoteRef:14] [11:  Winnie Hu New York Gears up for Fight to Count 1.8 Million Noncitizens in Census, THE N.Y. TIMES (June 19, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/19/nyregion/nyc-2030-census-immigrants.html.]  [12:  Mike Schneider, Census Bureau Under Trump Cuts Loose Expert Advisors Who Work for Free, ASSOCIATED PRESS (March 4, 2025), https://apnews.com/article/census-bureau-commerce-department-howard-lutnick-3a5600‌3b790ae‌dce6e6c8ddd7c6b6943.]  [13:  Winnie Hu, New York Gears up for Fight to Count 1.8 Million Noncitizens in Census, THE N.Y. TIMES (June 19, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/19/nyregion/nyc-2030-census-immigrants.html.]  [14:  Ashley Soebroro, Experts Push for State Census Office to Prevent Loss of NY Congressional Seats, TIMES UNION (May 27, 2025), https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/bill-weighs-state-census-office-protect-ny-20337358.php.] 

III. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Proposed Int. 1225-A – A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing an office of the census
This legislation would amend the New York City Charter to establish an office of the census. The head of this office would be a director appointed by the Mayor, or an agency head if the office is created within their agency, between two years and two years and six months before each federal decennial census. The director of the office of the census would continue to serve in their role for no more than six months after the U.S. Census Bureau data collection field operations end. The office of the census would only carry out its work during the term of a director.
The director would be given several duties. These duties include serving as a liaison between City and regional offices; identifying hard to count areas and populations, as well as community leaders in such areas; carrying out multilingual public awareness campaigns; providing language access services; and working with community leaders to promote awareness of the upcoming census.
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Proposed Int. No. 1225-A

[bookmark: _GoBack]By Council Members Menin, Avilés, Dinowitz, Feliz, Brooks-Powers, Banks, Louis, Schulman, Abreu, Cabán, Gennaro, Zhuang, Ung, Hanif, Narcisse, Nurse, Hanks, Ayala, Marte, Moya, Gutiérrez, Joseph, Lee, Powers, Ossé, Won, Williams, Mealy, Brewer, Hudson, Stevens, Sanchez, Riley, Krishnan, Bottcher, Restler and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing an office of the census
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Chapter 1 of the charter of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 20-t to read as follows:
§ 20-t. Office of the census. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Director. The term “director” means the director of the office.
Office. The term “office” means the office of the census.
Regional office. The term “regional office” means the New York regional office of the United States census bureau.
b. Establishment of office. The mayor shall establish a temporary office of the census. Such office may be established within any office of the mayor or as a separate office of any department the head of which is appointed by the mayor. Such office shall be headed by a director, who shall be appointed by the mayor or, if the office is established within an agency other than the office of the mayor, by the head of such agency.
c. Term. The mayor or such agency head as authorized by subdivision b of this section shall appoint a director no earlier than 30 months before, and no later than 24 months before, each federal decennial census. The director's term shall end no later than 6 months after the United States census bureau ceases data collection field operations for the federal decennial census. The office shall conduct its business only during the director’s term.
d. Powers and duties. The director shall have the power and duty to:
1. Serve as the primary liaison between the city and the regional office and collaborate with such regional office to encourage full participation by all city residents in completing the federal decennial census, to the extent requested or permitted by such regional office;
2. Identify hard to count areas and populations, and community leaders in such areas and populations, by working with the department of city planning, office of immigrant affairs, the New York city housing authority, the New York city commission on human rights, and any other relevant office or agency;
3. Create and carry out a multilingual public awareness campaign to promote awareness of the federal decennial census in hard to count areas and populations;
4. Provide language assistance services to limited English proficient individuals, including, but not limited to, providing such individuals with materials created by the office or regional office in their preferred language and providing interpretation or translation services to facilitate completing the census forms; and
5. Work with leaders from all sectors across the city, such as businesses, cultural and education institutions, religious and social organizations, community-based organizations, labor unions, and disability advocacy groups, to promote awareness of the federal decennial census.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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