CURRENT INTRODUCTION NUMBER:

Int. No. 829
INITIAL SPONSORS:

Council Members Ulrich and Gentile
TITLE:  

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to creating veterans resource centers.
BILL SUMMARY:

This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov.

Currently, the New York city charter requires that the Mayor’s Office of Veterans Affairs (MOVA) inform military and naval authorities of the United States about, and assist members of the armed forces and  veterans, and their families living in New York City with, (a) matters pertaining  to  educational  training  and   retraining   services   and facilities,   (b)   health,   medical  and  rehabilitation  service  and facilities,  (c)  provisions  of  federal,  state  and  local  laws  and regulations  affording  special  rights and privileges to members of the armed forces  and  veterans  and  their  families,  (d)  employment  and re-employment  services,  and  (e)  other matters of similar, related or appropriate nature.
The proposed legislation would require MOVA to establish at least one Veterans Resource Center in each borough by November 1, 2015. Each center is required to be located in an area easily accessible and in close proximity to public transportation. The Veteran Resource Centers would provide veterans with free, current information on the matters described above, as well as housing, public and private social services, and financial assistance and tax exemptions available to veterans. Additionally, MOVA would be required, beginning May 1, 2016 and every six months thereafter, to submit a report to the Mayor and Council Speaker on the number of veterans utilizing each center, the services offered by each center, those services and/or information most frequently requested by veterans at each center, the number of full and part-time staff working at each center, the amount of funding allocated to each center, and the number of complaints received by each center with a general description of such complaints.  
CODE SECTIONS AFFECTED:

· Adds New York City Charter § 14(e). 
EFFECTIVE DATE:

Immediately upon enactment. 
NOTE: When reading the full text of the bill online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language that is enclosed by [brackets] is proposed to be removed, and language that is underlined is proposed to be added.
