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PROPOSED INT. NO. 353-A:                       
Council Members Gennaro, The Speaker (Council Member Quinn), Liu, Yassky, Koppell, Mendez, Brewer, Clarke, Comrie, Fidler, Foster, James, Mark-Viverito, Martinez, McMahon, Palma, Recchia Jr., Sanders Jr., Stewart, Weprin and White Jr.
TITLE:
A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to clearly identifying clean air vehicles and providing information regarding such vehicles.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 19-514 by adding a new subdivision (i), and adds a new section 19-536 to Chapter 5 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.
INTRODUCTION

On December 6, 2006, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 353-A.  Proposed Int. No. 353-A would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by requiring clean air taxis to be clearly identified and requiring the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) to provide information to passengers about the benefits of using a clean air taxi.

BACKGROUND

There are over 13,000 taxicabs operating on the streets of New York
.  Many of these taxicabs operate close to twenty-fours a day, releasing a large amount of harmful emissions into the air and adversely affecting the environment.  The Committee has found that increasing the use of alternative fuel vehicles, such as hybrid-electric vehicles, will help to improve air quality, while also conserving fuel.

Over the past few years, the Council has passed legislation to increase the use of alternative fuel vehicles in the City’s taxi fleet.  In 2003, after the State authorized the City to auction an additional 900 new taxi medallions, the Council passed Local Law 51 of 2003.  This law required that at least nine percent of the new taxi medallions be set aside for hybrid-electric taxicabs or taxicabs powered by compressed natural gas.  Although nineteen alternative fuel medallions were sold in 2004, no alternative fuel vehicles were put into service at that time because the TLC had not approved hybrid electric model specifications for use as a taxicab and there were no available compressed natural gas (“CNG”) taxicab models.  To address this problem, the Council passed Local Law 72 of 2005.  This law required the TLC to approve one or more hybrid-electric vehicles for use as a taxi within ninety days of enactment of the law.  Under this law, the TLC approved rules at its September 8, 2005 meeting that allowed six hybrid-electric vehicle models to be used as taxicabs.

The Council recently approved a bill, Int. No. 339-A, which provided that 254 of the 308 medallions to be sold at the June 2006 medallion sale be set aside for hybrid-electric or taxicabs powered by compressed natural gas.  After Int. No. 339-A is implemented, there will be over 273 hybrid-electric taxis in New York City.


Although a small number of hybrid-electric taxicabs have been serving the people of New York City, with a substantial increase to come in the near future, many people are unaware of their existence or the benefits they provide to the City.  This legislation would help raise awareness of clean air taxis by having them clearly identified as such.  The bill would also require the TLC to develop information about clean air taxis to be distributed to passengers.

ANALYSIS


Section one of Proposed Int. No. 353-A would amend section 19-514 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new subdivision i requiring each clean air vehicle licensed by TLC to display the words “CLEAN AIR VEHICLE,” or such other term or symbol approved by the TLC that identifies such vehicle as a clean air vehicle, in a minimum of two prominent locations on the vehicle’s exterior.  The subdivision would further define “clean air vehicle ” as any taxicab or for-hire vehicle approved by TLC that receives an air pollution score of 9.0 or higher from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) or its successor agency and is estimated to emit 6.4 tons or less of equivalent carbon dioxides per year by the United States Department of Energy (“DOE”) or its successor agency, provided that such vehicle is powered by the fuel for which such vehicle meets the above-specified standards.  It further would provide that if the EPA, or its successor agency, adjusts its fuel economy test method in a way that impacts DOE’s, or its successor agency’s, estimates of equivalent carbon dioxide emissions for motor vehicles, the TLC shall, for vehicles that fall within the affected model years, modify by rule the equivalent carbon dioxide emissions estimate in the bill to appropriately reflect the adjustment’s impact consistent with this bill.

Section two of Proposed Int. No. 353-A would amend Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-536 entitled “Clean air vehicle labeling and information.”  Subdivision a would define “clean air vehicle ” for the purposes of the section as a vehicle approved by TLC for use as a taxicab that receives an air pollution score of 9.0 or higher from the EPA or its successor agency and is estimated to emit 6.4 tons or less of equivalent carbon dioxide per year by the DOE, or its successor agency, provided that such vehicle is powered by the fuel for which such vehicle meets the above-specified standards.  It further would provide that if the EPA, or its successor agency, adjusts its fuel economy test method in a way that impacts DOE’s, or its successor agency’s, estimates of equivalent carbon dioxide emissions for motor vehicles, the TLC shall, for vehicles that fall within the affected model years, modify by rule the equivalent carbon dioxide emissions estimate in the bill to appropriately reflect the adjustment’s impact consistent with this bill.
Subdivision b of section two would require the TLC to develop and provide information to each owner of a clean air vehicle which is to be displayed in a manner that is clearly apparent to a passenger in the backseat and (i) identifies the taxicab as a clean air taxi; (ii) includes the address of the TLC’s web page(s) required to be established pursuant to section 19-534 of this chapter; and (iii) includes, to the extent practicable, the estimated air quality benefits associated with the use of such vehicle and the type of fuel used to power such vehicle.


Section three of Proposed Int. No. 353-A would provide that the bill’s provisions take effect one hundred eighty days after it is enacted into law.







�  Retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/about/about.shtml" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/about/about.shtml� on Dec. 4, 2006.


�  The six hybrid-electric vehicle models are the Ford Escape/Mercury Mariner, the Honda Accord, the Honda Civic, the Lexus RX400H, the Toyota Highlander, and the Toyota Prius.  On May 11, 2006, the TLC announced at its public hearing the approval of the Toyota Camry Hybrid and the Saturn Vue Hybrid for use as hybrid-electric taxicabs.


�  TLC has sold 273 taxicab medallions and some owners of regular medallions have chosen to purchase hybrid-electric vehicles.  There are currently no compressed natural gas taxis in use, although there may be some in the future.
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