          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL

          8  PROTECTION

          9  -------------------------------x

         10

                            December 21, 2005

         11                 Start:  10:57 a.m.

                            Recess: 11:08 a.m.

         12

                            City Hall

         13                 Council Chambers

                            New York, New York

         14

         15       B E F O R E:

         16              JAMES GENNARO

                                           Chairperson,

         17

         18              COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Margarita Lopez

                                            Bill DeBlasio

         19                                 Oliver Koppell

                                            Domenic Recchia

         20                                 Peter Vallone, Jr.

                                            Maria Arroyo

         21                                 Dennis Gallagher

                                            Vincent Gentile

         22                                 Alan Gerson

                                            David Yassky

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Good morning.

          3  Sorry for the delay. I am Council Member Jim

          4  Gennaro, with laryngitis, but I feel great

          5  otherwise, the Chair of the New York City Committee

          6  on Environmental Protection.

          7                 I'd like to welcome you to today's

          8  vote. Today the Committee will vote on four

          9  important topics, but actually it's five, five

         10  important topics. Intro. 744, which makes technical

         11  changes to legislation the Council passed earlier

         12  this year relating to the City's purchase of fuel

         13  efficient motor vehicles. Proposed Intro. 397-A,

         14  which amends the Administrative Code with regard to

         15  noise, known as the Noise Bill. We'll also be voting

         16  on preconsidered resolution with regard to the noise

         17  bill that the noise bill does not have an adverse

         18  impact on the environment and is consistent with the

         19  State Environmental Quality Review Act.

         20                 We'll be voting on proposed

         21  Resolution 1078-A, which calls upon the New York

         22  State Legislature to expeditiously enact the Clean

         23  Water Protection/Flood Protection/Flood Prevention

         24  Act that would strengthen protection of wetlands of

         25  New York State, and proposed Resolution 1265-A,
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          2  which calls upon the appropriate federal and State

          3  agencies and the public to provide all natural gas

          4  supply projects, including the proposed broad water

          5  energy project, a fair and full review.

          6                 Certainly most of the interest today

          7  is on the noise bill, which we have worked long and

          8  hard on over the past couple of weeks and also I

          9  have had a hearing on it as long as last January.

         10  We've had a very intensive number of sessions

         11  leading up to this. You know, time constraints

         12  preclude me from thanking all of the wonderful

         13  people that need to be thanked, but to my remarks

         14  from the floor, I will give everyone their due also.

         15                 But we did come in the last couple of

         16  days to resolve some outstanding issues with regard

         17  to carters, with regard to nightlife industry, with

         18  regard to many of the affected sectors. I'd like to

         19  thank in a special way those Council members who

         20  were very involved in the process and made their

         21  views known and being urged because of all of the

         22  hearings that have to take place this morning to put

         23  all these items to a vote.

         24                 So, without further ado, I just want

         25  to recognize the Council members that are here. We
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          2  have Council Member Arroyo from the Bronx, Council

          3  Member Vallone from Queens, Council Member Recchia

          4  from Brooklyn, Council Member Koppell from the

          5  Bronx. That constitutes a quorum of the Committee.

          6                 I know we were joined by Alan Gerson,

          7  we had Council Member Gentile here, and without

          8  further ado, I would like to call these matters for

          9  a vote and the Chair recommends a yes vote on all

         10  items.

         11                 And so, Billy, why don't you announce

         12  the various items and whether we're going to couple

         13  them. I believe that the Counsel to the Committee

         14  indicated that we are going to vote on the

         15  preconsidered resolution that relates to the Noise

         16  Bill, so the process that will follow is that the

         17  preconsidered resolution, we will vote on that

         18  first. And as I indicated, this is the finding that

         19  the Noise Bill does not have significant adverse

         20  impact on the environment and is consistent with the

         21  State Environmental Quality Review Act. That will be

         22  voted on first, and all of the remaining items will

         23  be coupled on the second vote.

         24                 So, without further ado, I would like

         25  the clerk to call the roll on the preconsidered
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          2  resolution.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          4  Gennaro.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Can I be

         12  briefly excused, Chair?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: So ordered.

         16  Whatever sorry. Long week.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: And you

         18  should be commended for the work you've done all

         19  week, as well as Donna DeCostanzo, and everyone else

         20  involved.

         21                 This Committee right now is taking on

         22  noise, and in a few minutes mine will be taking on

         23  graffiti, both are doing this in new, innovative and

         24  controversial ways and that's what's necessary to

         25  take on these quality of life crimes and win the war
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          2  against them.

          3                 Just for an example, one concrete way

          4  that this bill is going to help New Yorkers, because

          5  I know how confusing this bill is, but one concrete

          6  way, it will allow police officers to hear a car

          7  radio coming at 25 feet, to hear a motorcycle coming

          8  at 200 feet, and slam them with a violation right

          9  there. No need for me, as the sponsor of the

         10  original auto noise law that I put into the City

         11  Council, I'm very happy about the compromise you

         12  came up with, and it's the reason I held off on

         13  pushing my law through because I knew you were

         14  working with the City, so I want to commend you and

         15  the City for coming up with a compromise that makes

         16  nobody extremely happy, makes everybody a little bit

         17  angry, and that's what a big compromise does.

         18                 So, job well done. I vote aye on all.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you. Thank

         20  you, Council Member Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         24  the affirmative, none in the negative and no

         25  abstentions, the preconsidered resolution is
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          2  adopted.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: I would ask the

          4  clerk to call the roll on the remaining coupled

          5  items, Intro. 744, proposed Intro. 397-A, proposed

          6  Resolution 1078-A, proposed Resolution 1265-A.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          8  Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes. At this

         10  point I just want to, even though I indicated I

         11  would give everyone their due on this law, I see

         12  we're joined by some folks from DEP and the Mayor's

         13  Office and of course, my own staff, Donna DeCostanzo

         14  and Richard Colon and Jeff Haberman, and Peter

         15  Washburn, my own Chief of Staff, you know, worked so

         16  long and so hard to make this all happen, and is

         17  diligently pointing out all the, okay, why not, you

         18  know, let's rock-n-roll a little bit. Okay, we have

         19  to move along. God bless everyone. I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I explain

         22  my vote?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Yes.

         24                 So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I don't want
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          2  to belabor the point. I know that you and the staff

          3  have worked hard on this, and believe that the

          4  provisions of the new code are a definite advance

          5  over the old provisions which were not easily

          6  enforceable.

          7                 I regret a little bit that the latest

          8  changes and the final resolution was done so

          9  quickly, and I know that particularly my colleague,

         10  Councilman Gerson, remains unhappy with some of the

         11  changes and I wish there would be more opportunity

         12  to discuss them.

         13                 However, I'm confident in the fact

         14  that we're not going to go out of business, although

         15  there will be a new Council elected in January, and

         16  I know that the Chair is sensitive to the needs of

         17  members and the Chair himself has indicated to me

         18  that there are additional issues that he wants to

         19  resolve.

         20                 And I also know that a lot of time

         21  has been spent on this. It looks like something has

         22  been ignored.

         23                 So, while I would prefer to wait,

         24  given only the choice of yes or no, I will vote yes

         25  at this time with the request to the Chair,
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          2  especially if the chair continues to be the chair,

          3  which I don't know if that's his wish, but if it's

          4  his wish, it certainly is my wish, because he's done

          5  a great job, with the assurance of the chair that

          6  concerns that remain by members will be taken into

          7  account in the new session, I withdraw my request

          8  and vote aye.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you,

         10  Council Member Koppell. If I could just interrupt

         11  here. You are one of the stakeholders here that was,

         12  you know, not completely satisfied with each and

         13  every aspect, but I feel good about the fact that we

         14  arrived at the best bill that was possible right

         15  now.

         16                 I do have some lingering issues

         17  related to car alarms and some other matters, and I

         18  thank you, Council Member Koppell, for your

         19  confidence, and I am certainly very sensitive to all

         20  of the various stakeholders and members that did not

         21  have, you know, each and every one of their needs

         22  met and I appreciate your comments of confidence in

         23  me, and I pledge to do whatever I can to get these

         24  issues addressed.

         25                 Thank you, Council Member Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          3  Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I'd like to

          5  explain my vote. I'm going to vote aye. But I just

          6  want to say one thing, the people, the constituents

          7  of my district, all right, have been calling my

          8  office to support this noise bill. They feel it's

          9  about time that the Noise Bill, the violations for

         10  the noise get more and more stricter and that's the

         11  reason for my support of this bill.

         12                 I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         18  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         19  abstentions, all items are adopted.

         20                 Council members, please sign the

         21  Committee reports.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you to all

         23  the members. I request that the record be left open.

         24                 We have Council Member Gallagher, I

         25  ask the clerk to call on Council member Gallagher
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          2  for the preconsidered resolution, and also for the

          3  four coupled items. If Council Member Gallagher is

          4  ready to vote?

          5                 Council Member Gallagher, do you wish

          6  to have your vote recorded now?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes, I'm

          8  going to be abstaining.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Wait a minute.

         10  There are actually two votes. One is the

         11  preconsidered resolution, one on the four coupled

         12  items.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Abstain on

         14  both.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: All items are adopted

         16  by a vote of five in the affirmative, zero in the

         17  negative and one abstention.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you to all

         19  of the members, and I ask that the record be held

         20  open in anticipation of all of the members of the

         21  Committee who have yet to vote.

         22                 This meeting is adjourned.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 11:08 a.m.)
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